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Water Quality Planning Efforts in the Bay-Delta  

 
The plan that protects the beneficial uses of the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
Estuary (Bay-Delta) is currently under review by the State Water Board to determine if updates to the 
water quality objectives, including flow objectives and the program of implementation are needed.  
State and federal law requires the periodic review of water quality control plans to ensure that they 
reflect current conditions.  The current update, which began in 2009 and is scheduled for completion in 
2013, will mark the fourth review of the plan since its original adoption in 1978. 
 
Who Are We? 
The State Water Board administers programs to ensure the highest reasonable quality for waters of the 
State, while allocating those waters to achieve a balance of beneficial uses. State water quality law 
requires the adoption of Water Quality Control Plans that identify existing and potential beneficial uses 
of waters of the state and establish water quality objectives to protect these uses. They also contain an 
implementation, surveillance and monitoring plan.  
 
While most water quality control planning is done by the Regional Water Boards, the State Water Board 
adopts statewide Water Quality Control Plans such as the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan, or 
Bay-Delta Plan.  The Bay Delta Plan includes objectives for inflows to the Delta from the Sacramento 
River and San Joaquin River, as well as objectives for Delta outflow.  The State Water Board considers 
a number of factors when developing and implementing flow objectives, such as competing uses for 
water.  The State Water Board’s water quality control planning and management of water rights can 
determine the amount and timing of water entering and moving through the Delta. 
 
The State Water Board along with the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Board and the Central Valley 
Regional Water Board, participate in the Bay-Delta efforts.   Regulation and enforcement of water 
quality objectives helps to control contaminants that degrade the waters of the Delta, including 
pesticides and other toxic substances, metals such as mercury, ammonia and other nutrients, and 
salinity. 
 
What Are We Doing? 
Numerous scientific documents have identified flow as a major factor affecting fisheries and other 
public trust uses of waters in the Delta.  The State Water Board is the State agency responsible for 
establishing water quality and flow objectives for the Bay-Delta to protect these uses. The State Water 
Board, along with the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Board and the Central Valley Regional Water 
Board, developed, and continues to implement, the 2008 Bay-Delta Strategic Work Plan. The Work 
Plan describes a suite of high-priority actions that the Water Boards have completed or are 
implementing to address the water supply and environmental crisis in the Bay-Delta, and a timetable for 
implementing these actions.  
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