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Ms. Mary Bergen
11584 Creek Road
Ojai, CA 93023

GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIFIED DISCHARGES TO
GROUNDWATER IN SANTA CLARA AND LOS ANGELES RIVER BASINS - LION CREEK
BRIDGE, OJAI, CALIFORNIA

(FILE NO. 08-043, ORDER NO. 93-010, SERIES NO. 031, CI-9401)

Dear Ms. Bergen:

We have completed our review of your application for discharge of groundwater that is anticipated
during construction of concrete supporting piles for the new bridge onto an old stranded
secondary creek channel with a natural berm around the edges.

The goal of the project is to replace an existing bridge that is a barrier to steelhead with a railroad
car bridge that is above the 100 year flood plain. Because the soils report showed groundwater at
approximately four feet, Ms. Mary Bergen (hereinafter Discharger) expects to have to pump
groundwater from the site during construction of the concrete supporting piles.

The project site is on Rancho Dos Rios in Ventura County, California, approximately 3.5 miles
from the junction of Creek Road and Highway 33 (Figure 1). The bridge spans Lion Creek,
approximately 850 feet upstream of the confluence with San Antonio Creek. Figure 2 is an
overview showing the bridge site, the closest public road (Creek Road) and the temporary
access road. The access road is necessary because the weight limit for the ranch bridge is 20
tons and the new bridge, the crane to install the bridge and concrete trucks exceed this limit.

The property boundary and the two streams (Lion and San Antonio Creeks) as well aé the
drainage patterns around the bridge site are shown in Figure 3. The proposed discharge site is
shown in Figure 4.

Pumping groundwater will only be necessary during construction of the pilings for the bridge.
This will include the drilling of the holes for the pilings (2 days) and the setting of rebar and
pouring of concrete (4 days). The Discharger is proposing to discharge the groundwater onto
the concrete behind the barns. The flow will proceed along the concrete to an upland area
behind the barns (Figure 4).

The upland area is an old stranded secondary creek channel with a natural berm around the
edges. The area of the proposed disposal site is approximately 15,900 ft? (0.366 acre). The
area of the disposal site is expected to be sufficient to contain the ground water discharge. In
the worst case scenario, groundwater would be discharged for 10 hours at a rate of 10 gallons
per minute (gpm) on two consecutive days, producing 12,000 gallons of water. Twelve
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thousand gallons would cover 11% of the area to a depth of one foot. The total expected
discharge of 36,000 gallons would cover 33% of the area to a depth of one foot.

If, for any reason, the flow approaches the limits of the disposal site, sand bag barriers will be built
to contain the flow. If barriers are not sufficient to contain the flow, the discharge of groundwater
will be stopped until it is possible to contain the flow. No groundwater will be allowed to flow
outside of the boundaries of the disposal site.

Lion Creek is a sub-watershed (13 mz) of the Ventura watershed (226 mz). Lion Creek originates
in the Upper Ojai Valley and drains through Lion Canyon to San Antonio Creek. The watershed in
upper Ojai is a broad valley edged by steep mountains, with the Topa Mountains to the north and
Sulpher Mountain to the south. The Upper Qjai is mostly rural, with hay fields, cattle grazing and
some horse farms. Lion Canyon is narrow and rugged with steep hillsides rising to Sulphur
.. Mountain on the south and Black Mountain on the north.

The project site is located within the West of Sulphur Mountain Road sub-basin of the Upper Ojai
Valley Basin. Analyses of a grab water sample from the stream at bridge site in April 2008 indicate
Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) at 1,430 mg/L, sulfate at 650 mg/L, and chloride at 93 mg/L. The
levels for TDS and sulfate exceed the Water Quality Control Plan for Coastal Watersheds of Los
Angeles and Ventura Counties (Basin Plan) water quality objectives (1,000 mg/L and 30 mg/L,
respectively), but appear to be native to the local alluvial aquifer system. According to the Basin
Plan, the Lion Canyon sub-watershed within the Santa Clara River Watershed is considered to
support beneficial uses, including groundwater recharge, water contact recreation, non-contact
water recreation, warm freshwater habitat, cold freshwater habitat, wildlife habitat, migration of
aquatic organisms, spawning, reproduction, and/or early development, and wetland habitat.

Waste Discharge Requirements (E.6.) of Board Order No 93-010 states: “Wastewater discharged
to groundwater shall maintain the existing water quality, even if that existing water quality exceeds
established objectives. A determination shall be made by the Executive Officer as to the
applicability of water quality standards with regard to the “Statement of Policy with Respect to
Maintaining High Quality of Water in California”, with éach discharge, on a site-specific basis”.
The proposal is for groundwater to be dischared in the area from which it was extracted from the
same aquifer. It will not be a threat to water quality nor will it threaten beneficial uses of the local
groundwater. Subsequently,.the Executive Officer has determined that the objectives for TDS and
sulfate per Attachments "A" and "B" of Order No. 93-010 are not applicable to this proposed
discharge. _

Regional Board staff have reviewed the information provided and determined that the proposed
discharge qualifies for enrollment under Order No. 93-010, “General Waste Discharge
Requirements for Specified Discharges to Groundwater in Santa Clara River and Los Angeles
River Basins” adopted by this Board on January 25, 1993.

Enclosed are your Waste Discharge Requirements consisting of Regional Board Order No. 93-
010, Monitoring and Reporting Program No. CI-9401 and Standard Provisions Applicable to
Waste Discharge Requirements. The Monitoring and Reporting Program requires you to
implement the monitoring program on the date you receive this Order. All monitoring reports

California Environmental Protection Agency

(4%
(9 4 Recycled Paper
Our mission is to preserve and enhance the quality of California’s water resources for the benefit of present and future generations.




Ms. Mary Bergen -3- May 28, 2009

should be sent to the Regional Board, ATTN: Information Technology Unit. When submitting
monitoring and technical reports to the Regional Board per these requirements, please include a
reference to “Compliance File No. CI-9401”, which will assure that the reports are directed to the
appropriate file and staff. Also, please do not combine other reports with your monitoring reports.
Submit each type of report as a separate document.

In order to avoid future annual fees, please notify this Regional Board when the project has been
completed and the permit is no longer needed.

We are sending a copy of Board Order No. 93-010 only to the applicant. A copy of the Order is
available at our website: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles.

If you have any additional questions, please contact Project Manager, Mr. David Koo at (213) 620-
6155 or Unit Chief, Dr. Rebecca Chou at (213) 620-6156.

Sincerely,

Traey J. Bgoscue
Executi fficer

Enclosures
1) General Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. 93-010
2) Standard Provisions
3) Monitoring and Reporting Program CI-9401 -

CC: Mr. William Stratton, Ventura County, Environmental Health Division
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1. USGS Map showing location of Lion Creek bridge replacement project
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Exhibit C
Lion Creek Bridge Replacement Project
Project Location Map
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2. Overview showing location of bridge site and temporary access road.
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3. Drainage at bridge site. Blue arrows show flow of Lion and San Antonio Creeks.
Black arrows show surface flow.
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4. Location of groundwater discharge. The red line shows the flow path. The black line
shows the boundary of the disposal area.




Btate of California
CALIFCORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROI BOARD
) 108 ANGELES REGION

ORDER NO. $3-010

GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
YOR BPECIPIED DISCHARGES TO GROUNDWATER
s Iﬂ .
SANTA CLARA RIVER AND LOS ANGELES RIVER BASINS
Pile No. 92-60

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, los Angeles
Region (hereinafter Regional Board), finds:

1.

L

4.

The California Water Code, Section 13260 of Chapter 4, Article

4, reguires that any person discharging wastes, or proposing
to discharge wastes, which could affect the quality of the
waters of the State, shall file a Report of Waste Discharge
with the Regicnal Board. The Regional Board will then
prescribe regquirements as to the nature of the proposed or
existing discharge.

A number of activities carried on within the Region result in
the discharge of water that, because of its characteristics,
results in 1little or ne pollution when discharged to
groundwater. Examples of these activities include:

a)  hydrostatic testing of tanks, pipes, and storage vessels:

b} construction dewatering:

c) dust control application:

d) water irrigation storage systems;
e) subterranean seepage dewatering:
£) well development and test pumping;

‘g) agquifer testing; and

h) monitoring well construction. .

The following discharges are specifically excluded from this
list: water produced from seawater extraction or wastewater

treatment, reclaimed water, and water to be-injected directly

into an aquiter. . '
The water discharged from these activities results in

" discharges of relatively "clean" wastewater, containing few

poellutants. For the purposes of this Order, "wastewater® is
defined as high guality wastewater, produced as a result of

the above~listed specified activities, and other similar

activities. It is of & quality acceptable for use under State
Department of Health Services standards and the Regional
Boargd’s Water Quality Control Plan.

These discharges occur in a manner where they will likely,
through recharge or percolation, enter the groundwater and may
therefore, be considered a2 waste discharge which could affect
the guality of the waters of the State, and for which a2 Report
of Waste Discharge must be filed undexy Water Code Section

13260. : .

January 6, 1993




General Waste Discharge Requirements File No. 92-80
bischarge to Groundwater : .
Order No. 93=010

6.

7.

g.

9.

10.

Bach month, this Regional Board receives a large number of
reguests ‘to discharge water from the activities listed in
Finding 2 above, and for other similar activities. For each
such request, staff must determine the absence or presence of
significant pollutants in the discharge, the regqulatory limits

‘for the pollutants, and the potential impact of the discharge

on the waters of the State, and then prepare individual Waste
Discharge Regquirements.

It is anticipated that the large number of such reguests will
continue to be filed, and far exceed the capacity of staff to
review applications and prepare individual Waste Discharge
Requirements to bring to the Board for consideration, in a
timely manner. These circumstances create the need for an
expedited system for processing the numerous reguests for
discharge to groundwater. _ -

The adoption of General Waste Discharge Requirements wills
a) simplify the application process for the Discharger,

'~ b) expedite the issuance of Waste Discharge Requirements and

decrease the regulatory burden on the regulated
community, ' . :

c) free up Board staff for higher priority work, and

d) reduce the Board’s time involved by enabling the
Executive ©Officer to  notify <the Discharger, in-
appropriaste cases, of the applicability of these general
requirements adopted by the Regional Board.

These General Waste Discharge Requirements would benefit the
public, the Board, and Board staff by accelerating the review
process without loss of regulatory jurisdiction or oversight.

The beneficial uses of groundwater in the Los Angeles River
and Santa Clara River Basins may include municipal and
domestic supply, agricultural supply, industrial service and
process supply, and freshwater replenishment.

The Board adopted revised Water Quality Control Plans for the
Santa Clara River Basin and los Angeles River Basin on October
22, 1590, and June 3, 1951, respectively. These Water Quality
Control Plans contain water quality objectives for groundwater
within the Basins. The requirements contained in this oOrder,
as they are met, will be in conformance with the goals of
these Water Quality Controel Plans. . :

The State Water Resources Control Board adopted Resclution 68~
16, *Statement of Policy With Respsct to Maintaining High
Quality of Waters in California®™, on October 28, 1968. This
Policy states that wherever the existing quality of water is
better than the gquality established as objectives or adopted

" policies, such existing guality shall be maintained.
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General Waste Discharge Reguirements , File No. 92-60
Discharge to Groundwater
Order No. 93-010

11, The issuance of General Waste Discharge Regquirements for the
discharges subject to these general requirements is exempt
from the provisions of Chapter 3 (commencing with Section
21300) of Division 13 of the Public Resources Code pursuant to
‘ong oy more of the following:

a) The lead agency has prepared an Environmental Impact
Report or a negative declaration based on findings
pursuant to California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title
14, Chapter 3, Section 15070, which show that there will
be no significant impact on water quality.

b) The replacement or reconstruction of existing structures
will have substantially the same purpose and capacity as
the structure reéplaced as defined in CCR, Title 14,

Section 135302. :

c) The construction of new structures or the conversion of
existing small structures will have only minor
nodifications in the exterior of the structure as defined
“in CCR, Title 14, Section 15303.

d) The activity will cause only minor alterations to land as
defined in CCR, Title 14, Section 15304,

e} Minor alterations in land use will not result in any
changes in land use or density as defined in CCR, Title
14, Section 15305. ‘ : b

12. These General Waste Discharge Requirements are not intended to
alter or supersede existing restrictions or conditions imposed
by other government agencies.

The Board has notified interested agencies and concerned persons of
- its intent to adopt General Waste Discharge Requirements for
specified discharges to groundwater, and has provided them with an
opportunity to subnmit their written views and recommendations.

The Board, in a public meeting, heaxd and considered all comments
pertaining to the tentative requirements. .

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED 'that the Dischargers authorized under this
order shall comply with the following:

A. ELIGIBILITY

1. ‘The General Waste Discharge Reguirements, contained in
this Order, will regulate discharges to groundwater from:
hydrostatic testing of tanks, pipes and storage vessels;
construction dewatering; dust control application; water
irrigation storage systems; subterranean seepage
dewatering; well development and test pumping; aguifer
testing: monitoering well construction; and other similar
discharges, in accordance with the California Code of

Regulations.
3
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General Waste Discharge Requirements File No. 92~-60

-Discharge to Groundwater

Order No. 23-010

2.

" B. APPLICABILITY

e

2.

To gualify for coverage under this Order, the bischarger
may be required to:

a2} submit specific hydrogeological site studies
summarizing the <following: vregional and local
hydrogeclogy, . a site plan designating structures
and operations, descriptions and details of
representative water supply and monitoring wells,
and water conveyance systems, soll engineering
analyses of represantative earth materials:
including site lithology, permeability,
infiltration data, and any potential adverse
impacts on groundwater.

b) demonstrate- that ‘the discharge meets the criteria
set forth herein, and that specified discharges to
groundwater will not adversely impact the overall
guality of the regional and Jocal groundwater
basin(s), and is in accordance with the appropriate
Basin ©Plan Water Quality Objectives, State
bepartment of Health Services (DHS) Primary and
Secondary Drinking Water Standards, and all water
guality standards  associated with  Priority
Pellutants.

c) demonstrate that disinfectants, if used, will not
adversely impact water guality in the groundwater
basin(s).

The dischargs must -not adversely impact the overall
guality of the regional and local groundwater basins,
must not adversely affect beneficial uses, and must have
water quality characteristics in accordance with Basin
Plan Water Qualjity Objectives, State Department of Health
Services’ (DHS) Primary and Secondary Drinking water
Standards, -and al) water quality standards asscciated
with Priority Pollutants. .

This Oxder will 'serve as General Waste Discharge
Requirements for specified discharges to groundwater.

Upon receipt of the Report of Waste Discharge describing

"such discharge, the Executive Officer shall determine, as

applicable, if such.discharge,

































































































