
“A Challenge and Success Story” -
San Fernando Basin Groundwater 

Remediation Program - Update
Paul Liu, M.S., P.E., BCEE

Manager of Recycling Policy, Water Rights & Resource Management 

LARWQB Groundwater Workshop
October 11, 2018



Tujunga Temporary 
Treatment

Rinaldi-Toluca

North Hollywood

North Hollywood OU 1st

Interim Remedy (w USEPA)_
Erwin

Whitnall
Verdugo

Pollock Treatment

Existing City of Los Angeles Well Fields and 
Treatment Facilities Within the San Fernando Basin











TOTAL - 115 Reliable Production Wells



1998 – 58 Reliable Production Wells



2002 – 49 Reliable Production Wells
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2018

2018 – 23 Reliable Production Wells



LADWP Remediation Program

The overall purpose of the San Fernando 
Groundwater Basin Remediation Program is the 
protection of human health and the environment 
and to restore and protect the full use of the San 
Fernando Groundwater Basin as a source of water 
consistent with LADWP’s long‐term water rights 
and historic groundwater use.
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Remedial Action Objectives
 Protect human health and the environment by reducing the potential for 

exposure to chemicals of concern (COCs) in groundwater at concentrations 
exceeding clean up goals

 Limit the migration of COCs in groundwater in the applicable Operable Unit 
(OU) at concentrations that prevent the beneficial use of the San Fernando 
Basin (SFB)

 Remove COCs from groundwater in the applicable OU to maintain the 
beneficial uses of the SFB and restore the aquifer to the extent practicable

 Restore LADWP’s capability to operate its existing well fields in each OU 
consistent with its historical and planned use in a flexible manner
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Prop 1 Funding Requests
Potential Projects

in Program
Estimated Construction 

Completion Date
Estimated 

Cost Prop 1 Request Amount Status of Award as of 
September 25, 2018

North Hollywood West 
Wellhead Treatment

December 2019 $92 M Implementation
$46 M

Awarded
Implementation Grant 

$46 M

North Hollywood Central 
Response*

June 2021 $293 M

Planning
$2 M

Implementation (TBD)
≈ $100 M

Awarded Planning Grant
$2 M

Implementation Grant
Pending

Tujunga Central Response* June 2021 $139 M

Planning
$5 M

Implementation (TBD)
≈ $64 M

Awarded Planning Grant
$2 M

Implementation Grant
Pending

Pollock Response* ≈ 2023 $49 M

Planning
$2 M

Implementation (TBD)
≈ $22 M

Pending Planning Grant
$2 M

Implementation Grant
Pending

Total $573 M $241 M $52 M

* Pending completion of public comment, review of public comment and selection of the Remedy and adoption of CEQA MND, as appropriate.



North Hollywood West Wellhead Treatment 
Facility

• Type of Proposed Treatment: 
– 1,4-Dioxane Treatment using AOP 

w/LPGAC
• Construction: STARTED – 30% Complete

– September 2017 – December 2019
– LADWP Construction Forces

• Submitted Steps 1-4 of DDW’s 97-005 
Policy Permitting Process
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Tujunga Central Facility*
• RI/FS & CEQA documents released on 7-12-2018

– Comment period closed

• DDW 97-005 Policy Permitting Process
– Steps 1 and 3 submitted

• Type of Proposed Treatment: 
– 1,4-Dioxane, TCE and PCE Treatment using AOP 

with LPGAC, LPGAC for CTET

• Design/Build Timeframe: 2018 – June 2021
– Progressive Design-Build

• Treatment Components
– Pretreatment
– AOP (UV/H202)
– LPGAC for quenching
– LPGAC for CTET
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* Pending completion of public comment, review of public comment and 
selection of the Remedy and adoption of CEQA MND, as appropriate.



North Hollywood Central Facility*

• RI/FS and CEQA documents released on 8-2-2018
– Comment period closed

• DDW 97-005 Policy Permitting Process
– Steps 1 and 3 submitted

• Type of Proposed Treatment: 
– 1,4-Dioxane, TCE and PCE Treatment using Advanced 

Oxidation Process (AOP) with LPGAC

• Design/Build Timeframe: 2018 – June 2021
– Progressive Design-Build

• Treatment Components
– Pretreatment
– AOP (UV/H202)
– Liquid Phase Granular Activated Carbon (LPGAC) for 

quenching
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* Pending completion of public comment, review of public comment and 
selection of the Remedy and adoption of CEQA MND, as appropriate.



Current Remediation Efforts*
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North Hollywood Central 
Response Action

2021

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

North Hollywood West 
Start Construction
September 2017

North Hollywood West 
Well Field

Operational
2019

Pollock Well Field 
Response Action

2023

Tujunga Central
Response Action
2021

Owner’s Agent for the SFB 
Remediation Program 
Awarded
2015

*Pending completion of public comment, review of public comment and selection of the Remedy and adoption of 
CEQA MND, as appropriate for Tujunga, North Hollywood Central and Pollock Response Actions.



For More Information 

Website: www.ladwp.com/remediation





Questions
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