
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

LAHONTAN REGION
 

ORDER NO. R6V-2005-0020-A2
 
(NPDES CA0103225)
 

(WDID No. 6B140407009)
 

AMENDED WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION, WASTE DISCHARGE
 
REQUIREMENTS, AND NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION
 

SYSTEM PERMIT (NPDES)
 
FOR
 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF WATER AND POWER
 
LOWER OWENS RIVER PROJECT
 

INYO COUNTY
 

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region (Water Board or 
Regional Board), finds: 

1.	 Discharger and Facility 
The following Discharger is authorized to discharge in accordance with the 
conditions set forth in Order R6V-2005-0020-A1 and so revised in this Order: 

Discharger Los AnQeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) 
Name of Facility Lower Owens River Project (LORP) 

300 Mandich Street 
Facility Address Bishop, CA 93514 

Inyo County 
Facility Contact, Title, and 
Phone 

Brian Tillemans, Water Resources Manager, (760) 873
0214 

Mailing Address Same as Facility address 

Type of Facility Habitat Restoration Project and Water Supply Station 

Facility Design Flow 
Continuous 40 cfs and annual 200 cfs habitat flow from 
River Intake; up to 50 cfs fiow from pump station to 
aqueduct 

2.	 Order History and Reason for Action 

On July 14, 2005, the Water Board adopted Board Order No. R6V-2005-0020 for 
discharges associated with the Lower Owens River Project (LORP). Board 
Order No. R6V-2005-0020 required the Discharger develop a Storm Water 
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) in accordance with minimum requirements 
specified in Attachment L of Order No. R6V-2005-0020. On November 9, 2005, 
the Water Board adopted Board Order No. R6V-2005-0020-A1, which amended 
the Order to incorporate the Discharger's SWPPP developed for the LORP. On 
December 31,2007, the Discharger submitted a Notice of Termination request 
for terminating coverage under NPDES storm water regulations. The Discharger 
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implemented the SWPPP during construction of the project over the last three 
years, completed construction of all elements of the project, installed post
construction storm water treatment controls, and developed a post-construction 
storm water operation and management plan. Construction has ceased. The 
portion of the SWPPP that has not been completed is the "Revegetation and 
Monitoring Plan for Lands Disturbed During LORP Construction Activities." This 
post-construction management plan shall remain in effect as part of this 
amendment. The remainder of the SWPPP is terminated with this Order. This 
Order, therefore, amends Board Order No. R6V-2005-0020-A1 to delete 
references to, and requirements of, the SWPPP for the project, excluding the 
requirements specified in "Revegetation and Monitoring Plan for Lands Disturbed 
During LORP Construction Activities." 

The Whole Effluent Toxicity (WET) testing requirements in Provision VI.C.2.e of 
the Order and in Section V of Attachment E, Monitoring and Reporting Program, 
have also been completed. Since the results of this WET testing showed toxicity 
to green algae during two of the three samples taken, this Order amends Board 
Order No. R6V-2005-0020-A1 to require annual toxicity testing for green algae 
until three consecutive non-toxic results are obtained. 

Attachment E of Order R6V-2005-0020 also requires a one-time sampling for 
California Toxics Rule (CTR) constituents. The results of this sampling, 
performed on August 29,2007, showed exceedances over the criterion 
concentrations for both arsenic and copper. In addition, mercury was not 
analyzed using the minimum reporting level, 0.0005 microgram per liter (jJg/l). 
This Order amends Board Order No. R6V-2005-0020-A1 to require sampling of 
arsenic and copper on an annual basis until three consecutive samples show no 
exceedance over the criterion concentration. This Order also requires sampling 
and analysis for mercury using the 0.0005 jJg/1 reporting level. 

Results of monitoring may be used to establish limits if continued monitoring 
shows a reasonable potential to exceed water quality criteria applicable to the 
discharge. 

The Discharger has requested reduced monitoring (from monthly to quarterly). 
This Order reduces the receiving water monitoring requirements in Section VIII of 
Attachment E, Monitoring and Reporting Program, from monthly to quarterly. 
The Discharger continues to be required to perform more frequent monitoring 
during spring releases as specified in Section IX.C, Monitoring Requirements for 
First Winter Habitat Flow, Alabama Release, and Initial Two Spring Seasonal 
Habitat Flows. 

3. Findings Necessary for Construction Activity to be Determined Complete 
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The following findings satisfy Provision VI.6.c. of Order No. R6V-2005-0020: 
•	 There is no potential for construction-related storm water pollution: 

Construction activities for the project were completed as of December 
2007 and no further construction is anticipated. 

•	 All elements of the SWPPP have been complete: 
All twelve elements consisting of construction activities, as referenced in 
the SWPPP, have been completed. 

•	 Construction materials and waste have been disposed ofproperly: 
Waste materials from construction were hauled off and disposed of 
properly. 

•	 The site is in compliance with all local storm water management 
requirements, and 

Local storm water management requirements have been satisfied. 
•	 A post-construction storm water management plan is in place as described in 

the SWPPP. 
The post-construction management plan has been implemented and 
management of post-construction treatment controls will be on-going. 

4.	 California Environmental Quality Act 

This action to amend an NPDES permit is exempt from the provisions of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code Section 21000, et 
seq.) in accordance with Section 13389 of the California Water Code (CWC). A 
notice of exemption will be filed with the State Clearinghouse following adoption 
of this Order.. 

5.	 Notice to Interested Parties and Public 

The Water Board has notified the Discharger and all known interested parties 
and persons of its intent to amend the Order. 

6.	 Consideration of Comments 

The Water Board, in a public meeting, heard and considered all comments 
pertaining to this Order. 

'T IS HEREBY ORDERED that Board Order No. R6V-2005-0020-A1 incorporate the 
following changes (deletions in strikethrough, additions underlined when specific text is 
cited): 

1.	 Revise section C.2 of the Discharge Prohibitions, III, on page 12 as follows: 

"Discharges of material other than storm water, which are not otherwise 
authorized by an NPDES permit, to a separate storm sewer system or waters of 
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the nation are prohibited, except as allowed in Special Provisions for 
Construction Activity, C.6.b." 

2. Revise section C.1 of the Provisions, VI, on page 19 as follows: 

"NPDES Permit modification or revocation will be conducted according to 40 CFR 

§122.62, §122.63, §122.64 and §124.5. The State \'later Resources Control 
Board is currently updating the statewide ~JPDES Permit for Discharges of Storm 
Water Associated with Construction Activity. The Regional Water Board may 
revise or modify this NPDES Permit for reasons including, but not limited to, 
incorporating the Storm VVater Pollution Prevention Plan or amendments thereto, 
and ensuring consistency with changes made to the statewide construction 
activity storm '....ater general permit. The Regional VVater Board may review and 
revise or waste discharge requirements in accordance with California Water 
Code §13263, (e) and (f)." 

3. Revise sections C.2.a through C.2.e of Provision VI to the following: 

a.	 The Discharger !=las developed a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP) as required by Provision VI.C.6.a. of Order No. R6V-2005-0020. 
The SWPPP was incorporated into the Permit after consideration by the 
Regional Water Board at a public meeting. The Regional Board received 
the SWPPP on September 29, 2005 to initiate public review and to be 
iRcorporated into the Permit after consideration by the Regional \'Vater 
Board at a public meeting. The Discharger shall implement the SVVPPP 
as reqUired in Provision VI.C.6.a. 

b.	 The construction of the intake structure, pump station, and other 
components identified in the SWPPP have been completed. Therefore, 
the requirements of the SWPPP are terminated, excluding the section in 
the SWPPP identified as: Revegetation and Monitoring Plan for Lands 
Disturbed During LORP Construction Activities. The Discharger shall 
retain a copy of the SWPPP Revegetation and Monitoring Plan at the 
construction site. If the site is inspected by a Regional Water Board, 
SWRCB, U.S.EPA, or municipal storm water management agency 
inspector, the Discharger shall provide the SWPPP Revegetation and 
Monitoring Plan immediately for review if requested. Upon written request 
by a representative of the Regional Water Board, SWRCB, U.S.EPA, or 
municipal storm water management agency inspector, the Discharger 
shall provide a copy of the SWPPP Revegetation and Monitoring Plan 
within five working days from the date a request is received. 

c.	 The Regional Water Board Executive Officer may provide information to 
the Discharger on the development and implementation of SWPPPs and 
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monitoring programs and may require revisions to SWPPPs and 
monitoring programs, after public notice and consideration at a public 
meeting. 

d.	 The Discharger shall comply with construction site inspection and othor 
monitoring program and reporting requirements in Attachment E or M, as 
amended herein. 

e.	 The Discharger shall conduct whole effluent toxicity monitoring as 
described in Attachment E, Section V. Testing may be limited to 
Selenastrum capricornutum (green algae). Toxicity testing shall continue 
on a yearly basis until three consecutive years indicate no toxicity. If 
toxicity is identified in the sample, the WET test shall be repeated within 
120 days. In accordance with the SIP, Section 4: 

1.	 If toxicity as a result of a waste discharge is identified with repeated 
WET tests, the Discharger shall conduct a toxicity reduction 
evaluation as directed by the Regional Water Board Executive 
Officer. The toxicity reduction evaluation may include evaluation(s) 
to identify specific sources of toxicity. 

2.	 The Discharger shall take all reasonable steps to control toxicity 
once a source of toxicity is identified. 

3.	 Failure to conduct a toxicity reduction evaluation within a 
designated period as directed by the Regional Water Board 
.Executive Officer shall result in the establishment of effluent 
limitation for chronic toxicity in a permit or appropriate enforcement 
action. 

4. Revise section C.3.a and C.3.b of Provision VI as follpws: 

a.	 The Best Management Practices developed for construction activity storm 
water discharges, and other LORP discharges covered by this Order, shall be 
designed and implemented such that discharges shall not cause or contribute 
to a violation of any applicable water quality standards contained in the Basin 
Plan. 

b.	 Should it be determined by the Discharger or Regional Water Board that 
storm water discharges and/or authorized non storm '.vater discharges are 
causing or contributing to a violation of an applicable water quality standard, 
the Discharger shall: . 

1.	 Implement corrective measures immediately following discovery that water 
quality standards were exceeded, followed by notification to the Regional 
Water Board by telephone as soon as possible but no later than 48 hours 
after the discharge has been discovered. This notification shall be followed 
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by a report within 14 calendar days to the Regional Water Board, unless 
otherwise directed by the Regional Water Board, describing (1) the nature 
and cause of the water quality standard exceedance; (2) the BMPs 
currently being implemented; (J) any corrective actions or additional BMPs 
identified in the SWPPP which will be imf3lemented to wevent or red lice 
f30llutants that are causing or centributing to the eJweedance of 'Nater 
quality standards; and (4 ~) any maintenance or repair of BMPs. This 
report shall include an implementation schedule for corrective actions and 
shall describe the actions taken to reduce the pollutants causing or 
contributing to the exceedance. 

5.	 Revise section C.5.a of Provision VI as follows: 

Active constructions site and Mmaintenance dredging sites shall be isolated from 
flowing waters by physical barriers such as sand bag dikes, silt fences, or other 
effective controls to prevent uncontrolled discharge to surface waters. 

6.	 Delete sections C.6.a through C.6.c of Provision VI. 

7.	 Delete Section IliA and Section IVA from Attachment E, Monitoring and 
Reporting Program. 

8.	 Revise Section V of Attachment E, Monitoring and Reporting Program, as 
follows: 

Grab samples of water shall be collected once per year at Monitoring 
Location R-004D (representing the Pump Station outfall), within the first six 
manths af initiating discharge 005, to coincide with Reasonable Potential 
Analysis (RPI\) testing for California Toxics Rule (CTR) constituents, as 
specified for R 004D in Section IX./\.1., of this Monitoring and Reporting 
Program. Whole effluent toxicity (WET) testing shall be performed with the 
grab samples obtained. Annual toxicity testing shall be performed until three 
consecutive non-toxic results are obtained. The grab samples shall also be 
analyzed for arsenic, copper and mercury. Annual sampling and analysis for 
arsenic and copper shall be performed until three consecutive samples show 
no exceedance over the criterion concentration. Mercury shall be tested 
using the minimum reporting limit of 0.0005 ug/l. If the mercury results 
indicate a level less than the criterion concentration, annual sampling is not 
required. If the first sample using the above reporting limit is greater than the 
criterion concentration, then annual sampling and analysis for mercury shall 
be performed until three consecutive samples show no exceedance over the 
criterion concentration. All test species, procedures, and quality assurance 
criteria used shall be in accordance with the methods prescribed for definitive 
testing in Short Term Methods for Estimating the Chronic Toxicity of Effluents 
and Receiving Waters to Freshwater Organisms, Fourth Edition, USEPA, 
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October 2002. (Reference: EPA-821-R-02-013.) Dilution and control waters 
should	 be obtained from an area unaffected by the discharge in the receiving 
waters (Los Angeles Aquaduct, R-005U). If toxicity is identified in the sample, 
the WET test shall be repeated within 120 days. Results of the analyses' 
shall be reported within four months of taking the samples initiating 
disGharge QQ4 flaw fram the River Intake ta the bawer O'.\,ens River. 

9.	 Revise the table in Section VIII of Attachment E, Monitoring and Reporting 
Program, by changing "Minimum Sampling Frequency" from "monthly" to 
"quarterly" for all constituents. 

10.	 Replace each of the tables in Sections IX.A.1 and IX.A.2 of Attachment E, 
Monitoring and Reporting Program, with the following table: 

. 
Constituents 

. 
Units 

. 

Sample 
Type MinimuWis~mPlirigiFr~R'uen(>y 

.iii"" .... '. .' . 
Required Test 

".' "Method 

Arsenic and 
Copper ~g/I grab 

Once per year until reach 3 
consecutive years in which result 

< criterion constituent. 
Attachment J 

Mercury ~g/I grab Once (if result> criterion 
constituent, then same as above) 

Attachment J 

Discharge flow cfs N/A Once per year Field 

11.	 Revise Section X.B.3., Self Monitoring Reports (SMRs), by deleting the second 
row in the table and changing "monthly" to "quarterly" in the third row, as follows: 

"3. Monitoring periods and reporting for required monitoring shall be 
completed according to the following schedule: 

Monitoring Type / 
Frequency 

Monitoring Period Beginning / Ending 
. ........... '. 
. Monitoring' 

...... Period. 
SMRDue Date 

Pirsl day 01 
saleAdar week 

Pirsl day 01 seGoAd 
saleAdar Ffl0At~CORstrblstioA 8owat8FiA§ 

anEl stroarn diversieAs ! 
*weel<ly* 

T~e lirsl day el disG~a'!le I last day el 
diss~arge fer aAY sOAslruslioA dewaleriAg or 
stream eivoFSioR. I~roug~ last day loliowiAg FfloAI~ 01 

saFf1~liAg.01 GalOAdar wook 

Water Quality for Influent, 
Effluent, and Receiving 
Water / FfloAI~ly guarterly 

The first day of initiating discharge 004 from 
the River Intake to the Lower Owens River / 
when discharges no longer pose a threat to 
water quality 

First day of 
calendar -mil 
quarter through 
last day of 
calendar _AIR 
ouarter 

First day of second 
calendar month 
following month of 
sampling 

12. Delete Attachment L, Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan Requirements. 
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13.	 Delete references to the SWPPP in Attachment M, Monitoring Program and 
Reporting Requirements. 

14.	 Delete Attachment Q, Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan for Construction 
Activities on the Lower Owens River Project. 

I, Harold J. Singer, Executive Officer, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, 
and correct copy of an Order adopted by the California Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, Lahontan Region on January 14, 2009. 

~£b
HAROLDJ. SI~R 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

TT/clhT: Amended LORP NPDES Permit-Final A2 
File under; Lower Owens River Project 


