
State of California 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angele• Regiou 

RF.SOLU110N NO. 02-004 
January 24,2002 

Amendment to the Water Quality Contruii'Jan (Basin Plaa) for tbe Los Ailgeles Region to 
Incorporate a Dry Weather Total Maximum Dally Load for Bacteria at Santa Monica Bay 
Beaches 

WHEREAS, the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region, 
finds that: 

1. The fe<leml Clean Wakr Act (CW A) requires the California Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, Los Angeles Region (Regional Board) tO develop water quality objectlvt:S which are 
sufficient to proteclb~Ttefic1al u<es for each water body found within it:s region. 

2_ A consent decree between the U.S. Ermromncntal Protection Agency (USEPA), Heal the 
Bay, Inc. and BayKe<--pcr, Inc_ was approved on March 22, 1999. This court order directs the 
USEl'A to complete Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) for all the Los Angeles Region's 
11npaireJ waters '-'ithin 13 years. A schedule was established in the cons~'I!t decree for the 
completion of29 TMDJ.s within 7 years, including completion of a TMDL to reduce bacteria 
at Santa Monica Bay beaches by March 2002. The remaining 'J'MDI.s will be scheduled by 
Regional Hoard staff "ithin the 13-year period. 

3. The dements of a TMDL arc describe<! in 40 CFR 130.2 and 130.7 and section 303(d} of the 
CW A, as well'as m liS EPA gmdance documents (e.g., US EPA, 1991)_ A TMOL is defined 
as '1l!c .uni of the indiVldual wa>te load allocat10ns for point sources and load allocations for 
non point source> and narural backgronnd"" (40 CFR 130.2). Regulations furth~'T stipulate that 
TMOLs mu;t be .<et at "levels necessary to attain and maintain the applicable narrative and 
numcnc water quality .<tandards with seasonal \'ariations and a margin of safety that takes 
into account any lack of knowledge concem1ng the relationship between d'fluent hmitations 
and "'ater quality"" (40 CFR l30.7(c}(l}}. The provisions in 40 CFR 130.7 alw state that 
1MDLs shall take into account critical condihons for stream flow, loading and water quality 
parameten<. 

4. Uplm establishment ofTMDLs by the State or US EPA, the State is required to incorporate 
the ThiDLs along with appropriate implementation measures into the State Water Quahty 
Management I' Jan (40 CFR IJ[)_6(e)(l), 130.7) The Water Quality Conirol Plan for the Los 
Angeles Region (Basin Plan), and applicahle statewide plans, serve as the State Water 
Quality Management Plans governing the watersheds under the jurisdict1on of the Regional 
Board. 

5. Santa Monica Bay 1S located on I-ns Angeles County, California. The proposed TMDL 
addresses documented bacteriological "'ater quality impairments at 44 beaches from the Los 
Angeles/Ventura County line, to tl!c northwest, to Outer Cabrillo lkac-h,. JUSt south of the 
Palos Verdes P~'llinsula_ 

6. Tbe Regional Hoard's goal in establishmg the above·mentionc<.l TMDL is to reduce the risk 
of illness asmciated with swimming in marine wak-rs contaminate<! with human .<ewage and 
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other sources of bacteria. Local ami national epidemiological studies compel the conclusiOn 
that there is a cau._<al relattnn<htp between adverse hcalih effects, such as gastrocntcri!Js, and 
recreational water quality, a; measured by bacteria indicator densities. 

7. Interested persons and the public have had reasonable opportunity to participate in review of 
the amct1dment to the Basin Plan. Efforts to solictt public re\1CW and comment include staff 
presentations to the Santa Momca Bay Restoratton Proje<:t's Bay Watershed Council and 
Technical Advisory Connnittee between May 1999 and October 2001 and crca\lon of a 
Ste.-Ting Committee in July 1999 to provide mput on sctcnllfic and tcchni cal components of 
the TMDL with participallon by the Southern California Coastal Water Research Project, 
City of Los Angeles, County of Los Angeles Department ofPubhc Works, County Sanitation 
District~ of Los Angeles County, Heal the Hay, and Santa Monica Bay Restoration Project In 
addttion, a draft of the TMDL for bacteria at Santa Monica Bay beaches was released for 
pub he cormnent on November 9, 2001; a Notice of Hearing and Notice ofF1ling were 
pubhshed and circulated 45 days preceding Board action; Regmnal Board staffre;ponded to 
oral and written cormn~'I!ts received tfom the public; and the Regional Board held a publtc 
heanng on January 24, 2002 to consider adoptton of the TMDL. 

8. On October 25, 2001, the Regional Board adopted Rewlution 200 l--Ol8 establishing rcvi;cd 
bacteriological water quality objectives for the Wato..T Contact Recreation (R EC-1) benefic1al 
use, and the TMOL is intended \o accompany and to implement the revised water quahty 
objectives_ While the Regtonal Board has approved the water quality obJective change, the 
change is not yet effccttve he<:ause the State Water Resources Control Board, the Office of 
Administrative Law, and the USEPA have not yet approved the revised wato..T qualny 
obje<:nve 

9. The amendment IS consistent with the Sme Antidcgradahon Po hey (State Hoard Resolution 
No. &M-1&), in that the changes to v.atcr quality objectives (i) consider maximum b<.'I!cfits to 
the people of tli state, "(it) wtll not wtreasonably affect present and anhe!pated heneficialuse 
of waters, and (iit) "~1!" not result in v.atcr qualny less than that prescribed in policies. 
Ltkcwtsc, !he amendment ts consi<tent with the federal An!tdcg:radation Pol1cy ( 40 CFR 
1JLI2). 

I 0_ The basm planntng process has been certified as functionally equtvalent to ihe California 
Environmental Quality Act requirement> for preparing L'llvironmcntal documents (Public 
Resources Code, Section 21 000 et seq.) and as such, the required environmental 
documentation and Clo.QA cn\'tronmcntal checkli.<t have been prepared. 

11. The proposed amendment results in no potential for adverse effect (de minimis fmding), 
etthcr individually or cumulatively, on wildlife. 

12. The regulatory action meets the "Necessity" standard of the Administrative Procedures Act, 
Government Code, section 11353, subdivi.<ion (b). 

13. The Basin Plan amendment incorporating: a TMDI. for hactena at Santa Monica Bay beaches 
must be submitted for review ami approval by the State Water Resources Control Board 
(State Board), the State Office of Administrative Law (OAL), and the USEPA. The Basin 
Plan amendment will become effective upon approval by OAL and US EPA. A Notice of 
Decision will be filed. 
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THEREFORE, be it re<olved that pursuant to Section 13240 and 13241 oftbe Water Code, 
the Regional Board hereby amends the Basin Plan as follows: 

I. Pursuant lo sccti<>ns 13240 and 13242 of the California Water Code, the Regional Board, 
afkr considering the entire record. includmg oral testimony at the hearing, hereby adopts the 
amendment to L'hapter 7the Watn Quality Con!J"ol Plan for the Los Angeles Region to 
incorporate the elements of the Santa Monica Bay Beaches Bacteria "!MDL for dry weather 
as set forth in Attacluncnt A hereto. 

2. The Executive Offic~'r is directed to foru-ard copies of the Basin Plan amendment to the State 
Board in accordance Wlth the requirements of section 13245 of the California Water Code. 

3. The Regional Board requests that the State Board approve the Basin Plan amendmeut in 
ac~urdance Wlth the requirements of sections 13245 and 13246 oflhc California Water Code 
and forn-ard it to OAL and the USEPA. 

4. The Basin Plan amendment set forth in Attachment A shall only become effective if the water 
quality ohjecti,cs re\ised hy Regional Board Resolution 2001-018, or equi;alcnt water 
quality objectives, have bc~"IJ approved by the State Board. OAL, and USEPA, and are 
consistent with the TMDL. 

5. If during its approval process the State Floanl or OAL detennines that minor, non-substantive 
conectlons to the language of the an1endment are needed for clanty or consistency, the 
Executive Officer may make sllch changes, and >hall inform the Board of any such changes. 

6. The Executive Officer lS authonzcd to sign a Certificate of Fee Exemption. 

I. D~'TIIlis A. ntckcrson. Executlve Officer, do hereby certlly that the foregoing is a full, true, and 
correct copy of a resolution adopted by the Cahfomia Regional Water Quahly C()]ltrol Board, Los 
Angeles Region. on January 24, 2002. 

-~~~>~;o~·-"·--
Dennis A. Dickerson 
Executive Officer 


