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State of California
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD, LOS ANGELES

REGION

Resolution No. R-00-02

APPROVING THE
STANDARD URBAN STORM WATER MITIGATION PLAN

FOR
MUNICIPAL STORM WATER AND URBAN RUNOFF MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS

IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY

WHEREAS, THE CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD,
LOS ANGELES REGION FINDS:

1. On July 15, 1996, a municipal separate storm sewer system permit (Los Angeles County MS4 Permit)
was issued to the County of Los Angeles and 85 incorporated cities to control and minimize the
discharge of pollutants associated with storm water and urban runoff.  This permit became Regional
Board Order No. 96-054, Waste Discharge Requirements for Municipal Storm Water and Urban
Runoff Discharges within the County of Los Angeles.

2. On June 30, 1999, a municipal storm water permit was issued to the City of Long Beach (City of Long
Beach MS4 Permit) which removed the City of Long Beach from Board Order No. 96-054, giving the
City of Long Beach its own distinct Municipal Storm Water and Urban Runoff NPDES permit,
Regional Board Order No. 99-060, “Waste Discharge Requirements for Municipal Storm Water and
Urban Runoff Discharges within the City of Long Beach”.

3. On August 19, 1999, a statewide general storm water permit for construction activity (Statewide
Construction Storm Water Permit) was adopted by the State Water Resources Control Board (State
Board). This permit became State Board Order No. 99-08-DWQ, and applies to construction projects
that disturbs five acres or more or is part of a larger common plan of sale in the Los Angeles region.

4. Many of the rivers and streams in Los Angeles County are formally designated as impaired, pursuant
to Section 303 (d) of the federal Water Pollution Control Act, for specific pollutants that are commonly
found in storm water and urban runoff.

5. Storm water runoff carries with it many pollutants in varying concentrations that are suspended in, and
or dissolved, in the runoff.  The sources of these pollutants include nearly all properties that have been
developed since the pollutants originate through the many diverse activities of habitation and land use.
Pollutants generated from individual property developments vary greatly in the concentration or
loading of each pollutant.  Generally, the relative contribution of the pollutant from runoff from any
individual property development will represent only a small portion of the entire loading of a water
body given the many square miles of land upon which storm water runoff is generated.  When the
individual contributions from tens of thousands of discrete property units are aggregated, the pollutant
loading becomes significant.  The resultant pollutant loads results in the impairment of that water body
and the conveyance of pollutants, including sediments, metals, complex organic compounds, oil and
grease, nutrients, and pesticides to the ocean and harbors within Los Angeles County.  The loading of
pollutants generated in the Los Angeles area are being measured through the monitoring program
being conducted by the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works in conformance with its
obligations as the Principal Permittee under the Los Angeles CountyMS4 Permit.



 Resolution No. R-00-02 2 of 4
 January 26, 2000

6. The nature of property use is related to the types and quantities of pollutants that are transported from
that property during a rainfall event.

7. As property is developed or redeveloped, the utilization of Best Management Practices provide an
opportunity to reduce the loading of pollutants to water bodies.  This is accomplished by various
techniques and can be passive (source reduction) or active (treatment).  As property is developed from
undisturbed lands, the project can be designed to incorporate Structural or Treatment Control  (Best
Management Practices (BMPs) that would normally not be available or practical to use on property
that has been in urban use.

8. BMPs are effective means of reducing pollutants and Structural or Treatment Control BMPs can be
“designed-into” a project in a cost effective way and in a manner that is either transparent to or which
enhances the use to which the property has been placed.  Some BMPs encourage the setting aside of
areas as a greenbelt to allow storm water runoff to flow over areas which are permeable, thereby
allowing all or a portion of the runoff to infiltrate.  Other BMPs can be designed and built into
structures such as catch basins that incorporate replaceable filters to absorb oily wastes or by installing
screens to prevent litter from passing through the system and into the water body.

9. Arrays of Structural or Treatment control BMPs are available to developers of both new and
redevelopment properties.  The use of BMPs is already required by the terms of the Los Angeles
County and Long Beach Municipal Storm Water and Urban Runoff NPDES permits.

10. The ability of any BMP to be effective is limited by the volume of water that the BMP is exposed to in
any discrete period of time.  A BMP that can only be effective for a small volume of storm water
runoff is inherently less effective than one sized to accommodate a larger volume of water.

11. Storm water runoff will normally convey a disproportionate loading of pollutants in the initial period
runoff is generated during a storm event.  Storm events generating up to 0.75 inches of precipitation,
measured over a 24-hour period, constitute 85 percent of the total amount of runoff that can be
expected during an average wet season.  Designing a BMP to be able to accommodate this amount of
runoff will result in the application of a BMP intervention to all but 15% of the total runoff during a
year, and usually all of the critical runoff that occurs in the early phase of the precipitation event,
commonly referred to as the “first Flush.”

12. Both the Los Angeles County MS4 Permit (Part III.A.1.c) and the City of Long Beach MS4 Permits
contain provisions related to the adoption of Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plans (SUSMPs)
requiring their development and implementation.

13. Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plans are required for a specified set of enumerated projects
and the permit specifically identifies seven distinct categories for which SUSMPs are required to be
prepared.  The permit specifically states that the seven categories of projects are the minimum
categories requiring SUSMPs.

14. Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plans are also required for development or redevelopment of
Parking Lots 5,000 square feet or greater and Locations in Environmentally Sensitive Areas. These
categories have been added to advance efforts to control storm water pollution beyond the minimum in
Los Angeles County.

15. Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plans are required to be approved by the Regional Board
Executive Officer following which they are to be implemented by the Permittees and used by the
Permittees as the minimum criteria for the approval of project specific Urban Storm Water Mitigation
Plans and the issuance of grading or building permits to project applicants.

16. The Statewide Construction Storm Water Permit requires that Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plans
(State SWPPPs) contain post-construction BMPs that will be implemented after construction is
complete.
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17. Section 402 (p) of the Clean Water Act requires the Administrator of the United States Environmental
Protection Agency or her designated agent, in this instance, the Regional Board, to require as part of
the storm water program “controls to reduce the discharge of pollutants to the maximum extent
practicable, including management practices, control techniques and system, design and engineering
methods, and such other provisions as the Administrator or the State determines appropriate for the
control of such pollutants.” [USC Section 1342 (p)(3)(B)].

18. A recent decision of the United States 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, Defenders of Wildlife v. Browner
(1999) Case No. 98-71080, provides additional support and clarification of the authority of the
Administrator and the Regional Board to impose additional controls on storm water pollution.  The
Court in Defenders of Wildlife v. Browner said that the USEPA and the States have discretion under
the law to determine what pollution controls are appropriate to achieve compliance.

19. Pursuant to the requirements of Regional Board Order No. 96-054, Waste Discharge Requirements for
Municipal Storm Water and Urban Runoff Discharges within the County of Los Angeles, the Regional
Board Executive Officer received a proposal for Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plans
submitted by the Principal Permittee.

20. Upon the review of the Regional Board Executive Officer, the Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation
Plan submitted for the seven applicable categories was deemed inadequate.  A revised SUSMP
proposal was developed subsequent to a discussion of the proposal’s conceptual foundation at a public
workshop held on August 10, 1999.  This workshop was well attended with over 80 municipal
representatives and interested parties participating.

21. On August 16, 1999, a public notice was issued indicating that the Standard Urban Storm Water
Mitigation Plans proposed by the Principal Permittee would be augmented by the addition of criteria
related to specifying numerical design criteria for BMP construction.  The matter was noticed for the
Regional Board’s September meeting to allow the issue to be discussed before the Board although no
formal action of the Regional Board itself is required for SUSMP approval.

22. On September 16, 1999, the Regional Board conducted a public hearing on the Standard Urban Storm
Water Mitigation Plan proposal as amended by the Executive Officer.  At that hearing, the Regional
Board Executive Officer suggested additional time would be necessary to develop a more
comprehensive proposal incorporating the comments received at the public hearing.

23. Between September 16, 1999 and January 25, 2000, the Regional Board Executive Officer met with
interested parties to discuss comments and concerns from interested parties.

24. The Southern California Council of Governments (SCAG) has indicated its interest in obtaining
funding to prepare a regional plan(s) to address storm water pollution and identify regional treatment
solutions for implementation.

25. On December 7, 1999, the Regional Board Executive Officer released a revised Standard Urban Storm
Water Mitigation Plan document to interested parties.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The Regional Board endorses the Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plan prepared by the
Regional Board Executive Officer and noticed to the public on December 7, 1999 and the concepts
therein relating to numerical storm water mitigation standards for Best Management Practices; and

2. The Regional Board directs the Regional Board Executive Officer to approve the Standard Urban
Storm Water Mitigation Plan at the earliest opportunity incorporating changes  made and formally
approved by the Regional Board at the January 26, 1999 Board Hearing;
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3. The Regional Board adopts the approved requirements as provisions applicable to the SUSMP
requirements for the City of Long Beach.

4. The Regional Board adopts the numerical mitigation standards for storm water, endorsed herein, as the
minimum design criteria for review of post-construction BMPs in the Los Angeles Region for
construction projects subject to coverage under the Statewide Construction Storm Water Permit.

5. The Regional Board encourages the Permittees and all interested parties to work together in a spirit of
cooperation to effect the implementation of the Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plan at the
earliest possible date, and

6. The Regional Board encourages the efforts by the Southern California Council of Governments and
area Council of Governments (COGs) to develop regional plans and identify regional solutions to
address storm water pollution from new development and redevelopment.

I, Dennis Dickerson, Executive Officer, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true and correct copy
of a Resolution adopted by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region, on
January 26, 2000.

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY

DENNIS A. DICKERSON
Executive Officer


