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STATE WATER BOARD WILL  CONSIDER 

TEMPORARILY FUNDING BEACH WATER TESTING 

TO PROTECT SWIMMERS’  HEALTH 

 
SACRAMENT O— T he  S ta te  W a te r  Resou rces  Con t ro l  
Boa rd  w i l l  exam ine  a l t e rna t i ve  f und ing  sou rces  so  the  
s ta te  can  con t inue  a  p ionee r ing  e f f o r t  t o  t es t  and  
mon i to r  wa te r  qua l i t y  a t  Ca l i f o rn ia ’ s  mos t  popu la r  
beaches  du r ing  the  bus ies t  t imes  o f  t he  yea r .  
 
Because  o f  t he  down tu rn  i n  t he  economy and  s ta te  
revenues ,  i t  i s  no t  poss ib le  t o  re imbu rse  coun t ies  f rom  
the  s ta te ’ s  Gene ra l  Fund  as  has  been  done  in  p rev ious  
yea rs .  Because  o f  h i s  conce rn  f o r  p ro tec t i ng  wa te r  
qua l i t y  and  beach -goe rs ’  hea l t h ,  t he  Gove rno r  has  
asked  the  W a te r  Boa rd  to  i nves t iga te  o the r  f und ing  
sou rces  f o r  t he  mon i to r ing  p rogram.   T he  f i ve  member  
S ta te  W a te r  Boa rd  w i l l  cons ide r  t empora r i l y  pay ing  the  
cos ts  ou t  o f  p rev ious ly  app roved  P ropos i t i on  13  (2000 )  
bond  f unds  tha t  a re  ded ica ted  to  imp rov ing  wa te r  
qua l i t y  a t  t he  s ta te ’ s  beaches .  T he  W a te r  Boa rd  w i l l  
cons ide r  a  p roposa l  a t  i t s  nex t  regu la r  mee t ing  in  
Sac ramen to  on  November  4

t h
.  

 
“ I  va lue  the  rec rea t iona l  and  env i ronmen ta l  aspec ts  o f  
ou r  beaches  and  I  am  p roud  tha t  t he  W a te r  Boa rds ,  i n  
coope ra t ion  w i th  l oca l  gove rnmen ts  have  done  a  g rea t  
j ob  c lean ing  up  beach  po l l u t i on , ”  sa id  W a te r  Boa rd  
Cha i r  T am M.  Doduc .  “T h is  w i l l  be  a  dec is ion  f o r  t he  
f u l l  boa rd ,  bu t  we  a re  a l l  awa re  tha t  p rogress  mus t  be  
backed  up  w i th  r i go rous  tes t  resu l t s .  W e  know the re  i s  
s t i l l  t he  th rea t  o f  con tam ina ted  wa te r  and  the re  a re  
s t i l l  some  beaches  whe re  the re  has  no t  been  enough  
p rogress .  T ha t  i s  why  tes t i ng  i s  so  impo r tan t  f o r  t he  
hea l t h  o f  sw immers ,  su r f e rs  and  young  ch i l d ren  who  
sp lash  in  t he  waves . ”  
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I n  p rev ious  yea rs ,  t he  app rox ima te l y  $1  m i l l i on  Beach  
Sa f e t y  P rogram o f  t he  Depa r tmen t  o f  Pub l i c  Hea l th  
(DPH)  was  used  by  DPH f o r  g ran ts  t o  l oca l  agenc ies  
f o r  beach  wa te r  qua l i t y  t es t i ng  p rograms  f rom  Ap r i l  1

s t
 

t h rough  Oc t  31
s t

 each  yea r  ( t he  mon ths  o f  h ighes t  
sw imming  ac t i v i t y ) .  T he  ac tua l  t es t s  a re  conduc ted  by  
the  coun t ies  a long  the  coas t .  Ca l i f o rn ia  has  p ionee red  
ex tens ive  ( i n  many cases  da i l y )  t es t i ng  and  spends  f a r  
more  o f  i t s  own  money to  p ro tec t  beach -goe rs ’  hea l t h  
t han  do  o the r  coas ta l  s ta tes .  (T he  U .S .  EPA does  
p rov ide  some  tes t i ng  money,  bu t  no t  enough  to  
ma in ta in  t ho rough  tes t i ng  a long  Ca l i f o rn ia ’ s  l ong  
coas t . )   
 
“W e  a re  respond ing  to  t he  Gove rno r ’ s  reques t  t o  f i nd  
a l t e rna te  f unds  because  he  i s  de te rm ined  tha t  
Ca l i f o rn ia  w i l l  con t inue  to  have  the  f i nes t  and  sa f es t  
beaches  in  t he  coun t ry .  T hey  a re  pa r t  o f  ou r  he r i t age  
and  a  gem in  ou r  env i ronmen t , ”  sa id  Cha i r  T am Doduc .  
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