
 

 

Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board 
TO: Los Angeles Region MS4 Permittees and Interested Persons 

FROM: Ivar Ridgeway 
 Unit Supervisor, Municipal Stormwater Permitting 

DATE: September 11, 2025 

SUBJECT: CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES’ USE OF EXISTING 
SCIENTIFICALLY BASED ALTERNATIVE COMPLIANCE APPROACH 
FOR MACHADO LAKE TRASH TMDL 

Pursuant to Part IV.B.3.b.iii of the Regional Phase I MS4 Permit, Order No. R4-2021-
0105, Permittees may employ the Scientifically Based Alternative Compliance Approach 
to comply with their interim and final trash effluent limitation. Permittees must request 
approval from the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Los Angeles 
Water Board) Executive Officer prior to conducting any studies and/or reporting 
compliance using this approach. 

On August 11, 2025, the City of Palos Verdes Estates (City) has submitted a request to 
report compliance with the water quality-based effluent limitations (WQBELs) for trash 
discharges to Machado Lake utilizing the existing Scientifically Based Alternative 
Compliance Approach previously approved by the Los Angles Water Board for 
compliance with the final WQBELs for trash for the Santa Monica Bay Nearshore and 
Offshore Debris TMDL. 

Public Review 
Pursuant to Part VI.E.2. of the Regional Phase I MS4 Permit, the City’s request and 
additional information are available for a 30-day public comment period on the Los 
Angeles Water Board’s FTP site in the “Public Notices” folder by using the following 
website and log-in credentials:  

https://ftp.waterboards.ca.gov/  
Username: rb4_ms4  
Password: a9u1sN  

Persons wishing to comment are invited to submit comments electronically as a PDF file 
to MS4StormwaterRB4@waterboards.ca.gov with the subject line “Comments on the 
City of PVE Scientifically Based Alternative for Machado Lake Trash TMDL” with a copy 
to Angineh Shahnazarian at Angineh.Shahnazarian@waterboards.ca.gov. 
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To be evaluated and considered by the Los Angeles Water Board Executive Officer, all 
written comments must be received by the Los Angeles Water Board by 5:00 p.m. on 
October 13, 2025. Late submittal of written comments will not be accepted or 
considered. 
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