WINE
INSTITUTE

November 23, 2015

California Regional Water Quality Control Board
North Coast Region

ATTN: Rachel Prat

5550 Skylane Blvd., Suite A

Santa Rosa, CA 95406

VIA EMAIL: NorthCoast@waterboards.ca.gov

Dear Ms. Prat:

On behalf of Wine Institute, | would like to register our concerns with the California Regional Water
Quality Control Board, North Coast Region’s (Regional Water Board) proposed General Waste Discharge
Requirements for Discharges of Wine, Beverage, and Food Processor Waste to Land: Order No. R1-2016-
0002.

Wine Institute serves as the voice for the California wine Industry, representing over 1,000 California
wineries and affiliated members. Our members uphold a strong commitment to protecting the
environment. The comments we are providing are intended to ensure an appropriate balance of
environmental protection and practicability.

A table is attached which provides a comprehensive list of all comments and recommendations that we
have developed. However, Id like to highlight several of those comments in this letter:

¢ Groundwater monitoring for all subsurface and at-grade treatment systems. This proposed
requirement fails to recognize well designed and operated septic systems. Rather than impose
this “one-size-fits-all” requirement, the Board should attenuate the monitoring requirement
with the environmental risk posed by the treatment system. We recommend eliminating the
groundwater monitoring requirement for systems that include pre-treatment of screening, and
aeration. Further, in light of the significant expense of groundwater monitoring systems (we
estimate a minimum of $40,000 to design, construct, and commission the wells), any imposition
of this requirement should be limited to larger sized facilities, and include the option of
participation in a regional groundwater monitoring program.

o Effluent limits: The requirement for sodium is unreasonably restrictive, and based upon an
advisory for aesthetic properties of drinking water. This effluent limit seems arbitrary as no
information is given to the back ground concentration of sodium in North Coast groundwater
basins. In addition, the Order does not address the known process of groundwater blending
with percolation through the root zone and the significant effects of dilution caused by the
precipitation amounts and patterns in many parts of the North Coast. We propose instead that
Regional Water Board remove the effluent limit for sodium, but keep sodium as a parameter to
monitor in the MRP. By doing so, facilities will collect water quality data and based on that data,
the Regional Water Board can set informed and balanced effluent limits in the future.
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Alternatively, an effluent limit of 115 mg/I, which is an agricultural based standard should be
considered. This standard is based upon work developed by Ayers, R.S. and D. W. Westcott. We
believe it is reasonable to keep sodium as a parameter to be monitored.

¢ Anti-Degradation Analysis. The anti-degradation analysis in the Draft Order is not adequate for
the reasons outlined below:

1. The language throughout the Draft Order is confusing with respect to effluent limits,

4.

including BOD loading rates for land application. Specifically, there is confusion on when
the BOD loading rate applies (i.e., above ground, at grade, subsurface, etc.). These
provisions are in need of clarity.

The anti-degradation provisions indicate that a nutrient analysis will be required rather
than conducting such an analysis as part of the Draft Order. We are concerned that

without such analysis, the anti-degradation provisions may not withstand legal scrutiny.

As discussed above, the Order needs to reflect and address the process of groundwater
blending with percolation and treatment through the root zone and the significant
effects of dilution caused by the precipitation.

The anti-degradation provisions set an agronomic rate as the effluent limit but there is
no mechanism that allows dischargers to demonstrate that'soil processes also treat and
remove constituents. This mechanism should be recognized and incorporated into the
Draft Order.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments and recommendations. If you need additional
information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Attachment

Sincerely,

T Schf-

Tim Schmelzer

Director of Legislative & Regulatory Affairs
E: tschmelzer@wineinstitute.org
0:916-441-6974

M: 916-397-7955
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