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ENCLOSURE 1

Discussion of Standing Items
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CONTROL BOARD

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY
' LAHONTAN REGION

REPORT ON STATUS OF STANDING ITEMS

May 2010

The Water Board haé requested that it be kept informed of the status of a number of

issues. The following table lists the items, the reporting frequency and where the report
can be found.

- REPORT ‘
- ISSUE FREQUENCY - STATUS/ICOMMENT B
City of Barstow Quarterly in the | Due May 2010 Board Meeting
South ' No new information to share this

quarter. Next report is due
September 2010 Board Meeting.

County Sanitation Districts of Los Semi-Annual | Due July 2010 Board Meeting
Angeles - District No. 14 ’

' County Sanitation Districts of Los Sefni—AnnuaI Due July 2010 Board Meeting
Angeles - District No. 20
Status of Basin Plan Amendments Semi-Annual | Due October 2010 Board Meeting
Status of Grants Semi-Annual | Due October 2010 Board Meeting
Caltrans Statewide General Annually Due April 2011
Permit/Tahoe Basin
Tahoe Municipal Pefmit Annually Due June 2010 Board Meeting
Mojave River/El Mirage Dairies Semi-Annual | Due July 2010 Board Meeting
Searles Valley Minerals Operations - Semi-Annual | Due July 2010 Board Meeting
Compliance Status ‘
Wetland Restoration Mitigation - Annually Due November 2010 Board
Mono County ' Meeting
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ENCLOSURE 2

E:xecutive Officer’s Written Report
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Lahontan Regional Water Quality
Control Board

NORTH BASIN

1. 5" Biennial Lake Tahoe Basin Science

Conference - Hannah Schembri

The Tahoe Science Consortium hosted
the 5" Biennial Lake Tahoe Basin Science
Conference on March 16 and 17, 2010
with a focus on “Measuring the Success
of Ecosystem Restoration in the Lake
Tahoe Basin”. The science conference
provided a forum for individuals and
agencies involved in science and
management in Lake Tahoe to discuss

- the latest relevant scientific information
and resulits.

The conference featured 84 oral
presentations and 23 poster presentations
covering a variety of topics. Conference
topics included aquatic invasive species,
soil erosion and modeling, restoration of
streams and habitats, air and water
quality studies, climate change, and
adaptive management.

" The Frameworks for Adaptive
Management and Planning session
included presentations and discussion of
the Lake Clarity Crediting Program and
associated tools, including the Pollutant
Load Reduction Model and the Rapid
Assessment Methodologies developed to
assist implementing agencies document
stormwater facility maintenance needs
and for implementing the Lake Tahoe
TMDL. These programs are on the
forefront of the effort to better quantify and
track water quality improvement efforts in

urbanized areas for the Lake Tahoe
TMDL. Staff from the Nonpoint Source
unit attended concurrent presentations
related to forestry/fuel reduction/wildfire
activities to hear about current research in
these areas.

Many of the presentations came from
research that was funded by the Southern
Nevada Public Lands Management Act
(SNPLMA) from funds allocated to
Science and Research. Water Board staff
is involved in evaluating, ranking and
promoting research proposals submitted
for SNPLMA findings that will generate
scientific information relevant to the Water
Board. Information on the Science '
Conference and other science activities
can be accessed at the Tahoe Science
Consortium website at
http://www.tahoescience.org/.

. Proposed Angora Fire Restoration

Project — Lake Tahoe Basin
Management Unit -Taylor Farnum:

In March, 2010, the Lake Tahoe Basin
Management Unit (LTBMU) released an
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
Angora Fire Restoration Project. The
project incorporates a multi-resource
approach to environmental improvement
for the approximately 2700 acres of
LTBMU managed land burned during the
2007 Angora Fire. The proposal is to
address five major restoration categories
for this area, and includes activities
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Executive Officer’'s Report -2-
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related to vegetation and forest health, (LTBMU) that the memorandum of ‘
wildlife habitat, aquatic habitat and stream understanding and waiver between the

channel restoration, road and trail Lahontan Water Board and the LTBMU

delineation, and noxious weed detection - had expired and was no longer in effect

and removal. Water Board staff reviewed (Resolution No R6T-2003-0021). The

the EA and made comments on specific LTBMU is now required to apply for a

design features planned for the Angora permit or waiver for all future projects,

Restoration Project. Staff provided except for vegetation management

guidance to the LTBMU regarding what activities covered by the 2008 TRPA-

permitting will be needed for the various Lahontan MOU/Waiver.

aspects of the project. .
Lahontan Water Board staff conducted

The Tahoe Regional Planning Agency multiple meetings with LTBMU
(TRPA) will be the sole permitting agency department managers to increase their
for the timber harvest and vegetation understanding of permitting issues and
management activities for this project Basin Plan requirements. These
under the terms of the 2008 Vegetation meetings and information exchange
Management Memorandum of should help avoid permit and Basin Plan
Understanding (MOU) between TRPA and violations. Water Board staff informed the
the Water Board. However, because this LTBMU staff that the Basin Plan prohibits
project includes construction activities the threatened discharge of pollutants to
involving more than one acre and not "~ waters and that violations to this
related to vegetation management, the prohibition will be documented if required
LTBMU will need to obtain coverage best management practices (BMPs) are ‘
under the Tahoe National Pollutant not in place at LTBMU project sites. Staff
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) also pointed out that the post October 15,
General Construction Permit. This Basin Plan prohibition to ground
construction work includes aquatic habitat disturbing activities is an important BMP.
and stream channel restoration activities Variance to this prohibition may be
at Angora Creek, Seneca Pond, and granted provided all other BMPs are in
Gardner Mountain and other project road place prior to this date. Water Board staff
or trail delineation work. A U.S. Army also plan to have a continued field
Corps of Engineers Clean Water Act presence during the 2010 construction
(CWA) Section 404 permit and the Water season and will collaborate with LTBMU
Board’s associated CWA Section 401 staff to try to ensure successful -
Water Quality Certification from the Water implementation of future projects.
Board will also be required for the o
restoration activities at Angora Creek, 4. Tahoe Forest Fuels Team Annual
Seneca Pond, and Gardner Mountain. Workshop - Doug Cushman
The Water Board will act as Lead Agency
in accordance with the California In February, 2010 the Tahoe Forest Fuels
Environmental Quality Act. Team (TFFT) held a two day workshop in
Sacramento. Represented entities

. Multiple Coordination Meetings with included all Tahoe Basin Fire Districts and
USFS Lake Tahoe Basin Management - Departments, Tahoe Regional Planning
Unit (LTBMU) - Doug Cushman Agency, Lahontan Water Board, USFS :

' Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit, .

In February, 2010 | notified the USFS Nevada Department of Forestry, CalFire,
Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit Nevada Fire Safe Council, California
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Tahoe Conservancy, California
Department of Parks and Recreation,
University of California Extension, and
Nevada Division of State Lands.

The workshop allowed all entities to
review the organization’s progress since
its creation in the fall of 2008. The TFFT
operates using a modified Incident
Command System, with an Incident
Commander as the overall manager
responsible for coordinating the actions of
numerous divisions. The major divisions
are: Planning, Finance, Logistics,
Operations and Information/Outreach. All
TFFT agencies are represented in at least
one division and work together to prioritize
where and when fuels reduction projects
are implemented in order to most
efficiently address Tahoe Basin fuels
reduction goals. There is significant
overlap between the various divisions.

Each division discussed major

- accomplishments and future needs
related to the division’s activities. For
planning, progress in permit streamlining
was acknowledged by the adoption of the
2008 TRPA/Lahontan Vegetation
Management Memorandum of
Understanding, and the development of a
“share-point” database that allows all
entities to post and share information on
projects. The finance division discussed
both short and long term funding for
continued fuel reduction projects as well
as maintenance of completed project
areas, and consistency in contracting,
invoicing, and payment. Logistics shared
information regarding best management
practices (BMPs), monitoring, and bio-
mass utilization. Operations also
discussed use of BMPs, available
contractors, and lessons learned during
project implementation. The
information/outreach division discussed

the need to continue to involve and inform .

the community of the need for fuel
reduction activities, and to publicize the
accomplishments to local, state, and

N\

national audiences to ensure continued
social and financial support. All divisions
agreed that it is imperative to begin to
conduct outreach activities related to the
long term need to maintain effective fuel
treatments within the wildland urban
interface (WUI) throughout the Tahoe’
Basin. Long term treatments will likely

~ focus on low intensity prescribed fire for

both ecological and financial reasons.
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SOUTH BASIN

. Antelope Valley Integrated Regional
Water Management Plan and
Salt/Nutrient Management Plan
Meetings — Jan M. Zimmerman

Since May 2006, member agencies of the
Antelope Valley Regional Water
Management Group (RWMG) have met
and developed an Integrated Regional
Water Management Plan (IRWMP). The
purpose of the IRWMP is to develop a
watershed-based approach for addressing
water supply, water quality, flood control,
land use, and environmental resource
management as related to the Antelope
Valley. The Antelope Valley IRWMP was
adopted in December 2007 and January
2008. The Antelope Valley RWMG was
originally formed through a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) among 11 public
agencies for development and
implementation of the IRWMP. The MOU
is necessary to sustain the IRWMP and
assist the group with their plans to apply for
grant funding of water-related projects in
the Antelope Valley.

Water Board staff attended a meeting of
the Antelope Valley RWMG in April 2010.
During this meeting, member agency
representatives gave updates on the status
of several IRWMP Projects. In light of the
importance of water conservation, IRWMP
members also discussed the need to
develop and coordinate advertisement
campaigns to promote xeriscaping and
recycled water use within the Antelope
Valley. Various incentive programs were
discussed including rebates and
demonstration projects currently offered at
various city and county levels. Dave
Rydman, Los Angeles County, Waterworks
Districts, provided an update on
Proposition 84 grant funding. According to
Department of Water Resources (DWR)

representative, Jennifer Wong, the Local
Groundwater Assistance Final Guidelines
will be released in July 2010. Dave
Rydman also discussed a workshop to be
hosted by DWR, which will provide

. guidance on incorporating new climate and

greenhouse gas emission regulations into
IRWMP documents. Mr. Rydman and
other IRWMP members plan to be in
attendance at this workshop.

The Salt/Nutrient Management Plan
coordinators gave an update on the
progress of the water quality assessment.
Jessica Bunker, Los Angeles County,
Waterworks District, presented a map

- showing the locations of the existing wells

that will be used in the analysis, and Erika
de Hollan, Sanitation Districts of Los
Angeles County, provided an overview of
historical water quality data from select
wells, specifically looking at arsenic, total
dissolved solids, ammonia, nitrite, and
nitrate. Committee members discussed the
variability of water quality across the basin
as being the result of different land uses,
with agriculture being predominant in the
east and industrial uses in the west and
central portions of the basin. Based on this
variability, the members suggested that the
Salt/Nutrient Management Plan be
developed utilizing a sub-basin approach.
Concern regarding industrial producers of
salts and nutrients was also discussed,
particularly the use of recycled water in
solar power plant projects. To address this
concern, the committee members
suggested that the Salt/Nutrient
Management Plan include land use
overlays for industrial, agriculture, and
solar. The next Salt/Nutrient Management
Plan committee meeting is schedule for
June 2, 2010. o
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. South Basin Staff Participate in

Regional Science Fair Judging — Patrice
Copeland

Patrice Copeland of our Victorville office
volunteered to be a judge for the Inland
Science and Engineering Fair held this
year at the National Orange Show
fairgrounds in San Bernardino on April 13,
2010. The annual competition is open to

~ 4" through-12" grade students from

Riverside, Inyo, Mono, and San Bernardino
(RIMS) counties. Over 750 projects were
judged during this year’s science fair.
Through their projects, the students
expressed their creative abilities and
knowledge and shared their scientific
interests with other student participants.
Two first-place “gold” award winners from
each category will be given an opportunity
to compete at the state-wide level during
the California State Science Fair which will
be held on May 17 and 18, 2010, in Los
Angeles. Approximately 80 projects from
the RIMS Inland Science and Engineering
Fair will go on to compete at the state fair.

Teams of three to four judges per category
decided on two “gold” first place awards
and five “silver” second place awards, with
the remaining entries given “bronze”
awards for participation. Water Board staff
judged projects in the earth and planetary
sciences category and critiqued the
projects on the basis of use of the scientific

‘method, organization and completeness,

comprehension, clarity of presentation,
effort and motivation, and originality.

The Inland Science and Engineering Fair is
an excellent forum for outreach and
building partnerships to increase public
awareness of water quality issues while
encouraging youth to investigate potential
environmental and water quality problems.

. Edwards Air Force Base Submits Draft

Record of Decision for the Research
Laboratory Arroyos Area — Tim Post

The Edwards Air Force Base (AFB) Office
of Envirohmental Management has
submitted a Draft Record of Decision (RoD)

- for the Arroyos Area of the Air Force

Research Laboratory (AFRL). The RoD
presents the selected remedies for
groundwater and other media at Sites 36,
162, and 461 which encompass the rocket
test stands at AFRL. Rocket test activities
at these sites (rocket motor testing,
maintenance and solid fuel preparation)

resulted in the extensive contamination of

soil and groundwater polluted with
chlorinated solvents, nitrate, and ,
perchlorate at and down gradient of the
sites. ‘

The site geology is a thin layer of alluvium
overlying weathered granite which is
underlain by competent, fractured granite
bedrock. The static water level is within
this fractured bedrock. (

The areal extent of solvent contamination
(the most mobile contaminants) is -
estimated to be three square miles (about
1,920 acres) averaging 200 feet thick in
groundwater. As indicated above, most of
this solvent contaminated groundwater is in
fractured bedrock rather then an alluvium
aquifer. Tetrachloroethene (PCE)
concentrations as high as 6,000 pg/L,
trichloroethene (TCE) concentrations as
high as 7,000 micrograms/liter (ug/L), and
dichloroethene (DCE) concentrations as
high as 48,000 ug/L have been detected
near the suspected source areas. Pure
phase solvents are likely present in the
bedrock fractures and provide a continuing
source of solvent contamination dissolved
in groundwater.
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Currently there is no identified viable, cost-
effective remedial technology to clean up or
remove solvent contamination from
fractured bedrock. Therefore, the Air Force
is proposing a Technical Impracticability
Waiver and a Containment Zone for the
Arroyos solvent plumes. The draft RoD
also proposes a cleanup contingency to
contain and cleanup the plume if the
solvent contamination reaches the alluvial
aquifer some 12,500 feet north-northwest
of source areas.

The Air Force proposes finalizing the Final
RoD by September 30, 2010 and Water
Board staff anticipates presenting a
resolution addressing this RoD to the
Regional Board at the July 2010 meeting

. The Calico Solar Power Project - Richard
Booth '

Tessera Solar (formerly Stirling Energy
Systems) is seeking approval to construct
and operate a concentrating solar power
plant (known as the Calico Project) to
provide clean, renewable, solar-powered
electricity to Southern California Edison.
The electricity from the Calico Project will
assist Southern California Edison and the
state of California meet the mandates of
the California Renewables Portfolio
Standard Program and the California
Global Warming Solutions Act.

The Calico Project will be constructed on
an approximate 8,230-acre site located in
San Bernardino County, 37 miles east of
Barstow on Interstate 40 at Pisgah. The
Project is on land administered by the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), a
federal land management agency. The
Project will use the SunCatcher technology,
consisting of approximately 34,000 25-
kilowatt solar power dishes with a total
generating capacity of approximately 850
megawatts. Each SunCatcher consists of

\»

an approximate 40-foot high by 40-foot
wide solar concentrator dish that supports
an array of curved glass mirror facets
designed to automatically track the sun and
focus solar energy onto a power
conversion unit which generates electricity.

%

The California Energy Commission has the

- exclusive authority to certify the

construction, modification, and operation of
thermal electric power plants 50 megawatts
or larger in California. The Energy
Commission certification is in lieu of any
permit required by state, regional, or local
agencies and federal agencies to the
extent permitted by federal law. The
Energy Commission is the lead agency
under the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA), but produces several
environmental and decision documents
rather than an Environmental Impact
Report. If approved by the Energy
Commission, the certification will establish
the conditions under which the Project shall
be constructed, operated, and
decommissioned.

N

Pursuant to a Memorandum of
Understanding, the BLM and the Energy
Commission staff are conducting a joint
environmental review of the Calico Project

in @ combined National Environmental

Policy Act/CEQA process to avoid

duplication of staff efforts, to share

expertise, and to promote

intergovernmental coordination at the local
state, and federal levels.

Lahontan Water Board and Energy
Commission staffs, and other agencies, are
coordinating efforts to require Tessera’s
construction and operation plans be
protective of water quality. These
requirements (called Conditions of
Certification) include methods to
demonstrate no increased flooding risks,
protection of watercourses to the extent
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practical, and installation and maintenance
of Best Management Practices for each
phase of construction and operation. Water
used for mirror washing requires total
dissolved solids (TDS) concentration less
than 20 milligrams per liter (mg/L). The
groundwater supplying the Project has TDS
values of approximately 350 mg/L. Tessera
will treat the groundwater to meet its mirror
washing needs, and will produce a high
TDS wastewater (approximately 3,600
mg/L) from that treatment. Lahontan Water
Board staff will work with the Energy
Commission to assure the disposal of the
wastewater in the proposed evaporation
ponds on-site will comply with Title 27
regulations and not impair water quality in
the vicinity.

. Update on Cleanup Activities at the
PG&E Hinkley Chromium Plume - Chuck
Curtis

Cleanup continues of groundwater affected
by hexavalent chromium from the Pacific
Gas and Electric Company’s Hinkley
Compressor Station. Based on a Cleanup
~ and Abatement Order | issued to PG&E,
there are now in place three in-situ (in the
groundwater) projects to clean up the
plume, two groundwater extraction and
treatment projects that help contain the
plume and treat the contaminated
groundwater, and one clean water injection
project to help contain one area of the
plume. The cleanup projects are
successfully reducing chromium
concentrations in groundwater. In portions
of the in-situ projects, restoration of
groundwater quality to background .
conditions is being achieved. Much more
effort will be required to restore the entire
area affected by the chromium discharge.

PG&E has requested to consolidate the
three in-situ projects under the General
Waste Discharge Requirements for the site

cleanup. That General Permit allows

various cleanup projects that meet certain
conditions. Currently, these three projects
are regulated under two Waste Discharge

- Requirements and the General Permit.

Consolidating the projects would eliminate
redundant monitoring and reduce staff
effort by reviewing one monitoring report
rather than three.

Monitoring data collected over the past
year indicates that the plume is not fully
contained in the northeast. It appears that
agricultural pumping has shifted a narrow
tongue of the plume to extend to the
northeast. PG&E has submitted a plan to
restore groundwater quality in the portion of
the plume that extends to the northeast and
return the plume to the boundary that is
specified in the Cleanup and Abatement
Order.

Hinkley resident Carmela Gonzalez had
requested at the March 2010 Water Board
meeting that she be given the opportunity
to make a presentation to the Water Board
on Hinkley residents’ concerns regarding
the investigation and cleanup of chromium
from the PG&E Compressor Station. Since
then, Water Board staff have discussed the
project with Ms. Gonzalez, and she has
withdrawn her request to speak before the
Water Board. Staff will continue to keep
Hinkley residents informed of the chromium
investigation and cleanup operations.

Water Board staff have used informal
public information meetings to inform the
Hinkley community on the cleanup and
abatement activities. We have held several
in the past, the most recent being April 26,
2010. The April meeting was held at the
Hinkley School and included poster
presentations by staff of the chromium
plume status, current remediation efforts,
how the cleanup projects work, and the
schedule for a final cleanup plan and its
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implementation. The issue of nitrate
pollution in groundwater in the area was
also presented. '

10. NuWay Dry Cleaners Site — Omar

Pacheco

U.S. EPA recently completed a Targeted
Brownfields Assessment, consisting of soil
and soil vapor sampling at the former
NuWay Dry Cleaners site in Victorville.

The site assessment identified elevated
concentrations of PCE at levels that greatly
exceeded human-based screening criteria
in shallow soils (approximately two feet
below ground surface) at the site. The
former dry cleaner site is now owned by the
City of Victorville with plans to re-develop
the site. No groundwater monitoring wells
were installed on- or off-site during the
investigation due to concerns with creating
a pathway for contaminants to migrate to
groundwater.

An inter-agency meeting was held between
the California Department of Toxic Control
Substances, the City of Victorville, the
Lahontan Water Board, and U.S. EPA to
coordinate with the U.S. EPA regarding
proposed actions at the site. U.S. EPA
provided the group with preliminary data on
the site’s condition and discussed
additional work that could be done under
the Federal Brownfields program. Under
this program, U.S. EPA is planning to
collect samples of indoor air at nearby
buildings and to do additional work at the
site to support future cleanup discussions.
Based on the results of the initial
assessment, the U.S. EPA is planning
additional work at the site consisting of: 1)
evaluate PCE concentrations in soils, and
2) delineate the lateral and vertical extent
of PCE concentrations in soil above site
screening levels in order to determine
removal options. U.S. EPA and the City are
planning on meeting at end of April

11.

individually with businesses and
homeowners where indoor air testing is
planned.

Searles Valley Minerals, Compliance
Status (November 1, 2009 - March 31,
2010) — Omar Pacheco

- Compliance Status

Data from the Trona, Argus, and Westend
Plants indicate compliance with the waste
discharge requirements throughout the
reporting period with one exception. A
monthly effluent sample collected from the
Trona Plant on November, 17, 2009,
detected a formaldehyde concentration of
4,600 micrograms per liter (ug/L), which
exceeds the interim effluent limit of 10 pg/L
in the waste discharge requirements. A
review of plant operations during that time
did not reveal any possible sources.
Because no explanation emerged from the
records search and interviews, Searles
Valley Minerals (SVM) staff developed a
work plan to collect waste stream samples
from various locations upstream from the
Trona Plant point of discharge to verify the
presence or absence of formaldehyde.
SVM anticipate completion of the work plan
and submittal of the report of findings in
December 2010.

Spill Events

SVM did not experience any spills at any of
the three plants during this reporting
period. Good housekeeping practices and
conscious operation effectively eliminated
spills during this period.

Progress on Off-Site Bird Mitigation
Project

The off-site Bird Mitigation Project is in

- operation, which consists of three ponds:

80 acres, 15 acres, and 35 acres in size.

02-0012
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. Operation and management activities are
preformed by representatives of the Dirty
Socks Duck Club. These activities include
well operation, pump operation and
maintenance, repair strategies for berms
and roads, and water management for the
benefit of waterfowl and vegetation. SVM
contributes resources to create and
maintain bird habitat to further mitigate

. avian mortality. Operation and
maintenance costs are satisfactorily being
met yearly by SVM. There are four free-
flowing wells that provide substantial
amounts of water to support the operation.
Vegetation planted along the edges of the
ponds is growing well and is filling in the
area. The project continues to be wetted

- and maintained, and birds are using it.
Current operation and management
practices are expected to maintain a long-
term preservation of developed bird habitat.

Bird Report

SVM continues daily bird monitoring,
hazing, rescue, and rehabilitation activities
with the assistance of personnrel from Flys
Free Wildlife Rescue (FFWR). No bird
losses have been observed this calendar
year. Bird mortality increased some last
year from the year before, but has not
exceeded the California Department of Fish
and Game’s take permit.
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Notification of Spills
(Unauthorized Waste Discharges)
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ENCLOSURE 4

Notification of Closure of
Underground Storage Tank Cases
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ENCLOSURE 5
Violation Reports

(will be sent out under separate cover)
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ENCLOSURE 5

Quarterly Violations Reports

3RP Quarter 2009
4™ Quarter 2009
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