
 
 
 

 

 
TO: Russian River Watershed Stakeholders 

 
 

FROM: Alydda Mangelsdorf 
Environmental Program Manager (EPM I) 
PLANNING AND STEWARDSHIP DIVISION 
 
 

DATE: May 30, 2019 
 
 

SUBJECT: Change Sheet for the Russian River Pathogen TMDL Document Package 
 
 
The North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water Board) recently 
released for public review the 2019 draft Action Plan for the Russian River Watershed Pathogen 
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL Action Plan) and accompanying TMDL Staff Report.  In a 
parallel process, the Regional Water Board also has been assessing water quality data for 
waterbodies within the region, including those in the Russian River Watershed, to update the 
Clean Water Act section 303(d) list of impaired waters.  During 303(d) list-related data 
assessment, staff identified a substantive error in the TMDL Action Plan and TMDL Staff Report, 
which requires correction.  Prior to the Regional Water Board’s consideration for adoption of a 
TMDL Action Plan, a proposed TMDL Action Plan and TMDL Staff Report will be produced, 
which corrects the noted errors.  The draft TMDL Action Plan and TMDL Staff Report now out 
for public review and available on our website, however, will not be altered at this time.  Instead, 
this Change Sheet describes the identified error and recommended changes, which the public 
can consider when providing written comment on the project.  As a reminder, the public 
comment period closes at 5:00 pm, June 24, 2019. 
 
Identified Error 
Table 4.12 of the 2019 draft TMDL Staff Report erroneously identifies beaches within the Gill 
Creek and the Sausal Creek-Russian River HUC-12 subwatersheds as being posted with public 
health advisories since 2012.  In fact, public health advisories for beaches in these HUC-12 
subwatersheds were issued up through 2012, but not since.  Because fecal indicator bacteria 
data in the Sausal Creek-Russian River HUC-12 subwatershed exceeds the U.S. EPA 
recreational criteria for enterococci, the combination of public health advisories and enterococci 
exceedances led staff to identify the Sausal Creek-Russian River HUC-12 subwatershed as 
polluted/impaired, which is reported in both the draft TMDL Action Plan and draft TMDL Staff 
Report.  This error is also manifest in the definition of the Advanced Protection Management 
Program (APMP) boundary, which erroneously includes parcels within the Sausal Creek-
Russian River HUC-12 subwatershed. 
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(The error associated with the Gill Creek HUC-12 subwatershed, on the other hand, has no 
consequences relative to the definition of the APMP boundary because fecal indicator bacteria 
in the Gill Creek HCU-12 subwatershed did not exceed U.S. EPA recreational criteria for 
enterococci.) 
 
Recommended Corrections 

1. Table 4.12 of the TMDL Staff Report and other tables, figures and text of the TMDL Staff 
Report will be corrected to clarify that beaches in neither the Gill Creek nor Sausal 
Creek-Russian River HUC-12 subwatersheds were issued with public health advisories 
during the period of 2013 to 2018.  
 

2. Section 9.2.7.3 of the TMDL Staff Report and other sections with similar text will be 
corrected to remove the Sausal Creek-Russian River HUC-12 subwatershed from the list 
of HUC-12 subwatersheds within the geographic area of the APMP. 
 

3. Figure 1 of the TMDL Action Plan and other tables, figures and text in the TMDL Action 
Plan will be corrected to remove the Sausal Creek-Russian River HUC-12 subwatershed 
from the list of polluted/impaired waters and from inclusion in the APMP boundary. 
 

4. The APMP boundary parcel maps and parcel list included on the Regional Water 
Board’s website will be updated immediately to reflect staff’s intent to remove the parcels 
within the Sausal Creek-Russian River HUC-12 subwatershed. 
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