
 

 

Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board 
February 24, 2020 

Mr. Steven Stump, General Manager 
Susanville Sanitary District 
P.O. Box 152  
Susanville, CA 96130  

Notice of Violation and Record of Violations for Assessing Mandatory 
Minimum Penalties, Susanville Sanitary District Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, Lassen County (WDID No. 6A181554991) 

The Susanville Sanitary District (District) collects and treats wastewater for most of the City of 
Susanville. The Wastewater Treatment Plant (Facility) is regulated by Waste Discharge 
Requirements (WDRs), Board Order No. R6T-2008-0022 A1 (NPDES CA0102695). As 
required by section 13385 of the California Water Code, the California Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, Lahontan Region (Water Board) must assess mandatory minimum penalties 
(MMPs) for violations of the effluent limitations contained in the WDRs. 

Enclosed (Enclosure 1) is a Record of Violations (ROV) that contains a list of the effluent limit 
violations that have occurred due to discharges from the Facility from August 31, 2010 to 
November 30, 2019. As shown in the ROV, the proposed MMPs associated with these 
violations is $273,000. 

Please review the ROV for accuracy. If you disagree with any of the violations cited in the 
ROV, please provide an explanation and supporting documentation. Water Board staff have 
compiled an electronic file in a pdf format of the monitoring reports which contain the effluent 
violations. If it would help in your review, you may request this pdf from the contact person 
listed below. 

There is also an outstanding Administrative Civil Liability Complaint (ACL Complaint) 
(Enclosure 2) for violations subject to MMPs prior to August 31, 2010 in the amount of 
$453,000. Provided there are no changes to the ROV, the combined total MMPs for the ROV 
and the outstanding ACL Complaint is $726,000. 

The Water Board staff have confirmed that the Susanville Sanitary District is serving a small 
community with a “financial hardship.” For Facilities that serve small communities with a 
financial hardship, the Water Board has the discretion to allow some or possibly all of the 
MMPs to be credited towards a compliance project that was paid for by the District that either 
has or will result in compliance with the effluent limitations. The District completed an 
ultraviolet (UV) disinfection system compliance project in 2012. Staff understands that this 
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project was paid for by a combination of District funds and grant funding. In order for Water 
Board staff to determine what portion of the MMPs may be credited to the compliance project, 
please provide documentation that identifies how much of the compliance project was paid for 
by the District and how much was paid for by grant funding. Please also provide information 
as to the timeline of construction, when the UV system began operation, and which effluent 
violations it was designed to correct. 

Information the District provides after review of the ROV will be used by staff to determine the 
final MMPs, in combination with the ACL Complaint. The information on the District’s 
expenditures on the 2012 compliance project will be used in conjunction with staff’s research 
on how much of the MMPs may be credited towards the 2012 compliance project. Staff will 
produce a proposal after the District provides the requested information. 

If the 2012 compliance project is not appropriate to offset some or all of the MMPs, the District 
may propose that the MMPs be applied to a Supplemental Environmental Project (SEP) 
developed by another organization or the District, for up to 50% of the total MMPs value. 
SEPs are not to be confused with a compliance project that assists the District in complying 
with WDRs. SEPs are projects preferably within the watershed of the Facility that enhance the 
environment but are not connected to the Facility or assist the Facility in complying with 
WDRs. 

If the District is considering either a new compliance project or a SEP, the District may provide 
that information as part of your response to the ROV. Information about SEPs is found on the 
Lahontan Water Board’s website at 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan/water_issues/programs/enforcement/#sep. 
Information about compliance projects can be found at 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/2017/040417_9
_final%20adopted%20policy.pdf. 

Please respond to this ROV by April 15, 2020. If you have any questions regarding the 
violations, compliance projects, or a potential SEP, please contact me at 
Robert.tucker@waterboards.ca.gov or at (530) 542-5467. 

 
 
Robert Tucker P.E. 
Senior Water Resource Control Engineer 

cc (via email): Patty Z. Kouyoumdjian, Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board 
David Boyers, SWRCB, Office of Enforcement 
Wendy Wyels, SWRCB, Office of Enforcement 

Enc:  1. Record of Violations 
2. Administrative Civil Liability Complaint No. R6T-2011-0002 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan/water_issues/programs/enforcement/#sep
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/2017/040417_9_final%20adopted%20policy.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/2017/040417_9_final%20adopted%20policy.pdf
mailto:Robert.tucker@waterboards.ca.gov
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SUSANVILLE SANITARY DISTRICT 
 WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY 

 
RECORD OF VIOLATIONS (October 1, 2010 – November 30, 2019) MANDATORY PENALTIES 

Data reported under Monitoring and Reporting Programs R6T-2008-0022 and R6T-2008-0022-A01 
 

The following tables list the alleged violations subject to  
mandatory minimum penalties (MMPs), pursuant to Water Code section 13385(h) and (i). 

 
Table A. Effluent Violations Subject to Mandatory Penalties 

Item Date Parameter Units Permit  
Limit Measured Period Remarks CIWQS 

Violation 

 8/31/2010 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 30 7-day median 5 882908 

 9/7/2010 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 30 7-day median 5 888483 

 9/30/2010 Total Suspended Solids mg/L 30 31.2 monthly average 5 888482 

1 10/12/2010 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 30 7-day median 4 1068632 

2 11/9/2010 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 240 7-day median 4 1068633 

3 11/23/2010 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 >1600 7-day median 4 1068634 

4 11/30/2010 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 >1600 7-day median 4 1068635 

5 11/30/2010 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml >240 >1600 

More than once in  
a 30-day period 4 1068636 

6 12/2/2010 Total Suspended Solids mg/L 45 173 weekly average 1 890508 

7 12/2/2010 Total Suspended Solids lb/day 751 1265 weekly average 1 890510 

8 12/7/2010 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 80 7-day median 4 1068637 

9 12/14/2010 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 130 7-day median 4 1068638 

10 12/29/2010 Total Suspended Solids mg/L 45 60 weekly average 4 890509 

11 12/31/2010 Total Suspended Solids mg/L 30 65.2 monthly average 1 890420 

12 12/31/2010 Total Suspended Solids % 85 76 
% removal,  

monthly average 4 890507 

13 12/31/2010 Total Suspended Solids lb/day 500 528 monthly average 4 890511 

14 1/6/2011 Total Suspended Solids mg/L 45 73 weekly average 1 894197 

15 1/13/2011 Total Suspended Solids mg/L 45 54 weekly average 4 894199 

16 1/18/2011 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 130 7-day median 4 1068639 

17 1/31/2011 Total Suspended Solids mg/L 30 45 monthly average 1 894200 

18 1/31/2011 Total Suspended Solids % 85 69 
% removal,  

monthly average 4 894202 

19 2/10/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.02 0.19 
instantaneous 

maximum 2 1068640 

20 2/14/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.02 0.078 
instantaneous 

maximum 2 1068641  
 

21 2/28/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.01 0.096 monthly average 2 1068644 
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22 2/28/2011 Total Suspended Solids mg/L 30 31 monthly average 4 896510 

23 2/28/2011 Total Suspended Solids % 85 81 
% removal,  

monthly average 4 896520 

24 3/1/2011 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 50 7-day median 4 1068645 

25 3/3/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.02 0.03 
instantaneous 

maximum 2 1068647 

26 3/11/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.02 0.05 
instantaneous 

maximum 2 1068648 

27 3/29/2011 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 1600 7-day median 4 1068646 

28 3/31/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.01 0.02 monthly average 2 1068649 

29 4/8/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.02 0.08 
instantaneous 

maximum 2 1068650 

30 4/15/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.02 0.08 
instantaneous 

maximum 2 1068651 

31 4/30/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.01 0.03 monthly average 2 1068652 

32 4/30/2011 Total Suspended Solids mg/L 30 33 monthly average 4 900729 

33 4/30/2011 Total Suspended Solids % 85 84 
% removal,  

monthly average 4 900730 

34 5/6/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.02 0.06 
instantaneous 

maximum 2 1068653 

35 5/31/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.01 0.02 monthly average 2 1068654 

36 6/21/2011 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 30 7-day median 4 1068655 

37 7/5/2011 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 30 7-day median 4 1068656 

38 7/12/2011 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 30 7-day median 4 1068657 

39 7/19/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.02 0.04 
instantaneous 

maximum 2 1068658 

40 7/29/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.02 0.05 
instantaneous 

maximum 2 1068673 

41 7/31/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.01 0.03 monthly average 2 1068660 

42 8/4/2011 pH std unit 8.5 8.6 
instantaneous 

maximum 4 911934 

43 9/2/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.02 0.12 
instantaneous 

maximum 2 1068661 

44 9/30/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.01 0.02 monthly average 2 1068662 

45 10/28/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.02 0.03 
instantaneous 

maximum 2 1068666 

46 10/31/2011 Total Suspended Solids % 85 80 
% removal,  

monthly average 4 913068 

47 10/31/2011 Total Suspended Solids mg/L 30 33 monthly average 4 913066 

48 12/2/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.02 0.08 
instantaneous 

maximum 2 1068667 

49 12/9/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.02 0.09 
instantaneous 

maximum 2 1068668 

50 12/16/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.02 0.09 
instantaneous 

maximum 2 1068669 
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51 12/22/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.02 0.07 
instantaneous 

maximum 2 1068670 

52 12/22/2011 Total Suspended Solids mg/L 45 46 weekly average 4 1068672 

53 12/29/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.02 0.05 
instantaneous 

maximum 2 1068671 

54 12/31/2011 Residual Chlorine mg/L 0.01 0.08 monthly average 2 1068659 

55 12/31/2011 Total Suspended Solids mg/L 30 33 monthly average 4 925735 

56 4/10/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 110 7-day median 4 1068783 

57 4/17/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 80 7-day median 4 1068786 

58 4/19/2012 pH std unit 8.5 8.6 
instantaneous 

maximum 4 1068790 

59 4/25/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 30 7-day median 4 1068788 

60 5/8/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 30 7-day median 4 1068791 

61 5/22/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 300 7-day median 4 1068792 

62 5/29/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 300 7-day median 4 1068794 

63 5/29/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml >240 300 

More than once in  
a 30-day period 4 1068795 

64 5/31/2012 Total Suspended Solids mg/L 30 31 monthly average 4 1068796 

65 6/5/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 300 7-day median 4 1068812 

66 6/12/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 900 7-day median 4 1068813 

67 6/12/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml >240 900 

More than once in  
a 30-day period 4 1068814 

68 6/19/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 300 7-day median 4 1068816 

69 6/19/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml >240 300 

More than once in  
a 30-day period 4 1068815 

70 6/26/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 300 7-day median 4 1068817 

71 6/26/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml >240 300 

More than once in  
a 30-day period 4 1068818 

72 6/28/2012 Total Suspended Solids mg/L 45 58 weekly average 4 1068819 

73 6/30/2012 Total Suspended Solids % 85 84 
% removal,  

monthly average 4 1068820 

74 6/30/2012 Total Suspended Solids mg/L 30 42 monthly average 1 1068821 

75 7/10/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 130 7-day median 4 1068825 

76 7/17/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 130 7-day median 4 1068826 

77 7/24/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 110 7-day median 4 1068827 

78 7/26/2012 pH std unit 8.5 8.6 
instantaneous 

maximum 4 937708 

79 7/31/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 170 7-day median 4 1068828 
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Table B.  Reporting Violations Subject to Mandatory Penalties 
 

 Report Due Date Date Submitted # of 30-day periods 
after due date 

# of serious 
violations 

CIWQS 

1 June 2015 monthly 7/15/2015 9/9/2015 1 1 1068842 
 

Remarks: 
1. Serious violation: For Group 1 pollutants (i.e., TSS) that exceed the effluent limitation by 40% or more. 
2.  Serious Violation: For Group 2 pollutants (i.e., chlorine) that exceed the effluent limitation by 20% or more. 
3.  Non-serious violation not subject to MMPs:  the violation falls within the first three violations within a 180-day 
period, and thus is not subject to MMPs.   
4.  Non-serious violation subject to MMPs. 
5.   Supporting violation for which MMPs have already been assessed in ACLC-R6T-2011-0002.  Used to determine the 
180-day period for non-serious violations. 
 

VIOLATIONS AS OF: As of November 30, 2019 
Group I Serious Violations:  6 
Group II Serious Violations: 23 

 Serious Reporting Violations  1 
Non-serious Violations Subject to MMPs: 61 
Total Violations Subject to MMPs: 91 

 
Non-Serious Violations Not Subject to MMPs: 1 

 
91 MMP Violations x $3,000 per violation = $273,000 

80 7/31/2012 Total Suspended Solids mg/L 30 32 monthly average 4 930412 

81 8/7/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 500 7-day median 4 1068829 

82 8/14/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 110 7-day median 4 1068830 

83 8/21/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 60 7-day median 4 1068831 

84 8/28/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 240 7-day median 4 1068832 

85 9/4/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 130 7-day median 4 1068833 

86 9/11/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 110 7-day median 4 1068834 

87 9/13/2012 pH std unit 8.5 8.9 
instantaneous 

maximum 4 938497 

88 9/18/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 130 7-day median 4 1068835 

89 9/25/2012 Total Coliform Organisms 
MPN/ 
100 ml 23 900 7-day median 4 1068836 

90 9/27/2012 pH std unit 8.5 8.8 
instantaneous 

maximum 4 938498 

 Amended Permit (R6T-2008-0022-A01) in effect 

91 1/17/2019 pH std unit 6.5 6.4 
instantaneous 

minimum 3 1055735 






































