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Agriculture in the
North Coast
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Agricultural Lands Program

(|

| ——
" State required to regulate nonpoint source discharges of
waste

v' Federal Clean Water Act

v' California Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act

" Existing Agricultural Orders
v" Scott and Shasta River TMDL Conditional Waivers of WDRs

v’ State Cannabis General Order and Regional Cannabis and Related
Activities Waiver of WDRs

v Regionwide Dairy WDRs

v Federal Land Management Activities on National Forest Lands Waiver
of WDRs
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Prioritization of Vineyard Permit
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v" Priority of the Board

v' Need to address potential water quality impacts — over 60,000
vineyard acres (approx. 20% of total agricultural acres)

v Permit will be integral in addressing 303(d) list impairments,
Anti-degradation Policy, and other State and Regional Policies

v' Complements Statewide Winery Order (under development)
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Vineyard Permit De
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February April October nb
2019 2019 019

" Regional Board ® Staff begin
drafting permit drafting permit Status of

" Board update:
Revise permit
scope to that of
regionwide
Vineyard WDRs

10

staff begin
working with
stakeholders in
focused group
meetings and
begin drafting
permit structure
and findings

discharge
requirements

m Staff begin ™ Board update:

monitoring, Vineyard Permit
reporting, and Development
farm plan

requirements
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v’ Minimize regulatory duplication

v Prioritize achievement of water quality objectives
v" Minimize economic Impacts

v’ Increase implementation and efficiency of BMPs
v’ Protect privacy rights

v’ Make water quality data more accessible

v’ Protect Human Right to Water

v’ Provide verification of BMP effectiveness and in-stream conditions
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Vineyard Permit Defals
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\/Applicability
\/Conceptual Components
v’ Structure

v Key Issues in Development

v Policy Implementation
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Vineyards within North Coast Region

Operational and site development activities

De minimus threshold for enrollment requirement
® > 5 acres in planted vines — same as SF Bay
Regional Water Board’s vineyard permit

Conditions that will require owners to seek coverage
under individual WDRs

= Significant slopes

®  Timber conversions
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"  De minimus threshold for enrollment
® > 5 acres in planted vines — 98% coverage; 70% vineyards
required to enroll
Enroliment Coverage Total Planted Acreage Number of Vineyards
1 88; e 0-5 Acres vs >5 Acres 0-5 Acres vs >5 Acres
oo | T | | [ [ | 2%

okl — | | | |
10
o

30%
% 1
o I

o | ||| [ | | | 0-5 acres
>20ac >15ac >10ac >5ac
% Planted Acres Enrolled " > oacres
—% Vineyards Enrolled
70%
98% Vineyard 70% of
Acres Vineyards

1 4 ‘Water Boards




Conceptual Components
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BMP-based approach
Farm water quality management plans
Monitoring and reporting

Third-party programs

D N N N NN

Outreach and education
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BMP-Based Approack
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Best Management Practices
for VESCO

Agricultural Erosion and Sediment Control

Handbook for
Forest, Ranch & Rural

ROADS

A Guide For
Planning, .,

ot

Designing,
Constructing,
Reconstructing e’

Upgrading

William Weaver, PRD
Etlsen Weppner, P.G. * Danny Hagans, CPESC
PACIFIC WATERSHED ASSOCIATES

\‘

The Land Steward’s Guide

to Vineyard and Orchard
Erosion Control
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Farm Plans
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v Inventory of site conditions

Implement

v" Description of BMPs & Maintain
BMPs

v" Riparian management

Pesticide management

Corrective
Actions

v
v" Nutrient management
v

Erosion control

v Identification of potential water quality impacts
v Identification and prioritization of corrective actions

v Timelines for corrective actions
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Monitoring and Z
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Tiered based on potential for water quality impacts
BMP implementation and effectiveness monitoring

Water quality assessment monitoring
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Adaptive management approach

™ 2 = [E]

19 ‘Water Boards



e

Third Party Programs
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v Enrollment and Farm Plan assistance
v" Monitoring and reporting assistance
v Qutreach and education
v" Economic resources
v' Partnerships that support watershed based solutions
G LandSmart
Productive lands. Thriving streams.
= CALIFORNIA
SUSTAINABLE WINEGROWING
ALLIANCE
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|. Findings

ll. Waste Discharge Requirements

lll. Monitoring and Reporting Requirements

IV. Third-Party Roles, Qualifications, and Responsibilities

V. Farm Plan Requirements
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Key Issues in Development
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v' Stream buffers
v" Nutrient use and uptake calculations — ESJ Precedential ltems

v' Timelines for completion of permit requirements
v Enroliment
v' Farm Plan

v Monitoring and Reporting
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Riparian Management

v St

ream buffers
Riparian areas
Geomorphological conditions
Beneficial Uses
Benefits to land-owners
Sonoma County VESCO
State Cannabis Policy

SF Bay Regional Water Board
Vineyard Permit
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Key Issues in Development
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Groundwater Protection & Anti-degradation

v Nutrient Use — ESJ Precedential Items
T

Identify
Develop usage Potential

. Groundwater
and uptake Ca|lbl’ate** |mpacts**

ratio
calculations**

Calibrate

** ESJ Precedential 1tem

Corrective actions may include: \

Increased monitoring and reporting, Implement
adaptive management of BMPs, and Corrective
WQMPs Actions

24

Develop
Groundwater

Protection
Action Levels**
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Key Issues in Development

(|

Timelines for completion of permit requirements

v Enrollment
v Farm plan

v" Monitoring and Reporting

[ Moniétioring

Plan

Reporting
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Policy Implementation

(|

State Nonpoint Source Policy
Regional Sediment Policy

Regional Temperature Policy

Regional Total Maximum Daily Loads

State Recycled Water Policy

D N N N N NN

State Anti-degradation Policy
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Next Steps
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® Conduct Internal Coordination
" Continue Targeted Focus Group Stakeholder Meetings

® |nitiate Tribal Consultations

" Public Participation Process .J'j
O

v" Public Workshops (2)

v’ 30-day Review Period ’iviv"
v’ Public Notifications /\/
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" Agricultural Lands _ Morthcoast Water webpage.pdf - Adobe Acrobat Pro DC
File Edit View Windew Help

Home

Tools
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AboutUs ContactUs Subscribe £} Settings

W Regional Board Programs News Room Board Decisions Public Notices Water Boards Search

Home | Waterlssues | Programs | Agricultural Lands

Agricultural Lands Discharge
Program

Note: Please sign up for the email list here to stay informed on the latest program
developments and stakeholder outreach efforts.

The Agricultural Lands Discharge Program (Program) addresses water quality impacts
associated with activities on agricultural lands in the North Coast Region [Region). Thére
are approximately 350,000 acres of agricultural lands in the Region, which are primaril
used for vineyards, orchards, row crops, grain, alfalfa, hay pasture, and dairies.
Agricultural discharges can contain pollutants such as pesticides, nutrients, organic
matter, salts, pathogens, and sediment. These pollutants can harm aguatic life or make
surface or groundwater unusable for drinking water or agricultural uses. Activities on
agricultural lands can also resultin the removal or suppression of riparian vegetation,
which provide shade and other ecological functions to waterbodies. The Program is
designed to meet the requirements of the California Water Code, the State Nonpoint
Source Policy, and the Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) developed for certain
watersheds in the Region.

The Program as a whole encompasses several separate Regional Water Board permits that

Interested parties are encouraged to
sign up on the email list below to
receive information about
stakeholder involvement
opportunities and updates on
progress to develop the various

programs-and pe

Email List: Agricultural Lands
Discharge Program Email List
Subscription Page

Resources

e Agricultural Lands Discharge
Program
o Existing Permits and Programs
= Cannabis Cultivation
= Dairies
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Permit
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Process/Milestone Time Frame

Outreach to Stakeholders

Summer 2019 - Winter 2020

Administrative Draft of Permit

Winter 2019 — Winter 2020

CEQA Development

Winter 2019 — Winter 2020

Tribal Consultation

Beginning Spring 2020

Public Workshops (2)

Summer 2020 & Spring 2021

Public Comment Period

Spring 2021

Adoption Hearing

Winter 2021

>
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Lynette.Shipsey@waterboards.ca.gov
(707) 576-2460

Jeremiah Puget, Senior Environmental Scientist

Jeremiah.Puget@waterboards.ca.qov
(707) 576-2835
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