
State of California 
California R<"gional Water Quality Control Boanl, Los Angd~s Region 

RESOLUTION NO. 99· \3 

A men~ rncnt to the Water Quality Control Plan for the Los An~clcs RCJ':iOn 
To Incorporate a Septic System Prohibition in the Oxnard .Forcbay 

WHEREAS, the California Regiooal Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region 
(hereinafter Regional Board), finds that: 

I he Ox.rMrd Forehay io an impollallt rechar~e area for nhwble resomce; <Jf ~rmrn.l" ,lkr in 
oquifer> undetljmg the Oxnard Plain (hgure Onc 1

). As <klignatcrlm t!w Wa11•r {J111rl1l}' 

Control Phm for !he ro, Angdt.\ Regwn, ad<•pted on June 14, 1994 ( hcrc.,f<cr t!iuin Pion), 
ex t.'tmg benetlcoat uses of groundwater underlymg th~ O~nard Fore bay include. Municipal 
and Uomc,lrc Supply, lndLJ>Irral PTLltC.>., and Se,.,..ice Supply. and Agriculllrnd ':.uppl:>-

2 About I 'i.OOO r~"plc re,ide in the Oxnard Forebay. ReSldences m the O~nmd Fc>rchny nrc 
r·lustered on area.> totaling about 800 acre;, including the unittcorporatcd communnies of [I 
Rio, StJ oc~bnd ,\ere<. Saticoy, and dll mwrpc1<0ted ncrghb01 hood south of I he \ ~"""'' 
Fr~c""Y rn the Cay of Ox nord In ;ukht inn. rn.>ll y cnrmncr cia I anti rndu>lL ial ktc riLlles "' e 
t<>eJted ,, the Oxuard Fore bay ·1 hese residence' and cornmcrcral-'i11d u'tnat toe rlitre< ate 1 n 
loc"IIOTLS thot are 111 most cases near to "'"k"·'kr c01lectrnn and treatment >)Stems 
1-tnwe,er, mo>t wa;tc"''lcrs in 1hc Ox <Lard r or ebay arc <IN:h,1fged to );rOLL ndu ,1kr tim •ugh 
s~plic >y>tcrn'\. 

3. ·1 he Cotrnty of V cntura, Environmental Healih [Ji, "'"" (hereafter County) regulate> 
in>ta llation of sertic ;ystems rn unincnrpnrat~d areas of V emuro Coumy, .md h"' 
rc>pll!lSlholity for responding 10 problem> "miog li-orn operation ofthe'e septi<· syo\CTTl\. The 
Reg10nal Water Pollution Control Bo"rd' delegated this responsibility to the County, among 
c>lhtr local agencies, when it adopted Resolutinn No. 52-4 on October JO, 1952 1 hi> 
resolution w"ivetl reporting requirements to the Region•l Board for sewage disposal 
installations (i.e .. >eptic systems, or on-oilc lrcatmem systems) from family dwellings in 
nrious political subdivisions of the Los Angeles Region, including the County of Ventura. 

3. The existing septic systems in tho Oxnard Forebay are passive treatment systems that do not 
have the ability to disinfect wastewaters (i.e. remove pathogens) to acceptable levels, and 
furthermore do not have the ability to remove nitrogen compounds (ammonia, nitrate, nitrite, 
and organic nitrogen) to levels that will meet st,,ndards for drinking water. Alternative 
technologies for septic systems have not been demonstrated to meet critical water quality 
criteria, including coliform anJ nitrate and nitrite standard~ for drinking water. 

4. In I 975, the Regional Water Pollution Comroll:lo<trd n<JIL'<.I th.•t El Rio is on"'of >evenol 
communities where septic systems result in pwbtems (Wal~r Quo"!ity Conlro/ Pion Reporl[or 
the Sonw Clara R1>w Bruin {4Aj, adopted on March 20, 1975). 

'Referred to" "Tigure 4-U' in Amendment to rhe Wdlcr Quality Conlrol Plan for 1hc Los Angeles 
Region To Incorporate a Septio System Prohibition in the Oxna1 d forebay. 
' The name of I he Reglonal Water Pollution Control Uoard "'" changed to the Regional Wooer QualH)' 
Comrol Board in 1969. 
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5_ In I~~~, the Regional Board stated that it di>eouraged the prolonged u;c of scptrc <ystems, 
except in iwlated areas where connection to a wastewater collection syotcm was not feasible. 
and there was no threat to groundwater quahty: and further stated that sept.c 'Y-'tem, were not 
acceptable in areas where there are un>uitable wib, in,,Jcquate lot ,ire,, mother factors that 
can lead to contamination of either 'urface or groundwater (lia;m Pion. adopted on June 13, 
1 ~'J.1) 

6 From 1996 to 1997, a Ventura County Grand Jury investigated nirr.;tc contamination ir1 the 
groundwater underlying the Oxnord Forebay. A finding of the Report of th.o Grand Jury 
tnclurkd the statement: "Septic tanks c<lntaminatc shallow aquifer> due to the high 11itrogen 
and pathogen coTitent" ofthe wa,tewater. __ Septic tanks ''tuared in the 0:-nard fc,rcb,1)' 

1\asin area must be repla~ed "ith a modcnl sewage dosposal system at the earliest po_,_,ihlc 
time 

7 On JanLJary IS. 1997,the County ofVcnlll<a >ubm•ned an apphr,ltion for$) 'i milhnn nf 
fundmg available under Propostlion 204,\o partially fund a ;c"cr system th"t wr>uld repine~ 
a p011ion of sept LC ')'>tems in I he unmcorpr•rated com m LHI 11) of l:ol K<o Despite sup pori li-~m 
the Rcgoonal Board,"' cxpreS>ed in Resolution Nos 97-06 (adopted on ~tanh 1, 1'197) nnd 
n-05 (adopted 0n April I } , 1998). I he Swt<O Water Ke'""''"' Control l'.o . .rd d1d not appro"c 
the Cotmly- s application_ due to concern' that the prnjcct did not meet <11ett1J11 incnmc .md 
popu la11 on chp ibility criteria "' specified by Pr<>pL'Stl ion ·:o.J_ 

g_ During pllblic meetingo oflhe Kq•,ional Board nn "o'emhcr 2. 1998 and ])ecCJTLbt~ 14. 1998. 
the Llcwr<l di>CI<O-•cd 1he nccriiN JO:g<JI.!IW} act''-"' t<• wJJre, "'""' yual,t:, '""'P"Lh 111 th 
o,mHd ~orcbay. as ;ct forth in Rc<olution No_ 98-22 The floard JircLted staff to in>c>ttgate 
wat~r qll"lity impach from septic system' in the Oxnard Forebay and, as appropro.lk, to seck 
public input on a proposed prohibition of scpt1c system> 0\er the longer krm, the 1:\r>ard 
d ire~krl <taff tQ also inve;tigate "'"lc-r qualtty •mpacts I rom ag"'-" ltur e. anrl to recommend 
approproatc "ater qllality strateg•es for wa,tewater d ,;darges lfom agriculture 

9 _ ]n response to the Board's direction regarding sepllC syokrn,, staff ill"C>t rgated water quality 
impact< and found evidence that discharges to groundwater fmrn septic S)>kms in the 
Oxnard F orebay violate water quality obJectives, impair present <<nrl future beneficial usc>, 
and unreasonably degrade the quality of the water> of the ;tak. The finding;· are detailed as 
follows; 

A. The communities discharge septic system effiucnt to groundwater, which is also their 
source of drinking water. 

B- Septic system effiuent contains nitrogen and pathogens well in cxce" of "'ater quality 
objectives; the communities' drinking water also contain; nitrate aTid pathogens at times 
in excess of water quality objectives. 

C. In the early 1990's some local water supphes w~re taken off line by State Health 
Oftlcials because nitrate in the water supply exceeded the maximum ccmtam in ant level of 
45 mg!L After this period, some local purveyors abandoned their water supply in favor 
of purchasing imported water_ 

0_ State Health officials require existing water purveyors to disinfect the iT ~ter supplies to 
kill pathogen'- Data indicate that colifunn is <till fouTid in water supplies, indicatmg the 
disinf...,tion may not always work. 

E. Groundwater depth varies iu the communilies and can range from 20 feet helow ground 
() surface to 91} feet below ground surface. 
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f_ TI1e soil; underlying thc_;e communities are coarse and well drained and are n6t suit•ble 
to ottenume the high volume of septic systeu> discharges (between 750,000 and 1,500,000 
gallon, <>f septic syst«n dtscharge per day). 

(j finally, sta!T presented eviden~c to the public in a draft Staff Report, dated May 24. 
1999, at m·o public workshops on June 8, 1999 and a third pub I ic workshop on June 22, 
1999, •md at a public hearing during the !loard meeting on Aug_ust 12, 1999_ Public input 
is sun,marized in a Surnmary of Written Comments and Reg1onal Bo,ud R<-spOnSL"< dated 
July 29, 1999. A Final Staff Report dated July 29, 1999 ;dso prov>des more evidence 
regarding the presence of coli fonn in the communities water supply. 

10 Pursuant to Water Code Section 13243, the Regional Board, in a water quality control plan. 
nMy 'peer f) ccrtalll condnions or areas where the discharge of "'"''c. or certain types of 
waste, w1ll not be pcnmtted_ Cali!Orn ia Water Code S'octiOfl> 11280 thwug h 1 32R3 dc,uibc 
the inf orrnJtion needed to make the <.lcterm ination th"t a pmhihit ion is warrilnted. 

I I I he basm plonnrng process ha> been certi fiod a> function" lly equ 1Valent to lbe Ca I iforn ra 
[ .n; ir<Hmlental Qllality .'let reqlmerncnt> for prepariug_ env,onmell\,, I docuu,cu" and i<. 
therefore_ exempt from those requirements (Pubhc Resources C<><lc. Sctt1on :>I 000 et seq) 
The Regl<mal Bo"rd ha' cornt>i<ed with the requirement' nfT1tle 23_ Article U, Califorlll"' 
Code ot RegHI"Iions Sectiono l775 et seq 

TIIEREFORE, be it re.<olnd thai: 

t_ I he Board fm<b substantlOI evidence thai dioc harge_; from ;epllC >) ,tern' in the Oxnard 
r orebay have and wi II rcsu It '" vw\;,tic>n of "'a\er qllahty ob,ecllves for pal hoocci\S and n itrale, 
ond Hnpaor Wth pre,ent and be He f.c tal use> <>f water, as doc um~ntcd Lll the F Lnal Sw ff RepCJrt 
dated July 29_ 19QQ_ 

2_ Pursuant to Secti<HlS 13243, ])280, and 13281 of the Water Cndc. the Board hereby amends 
the Basm Plan to proh1bit septic 'ystems in the o~nard Forebay. I be amendment, as ;et 
forth in Attachment "'A ·•, will prohibit; 

Y All new o;cptic systems. 
Y Discharges from existing septic systems after January 1, 2008. 

3. Resolution No. 52-4, .~dopted on October 30, 1952, is hereby amended to t:xclude the waiver 
of reporting requirements from the County of Ventura for installation of septic systems in the 
Oxnard Forebay. The County may, however, continue to regulate repairs t<J exi>ling septic 
systems, provide<! that such repairs do no\ increase the ability of the septic system to 
discharge increased flows of wastewater. 

l, Dennis A. Dickerson, Executive Officer, do hereby certifY that the foregoing i-; a full, tn1e, and 
correct copy of a resolution adopted by the California Regional Water Quality <.:antral Board, Los 
Angeles Region, on August 12, 1'199. 

~ <~ . . Lr.::_ 
Dennis A. Dickerson 
Executi~e OlTtcer 


