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State Water Resources Control Board
1001 I St., 24th Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814
commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov

Re:  City of Bakersfield’s Comments on Proposed 1, 2, 3 — Trichloropropane
Regulations and Associated Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration

Dear Ms. Townsend:

We are special water counsel to the City of Bakersfield (“Bakersfield” or “City”). On
behalf of Bakersfield, we submit the following comments on the proposed 1, 2, 3 —
Trichloropropane (“TCP”) regulations and associated Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration, which the State Water Resources Control Board (“Water Board”) will consider
adopting in the summer of 2017.

Bakersfield appreciates the efforts of the Water Board to adopt a primary drinking water
standard for the protection of public health with regard to TCP. Bakersfield also understands
that the Water Board has set an adopted Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) as close to the
contaminant’s public health goal (PHG) as is technologically and economically feasible at the
time of adoption, while placing primary emphasis on protection of public health.

A significant number of wells within Bakersfield (approximately 40) are currently
impacted by TCP. Bakersfield staff are working diligently with consultants to construct and
install treatment systems on its impacted wells to ensure that it is in compliance with the
proposed TCP regulations, and to protect the health of City residents.
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Given the number of impacted wells within the City, and the time, cost and efforts
involved in the development and installation of treatment systems on individual wells,
Bakersfield respectfully requests that the Water Board provide additional time to come into
compliance with the new regulations. Bakersfield’s request for additional time is necessary
because of the number of significant capital improvement projects it will be required to
undertake in order to install treatment systems on its TCP impacted wells to be in compliance
with the proposed MCL.

Bakersfield notes that The California Safe Drinking Water Act provides for a public
water system to seek an exemption from any MCL or treatment requirement from the Water
Board provided that it satisfy certain requirements. (Health and Safety Code § 116425(a).) With
the granting of an exemption, the Board may set out a schedule for interim measures and
compliance that will require compliance to be achieved within 12 months of the granting of the
exemption. (Health and Safety Code §§ 116425(b) and (c).)

Bakersfield notes that for hexavalent chromium, the Water Board granted, pursuant to
Section 116431, a longer period of time to achieve compliance with the primary drinking water
standard in connection with and based on an approved compliance plan. (See Health and Safety
Code § 116431.)

Bakersfield could also present additional information in a compliance plan as to why
compliance may not presently be feasible under the proposed timetable, as well as options to
achieve and maintain compliance by the earliest feasible date and the actions that Bakersfield is
taking and will take to achieve compliance. While implementing the approved compliance plan
or while a compliance plan is pending approval, Bakersfield would request that it not be deemed
in violation of the primary drinking water standard for TCP.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments to the proposed TCP
regulations and associated Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Water
Board’s consideration. Please let us know if you have any questions or require any further

information on these matters.
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Sincerely,
|

Colin L. Pearcé

ec: Alan Tandy, City Manager, City of Bakersfield
Virginia Gennaro, City Attorney, City of Bakersfield
Art Chianello, Water Resources Manager, City of Bakersfield
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