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Who is the LA Regional Board?

� State agency with mission to preserve and 
restore California’s water resources

� Authority to order investigation & cleanup 
of contaminated areas to restore 
groundwater

� Regional Board ordered ExxonMobil and 
LA County to investigate & cleanup the  
former Athens Tank Farm



Former Athens Tank Farm Site

� A tank farm is a site for oil storage & distribution

� Athens Tank farm operated mid-1920s to mid-1960s

� 1970s site developed as park and public housing



What is Soil Gas?

AIR (vapors 

and gases)

CONTAMINANT

(bound to soil particles)

WATER

SOLID

Soil gas are vapors that collect in tiny pore spaces 

between soil particles.



How are people exposed to soil gas?



Soil Contamination – Benzene at 10 ft



Soil Contamination - Naphthalene at 10 ft



Soil Gas Contamination - Benzene 5 ft



Soil Gas Contamination – Methane 5 ft



Air Quality – Indoor & Outdoor 

� Indoor & outdoor air data are consistent with air 

quality in the Los Angeles area

� Benzene & hexane not detected in crawl space 

samples at daycare

� Methane detected, but below thresholds



How are people exposed to soil gas?



Current Work

� Offsite investigation 

� Vapor intrusion evaluation

� Site specific pathway assessment

� Offsite Human Health Risk Assessment

� Methane and VOCs monthly monitoring

� Soil Vapor Extraction pilot test



Offsite Monitoring Map



Regional Board Contacts

� Rebecca Veiga Nascimento

Environmental Justice Coordinator

Phone: 213-576-6784

Email:  rveiga@waterboards.ca.gov

� Teklewold Ayalew

Project Manager

Phone: 213-576-6739

Email:  tayalew@waterboards.ca.gov

� Technical Reports

http://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/search.asp
Search “Athens Tank Farm” under site/facility name


