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USTCF- Cornment Letter- Frogrosr:d Orderr !i()lf!'ll\ [rnr'v'ir,orrmen';al linrgineerirrg,, lnc.

M'y name is Fargat liingh, the owner ancl cpr:r:rtcrr o1'srrrall gasolinr: service st;rtion at 525 W. A
Street, Haywarcl, California, I ;ru rcha:secl ':his; p rcrpertl, in 2ll l6 a nd b,el'ore purcl^rasing it, I

contacted SOMA Environmental Engineerrinl3, lrr. (50lvl,t\) to review the environmental
conditions ol'the propet^i\/;lnd arclv'i:;e t're il'the: rernainin5; resiCtralconterrnin:ltion is low enough
that Ican receiver re61ulatory closur,: frorn tre tlegir:rral \Aater (iualii:y Corrtrol E]oard, San

Friincisco Elay Flerg;ion (RWO.Cil), tl^re,)/€)rsil3hl agerrc'1 for tlris; propert'y in a timely manner.
Upon reviewing ther past ancl current llrourrrlrruater nronitot'in6i; reports, S13MA recommended
that the site has rninor environntr:rtt;1, iss.rr,,:; ancl slroulri tle al:le t() t'ecei'/e l1o further action
status by the RWO.C:B. SON4A ati'risr:d inte,':irat as a part of :;ales; agrt:emernl: if I carn request and
re,:eirie an assignrnent frorn thrr c:urren:: cl'n,ni:l'l'claimarrt, 5;CL/lA, can start, pr"eparation of site
closure request by following the -lhre:rI Closurc Polrc,T (L-lcP) criteria set'forr:l"r l:,y the RWQCB.

ln 2016, the satre ll/ent throuB,h arrd i kr,:carl,er tlr,e sitr:, ovurrer'. Throirg;ir the sale agreement I

re:1ue:sted to receiv,e an as:;igrrntr:tt1: cl' r:l:lirrr I'rc'rn t.lre s;r:ller, hc,'wever,, the seller inc{icated that
the responsible party [i-Z lie:ve;;rrrd 11F'Mli. tlF't/lS;, i:;:rpparc,ni:ly, an irrar::tive oil company in
Florida. The claimant is Mrs..i;artr:t,l.es;edeli ;rrrl lJSI"rlF clairn rrurrller is.28i'4., lfourrd out Mrs.
Cesadeli is an elderly worrern and lras lrirec h4r l\ocI Slrr:no'/,'hEro\r/n€rr of r];llClean as a project
mirnager to condu,::t: envircnnr,:rr':;:il cl,:e rr"rp lv1r. Sirenoy has; retiline,l Envircrrtrerrtal Geological
5<llutior,s (EGS) as the c.onsuil:arrrt. E(lilS i; literrrning to utilizr:: (-.alClean to conduct further
rernediation at 1:he siLe. After lr:rrg nr:gr:tiat,<rri rvith N'lr. Shenc,r/ he dicl n<.rt arccept to give me
th:r assignmernt to hire S;OMl\ to ir,it a1",:: l.lrr: : it,,r clol;Lrr€r l)ror:erjscs,.

Al':hr:ugh the previous cr:ttsultant:; inr:;luclrrig, E{5S lrarl in:;tallecl n,orer tl'ran 20 groundwater
m{lnitoring welrs in on and off-site area:;, rh "ou5;h a n(:v/' rruorllplan, EGSi had requested
installation of addit.ional 5 n"rorer nrorrii.,rrirril rue'll:; anr:l prr:,p1p;11;1,rrr clf ,Correr:tive r\ction Plan
using Calclean's MPE equipmenl ait the s;it: I'h,: lyql1l1plan fcr ,nstallartion c,f additional 4
m{-Jnitoring we!l:; had been aF)flrove,d kr,rr RV/:l(:.t}, arrri li(ili rrrras; seerking:5it€ access to install the
r,rrel[s and initiate the sii:e cleanup, r,vhile tl^,r: sil:e rrra:; eligibl,: [or clc,sr.rre using LTCP criteria.
Basecl on the SOIVIA's r€coffrlrr€r dertiors I rlid nct iilrant,:rcces,s 1:o E(iS, rsinr:e E.GS has not been
an eft'ettive consultatrt during tlrelir 7 \/ei)r':; ol:,elerticrn at the:;iter. lnstrlad I hired SOMA to go
ahead with clo:;urel process arrd us(3 t'rl\/ iJWrr .t'tonev'to,:;et tlrr:: r:lo:iur,:.

ECiS ancj lVlr,5h.enoy wele purshing, hr,rrd tr:' irnl:lr:rnen': tJ'r(l il[],pro\lerl workplan and conduct
urnef-esSary w,Orl< and vvaSte t;rxpay,:rt"::'nl:lrrr:y arrti rtterke lrr)1"1. l'heV Were argUing that the
iVIiBI prurne emanzttirtg fi'orr tri:;;)r,:,6,erttr il, <;ornirrglirrg rlti'i.h ernoIh,3r gasoltne station MtBE
plt.:me across the A liireet errrcl irrpaclin;3 trivo ir rigatiorr vuell:; in the downgradient
ne lghborhood

SCrMA reviewed EGli repor"ts anti founti tlrarl. trtr: titiii 0[)l!r'ovrir(, vuorl<lllerrr for installat[on of the 6
additional wells is not ne€'rdecl ancl discr.r:;secl tl'reir f irrcling;s il't,:l reer:ionirrg;v,riil'r Mr. John Jang of
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RWQCB, RWQCB acceprt€:d SOI\/A':; t:chrri<:al re(:or]rnrer"lrlaticrns, and erllowed installing shallow
borings and vapor prokre:; using hanti ;tLrgor' f,:r r:r:rst saving purpos,es. Groundwater samples
from the hand-aguered borings and \/iapo':,,;rrnprler;1'rr:rn vapor probes did not indicate the
presence of MIBE arrd petroleurn hr/d,:ocarlron:; iir the nr:iglrborl-rood. ln acldition, the results of
two rounds of groundwater monitr:rlrrg evt:rrl:s rn<jir:erterr:l tlral: ir minor l\4tBE concentration in

one of the irrigation wells (6 ppbr) anrl rror.cktl:ect ir tl"rrt,:rtherr oncr. Ther reported MtBE
concentration showed MtBE con,:entrat.iorr is corx;islently Lrellor,v Elll.s valur,: for irrigation water
(113 Lrg/L). SOMA's neport datecl April 13, 20ltti crcnclud,l<l that the site i:; eligible to receive NFA

status the RWQCB"

ln this process, thanks to SOMA's exp'erIiser ;:r'r{:l l"on()sl'y I spent ies;rs than $,1S,000 from my own
pc,cket without asking USTCF for reirnbursr:rrr,-"nt. If [:;G vvas involved Calclean would waste
taxpayer's lxoney and by condutcting t.nne(:e:;::ierry' r:le;nrrp activiti,:rs. This would unreasonably
interrupt my business in addition v,rr:ruld be ,r liig \tu';ls;::€r 'of resour,:es, lry C.alClean.

Per RWQCB letter dated Novenrloer )6,2:01ti 5Ol\/L\ i:; in proces:; of preparing closure
dccurnents to be sent for R\IJQ.CIB's finarl ;rppror,'al. l\:; a station,lwnet'I keep recommending
SCIMA to every ciaimant to utili;zt,r lSOlvlA'; r::tlei'tis;,:: in reducing cle,anup costs. lbelieve
SCIMA's expertise shor-rld be utilizec! lo e;r5rr,:clite US,l-s clcture pl'oces;s ancl save taxpayers
money. I believe penalizing SOMA irs;lresentr:d irr LJS'tCF wr:brsite is verlr unwise decision and is

noi justified.

ln addition, lo\un another gasc,line serv'ic,3 st,rti:rn loc;;lted at iiiS1.9 Ca:;tro Valley Blvd., Castro
Va!ley, California, which was effecti"rely re:nneclizrtr:c lcy:SOlVlA and lreceived closure.
Therefore, lstrr:ngly believe that penalizi:rg SCrlr/lA i$ wrc,n5; and all charges against such a

rei ia ble consulta nt firm shoulci lr61 $ lqp,pt,t:d i rn rrrr: Jii;rte l,y,

As it becomes clear SOMA saved 'rverr $2t-tC,':X)r) b)r riot arllc,'wirrg liGSand Cal Clean rob the
TJSTCF and waste taxpayers'mon{3y and itr:;lerrrd I:;pr:nt rny own rnoney to remediate my
property, PleasedonothesitatetocalI rneat(510) 3].zl .301!l',ifyouhaveanycomments.

Sincereiy,

Owner and Operator
525 W. A Street
Hayward, Ca
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