WATERSHED STAKEHOLDER ACTIVITIES

Calleguas Creek Watershed
The Calleguas Creek Watershed Management Plan Committee was convened in1996 to initiate development of a comprehensive watershed management plan.  A large group of stakeholders, including federal, state, and local agencies, landowners, businesses, and nonprofit organizations are represented.  A Steering Committee, consisting of a smaller group of stakeholders, guides the day-to-day activities of the watershed group.  Subcommittees have changed through time but currently target Water Resources/Water Quality, Flood Protection and Sediment Management, Habitat/Open Space/ Recreation, Land Use, Public Outreach/Education, and Agriculture.  Subcommittees generally meet monthly, bimonthly, or as-needed. The Management Plan Committee as a whole is currently focusing its attention on TMDL work in the watershed.  Information about the management committee and its subcommittees as well as documents and meeting dates can be found at http://www.calleguascreek.org/.

Santa Clara River Watershed

The Ventura County Watershed Protection District has published two documents that are available on their webpage at http://portal.countyofventura.org/portal/page?_pageid=876,1324291&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL.  One is a wetland project permitting guide for areas within the county and along the full length of the Santa Clara River.   The other is a guide to native and invasive streamside plants.

A “State of the Watershed” report for the Santa Clara River Watershed was prepared by Regional Board staff in 2006.  The report describes the watershed and summarizes available water quality data in a manner easily understood by the layperson.  The report can be downloaded by accessing the Regional Board’s website at  http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/regional_program/wmi/ws_santaclara.shtml.  

The Santa Clara River Enhancement and Management Plan (SCREMP) was developed to address management of the 500-year floodplain of the main river corridor.  Related to the SCREMP, the details of a comprehensive river monitoring plan are being worked out by a group of watershed stakeholders.  The management plan and the recommendations for a comprehensive monitoring plan can both be viewed at http://portal.countyofventura.org/portal/page?_pageid=876,1324291&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL.  Additionally, an Army Corps of Engineers-sponsored watershed-wide planning effort is underway which will follow up on the intensive effort put into river corridor planning.   More information on this activity may be found at http://www.ladpw.org/wmd/scr/docs/SCR%20Pub%20Wkshp%202007%2008%2016%20b.pdf .

In 1994, a pipeline over the Santa Clara River ruptured during the Northridge Earthquake and spilled crude oil.  Funds from a settlement for natural resources damages are being administered by the Santa Clara River Trustee Council which is made up of representatives from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services and California Department of Fish and Game.  The Trustee agencies completed a Restoration Plan and Environmental Assessment for the Santa Clara River ARCO Oil Spill (Restoration Plan) to guide the use of the settlement funds. The Trustees are implementing preferred projects described in the Restoration Plan by identifying potential land acquisition and habitat restoration opportunities in the Santa Clara River Watershed.   Some of the oil spill settlement funds have been allocated to studies of the river’s biota that will eventually be utilized by the Coastal Conservancy’s Santa Clara River Parkway Restoration Feasibility Study.  The results of the feasibility study will be used in restoration of parcels along the river being acquired by the Coastal Conservancy.  Information on the Parkway and copies of technical reports available for download may be found at http://www.santaclarariverparkway.org/.

Miscellaneous Ventura Coastal Watershed Management Area

An oil pipeline ruptured in December 1993, spilling more than 2,000 barrels of crude oil into McGrath Lake and onto nearby beaches.  A Trustee Council was eventually formed to plan and manage restoration of natural resources using settlement funds.  The McGrath State Beach Area Berry Petroleum Oil Spill Restoration Plan and Environmental Assessment may be viewed at http://www.dfg.ca.gov/ospr/spill/nrda/nrda_mcgrath.html . 

A wetlands restoration plan is being developed for the Ormond Beach Wetlands by the State Coastal Conservancy and its consultants.  Progress on this work is generally discussed at Ormond Beach Task Force meetings held on the fourth Thursday of every other month in Oxnard.  Draft alternatives for restoration were presented at a recent meeting.

The Ventura County Task Force of the Wetlands Recovery Project meets on the second Thursday of the month, generally from 2- 4 PM, at the Ventura County Government Center’s Multipurpose Room.  Updates on various projects and studies occur at these meetings.  

Ventura River Watershed

Development of a Proposition 50-funded watershed protection plan is underway.  The effort is being led by the Ventura County Watershed Protection District with active participation by the Ventura River Watershed Council.  More information may be found at http://www.watershedscoalition.org/.

Implementation of an Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study is ongoing in the watershed.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Ventura County Watershed Protection District are the major partners in this effort which evaluated, among other options, the feasibility of restoring the ecosystem through removal of Matilija Dam.  The Final EIR/EIS was released in September 2004 and federal funding is currently being pursued for construction work; work on some downstream levees and bridges is scheduled for the near-term.  More information, including project reports and the Final EIR/EIS, may obtained on the website http://www.matilijadam.org/.

The Matilija Coalition is a local group committed to removal of Matilija Dam and subsequent ecosystem restoration.  More information about the group may be found at http://www.matilija-coalition.org/.

A “State of the Watershed” report for the Ventura River Watershed was prepared by Regional Board staff in 2002. The report describes the watershed and summarizes available water quality data in a manner easily understood by the layperson.  The report can be downloaded by accessing the Regional Board’s website at  http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/regional_program/wmi/ws_ventura.shtml.  
Santa Monica Bay Watershed Management Area – Malibu Creek Watershed 

The Malibu Creek Watershed Council have met on a bimonthly basis for many years and is concerned with a variety of human health and habitat issues.  Current active committees/task forces under the Council include those focusing on habitat/species, monitoring/water quality, education, and Rindge Dam.  The Council’s Malibu Lagoon Task Force served as an advisory group during development of a lagoon restoration plan.  A copy of the lagoon restoration plan, funded by the Coastal Conservancy, may be found at http://www.healthebay.org/currentissues/mlhep/default.asp.   Implementation of the plan is underway.

Minutes from previous Council meetings, agendas for future meetings, and information about the watershed may be found on the Council’s website at  http://www.malibuwatershed.org/.  

A Malibu Creek Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study is underway.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and California Department of Parks and Recreation are the major partners in this effort which will evaluate, among other options, the feasibility of restoring the ecosystem through removal of Rindge Dam.  The technical advisory group for the effort meets approximately monthly while a larger stakeholder focus group meets as needed.

Santa Monica Bay Watershed Management Area – Ballona Creek Watershed
The Los Angeles County Department of Public Works was awarded a Proposition 13 Watershed Protection Grant by the State Water Resources Control Board to prepare a

watershed plan for Ballona Creek.  The Ballona Creek Watershed Task Force met for about a year during Plan development and the final Plan was released at the group’s September 2004 meeting.  The group meets in the afternoon on the third Tuesday of the month, generally in Culver City.  Meeting minutes and agendas may be found at http://www.ladpw.org/wmd/watershed/bc/.

The Coastal Conservancy, in partnership with the California Department of Fish and Game and State Lands Commission, is developing a restoration plan for Ballona Wetlands.  More information about this work may be found at http://www.ballonarestoration.org.  A US Army Corps-funded Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study is also being conducted in coordination with the Coastal Conservancy work.  More information about this study may be found at http://www.spl.usace.army.mil/cms/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=64&Itemid=31.

Santa Monica Bay Watershed Management Area – Topanga Creek Watershed
A watershed committee began meeting in the Topanga Creek Watershed in 1998.  This group was formed as a followup to the Topanga Canyon Floodplain Management Citizens’ Advisory Committee which produced a draft Topanga Creek Watershed Management Plan in 1996.  A major goal of the watershed committee has been to prioritize potential watershed protection actions previously identified, and participate in a coordinated resource management planning (CRMP) process.  A watershed management plan was finalized in 2002.  Watershed residents continue work on implementation of actions identified in the Management Plan.  The group currently meets on an infrequent basis.  Their website address is http://www.topangacreekwatershedcommittee.org.

Dominguez Watershed 
The Dominguez Watershed includes the waters of Dominguez Channel, Los Angeles/Long Beach Harbors, Machado Lake, and the land areas draining into them.  The Los Angeles County Department of Public Works was awarded a Proposition 13 Watershed Protection Grant by the State Water Resources Control Board to prepare a

Watershed Management Master Plan.  The Dominguez Watershed Advisory Council was formed in February 2001 to conduct a variety of tasks that included assisting with the development of the Master Plan aimed at protecting and improving the environment and beneficial uses of the watershed.  The Master Plan was finalized and a list of potential implementation projects/programs was included in the Plan.  The group’s website is at http://ladpw.org/wmd/watershed/dc/ where a copy of the Master Plan may be downloaded.  

A “State of the Watershed” report for Dominguez has been finalized by Regional Board staff after stakeholder input on the draft report.  The final document can be downloaded at  http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/regional_program/wmi/water_report/DominguezChannelState.shtml.   

Los Angeles River Watershed 

The Los Angeles and San Gabriel Rivers Watershed Council (LASGRWC) is a consortium of government agencies, community and environmental groups, business and academia who organized to resolve and prevent problems in the watershed in a cooperative, collaborative manner.  The LASGRWC conducts a quarterly watershed symposium on the third Wednesday of the month.   Information on upcoming symposia may be found at http://www.lasgrwc.org.

The LASGRWC received Proposition 13 grant funds from the State Water Resources Control Board to prepare a Compton Creek Watershed Management Plan.  Compton Creek is a tributary to the lower Los Angeles River.  A steering committee and a community action team developed the Plan which can be found at  http://www.lasgrwc.org/ComptonCreek.htm.  An implementation plan entitled “Realizing Change in the Compton Creek Watershed” can also be found on the webpage.

The City of Los Angeles, US Army Corps of Engineers, and multiple partners have developed a Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan which is available at http://www.lariverrmp.org/.  A Programmatic Environmental Impact Report/Statement is also available.

The San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments (SGVCOG), in partnership with the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC), received Proposition 13 grant funds from the State Water Resources Control Board to prepare a Rio Hondo Watershed Management Plan.  The Rio Hondo is a major subwatershed draining to the Los Angeles River.  A copy of the watershed management plan is available for download at http://www.rmc.ca.gov/plans/water.html.  

Information about the Arroyo Seco, a major tributary to the Los Angeles River, may be found at the Arroyo Seco Foundation’s website http://www.arroyoseco.org/.  The nonprofit organization Northeast Trees received Proposition 13 grant funds from the State Water Resources Control Board to prepare an Arroyo Seco Watershed Management and Restoration Plan which was completed in March 2006.  It can be downloaded at http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/fundings/arroyoseco%20wmrp.pdf .

The River Project is a nonprofit organization dedicated to planning for natural resource protection, conservation and enhancement in Los Angeles County.  The group received CalFed funding to develop a watershed management plan for the Tujunga/Pacoima Watershed, a subwatershed of the Los Angeles River.  The management plan has been finalized and can be downloaded at http://www.theriverproject.org/tujunga/plan.html .  More information about the organization may be found at http://www.theriverproject.org/ and about the Tujunga Wash project at http://www.tujungawash.org/.  
The Friends of the LA River is a nonprofit organization formed in 1986 in support of Los Angeles River restoration activities.  More information about the organization may be found at http://www.folar.org/.

San Gabriel River Watershed

A conference entitled “Building a Healthier San Gabriel River Watershed” was conducted by the LASGRWC in El Monte on September 16-17, 2008.  Presentations from the conference may be found at http://www.lasgrwc.org.

Amigos de los Rios is a nonprofit organization working with cities and residents to renew urban neighborhoods.  A current project being worked on is the Emerald Necklace, a vision for a 17-mile loop of parks and greenways connecting 10 cities and nearly 500,000 residents along the Río Hondo and San Gabriel Rivers.  More information about the organization may be found at http://www.amigosdelosrios.org/.

In 1999, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors directed the Department of Public Works to prepare a San Gabriel River Master Plan which has since been adopted by the County Board of Supervisors. The intent was to develop a consensus-based document that recognizes and addresses River issues and concerns of the stakeholders. It includes areas within existing rights of way from Morris Dam in the San Gabriel Mountains to the River's outlet in Seal Beach. The Master Plan identifies project opportunities for:  enhancements for recreation, open space, and habitat areas;  restoration; preservation of the River's natural resources; maintaining flood protection and existing water rights. The Master Plan effort will continue to be coordinated with the activities of the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountain Conservancy.  Documents relating to the Master Plan may be obtained at http://www.sangabrielriver.com/.

The San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) produced a Guiding Principles Watershed and Open Space Plan which may be obtained at http://www.rmc.ca.gov/.  Meeting notices for the Conservancy’s Board are also on the website.  The Conservancy is an independent State agency within the Resources Agency  established by law in 1999.  Its jurisdiction includes the San Gabriel River and its tributaries, the Lower Los Angeles River and its tributaries, and the San Gabriel Mountains, Puente Hills, and San Jose Hills. It was established to preserve urban open space and habitats in order to provide for low-impact recreation and educational uses, wildlife and habitat restoration and protection, and watershed improvements within its jurisdiction.  Implementation of the Open Space Plan is occurring partly through award of pass-through grant funds. 

The County of Orange, in coordination with the County of Los Angeles and multiple stakeholders in both counties, completed a watershed management plan for Coyote Creek, a subwatershed of the San Gabriel River which straddles two counties and two Regional Board jurisdictions.  The creek enters the San Gabriel River near the ocean and the subwatershed area covers a densely populated area of southeastern Los Angeles County and northern Orange County.  The watershed management plan is available for download at http://www.rmc.ca.gov/plans/water.html .

A “State of the Watershed” report for the San Gabriel River Watershed was prepared by Regional Board staff in 2000.  The report describes the watershed, with its many diversion structures and recharge areas, and summarizes available water quality data in a manner easily understood by the layperson.  The report can be downloaded by accessing the Regional Board’s website at http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/regional_program/wmi/ws_sangabriel.shtml.   

Los Cerritos Channel/Alamitos Bay Watershed Management Area
A feasibility study for restoration of Colorado Lagoon was funded by the Coastal Conservancy.  The lagoon is a tidal water body connected to Alamitos Bay via a box culvert.  The lagoon is heavily utilized for recreational activities; it is in a natural low point of the watershed and thus receives a considerable amount of urban runoff and has impaired water quality.  The purpose of the restoration feasibility study was to evaluate and recommend opportunities to restore the marine ecosystem and support safe recreation while improving water and sediment quality and managing storm water in the lagoon.  The City of Long Beach was awarded Clean Beaches Initiative funds from the State Water Resources Control Board to begin implementation of water quality improvement actions described in the feasibility study.  More information on the study may be found at http://www.longbeach.gov/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=561.

Southern California Wetlands Recovery Project

The Southern California Wetlands Recovery Project (WRP) is a partnership of public agencies working cooperatively to acquire, restore, and enhance coastal wetlands and watersheds between Point Conception and the International border with Mexico. Using a non-regulatory approach and an ecosystem perspective, the WRP works to identify wetland acquisition and restoration priorities, prepare plans for these priority sites, pool funds to undertake these projects, implement priority plans, and oversee post-project maintenance and monitoring.

The WRP is headed by a Board of Governors (BOG) comprised of top officials from each of the participating agencies. The Wetlands Managers Group and the Public Advisory Committee serve as advisory groups to the Board. The Wetlands Managers Group is responsible for drafting the regional restoration plan and advising the Governing Board on regional acquisition, restoration, and enhancement priorities.  Governing Board meetings are public and are noticed at least 10 days prior to each meeting. To receive email notification of all board meetings, sign up on the WRP’s listserve at http://www.scwrp.org/contact.htm.  

County Task Forces help solicit projects for consideration for WRP funding by the Managers Group and Board of Governors. The program provides funding for acquisition, restoration, and enhancement projects for coastal wetlands and watersheds in Southern California.  
The WRP also has a Science Advisory Panel (SAP) and a wetlands ecologist who acts as liaison with the SAP.  Recent activities have focused on coordination with a statewide effort to develop methods for rapid assessment of wetlands and development of a wetlands regional monitoring program.  A paper on the habitat value of treatment wetlands has also been written and is available on the WRP’s webpage at http://www.scwrp.org/documents/SAP/Treatment_wetlands/LitReviewWebCover.pdf.

A contract between Environment Now on behalf of the WRP and the State Water Resources Control Board has resulted in a number of useful and interesting products including maps and reports.  These may be found at http://www.lasgrwc.org/WRP.htm.

Watershed Management Initiative Chapter 

Each Regional Board has a "chapter" in a statewide document which describes the Region’s watersheds and their priority water quality issues.  The last update occurred in December 2007.  The consolidated statewide document can serve as the basis for many funding decisions including allocating money for monitoring, TMDL development, and grant monies disbursement.  Updates occur on an as-needed basis.  The 2007 document can be downloaded at http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/regional_program/index.shtml#Watershed.  In addition, there is a clickable map of the region’s watersheds for information specific to each one.

Funding
Information on a wide variety of funding sources is available on the California Watershed Funding Database website at http://calwatershedfunds.org/.  Both Los Angeles and Ventura Counties have developed Integrated Regional Water Management Plans (IRWMPs) in order to qualify for funding under Propositions 50 and 84.  The Los Angeles County IRWMP may be viewed at http://www.lawaterplan.org/ which also includes information on meeting schedules and summaries.  The Greater LA Region is composed of five subregions which conduct separate steering committee meetings.  The Ventura County IRWMP is available at http://www.watershedscoalition.org/ which also includes information on meeting schedules and summaries.  The Watersheds Coalition of Ventura County meets as a combined group; separate watersheds committees/councils also conduct their own meetings.  Neither the Greater Los Angeles County or Ventura County IRWMPs include the upper Santa Clara River.  Stakeholders in that area have developed a separate IRWMP which is available at http://www.scrwaterplan.org.
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