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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This document was compiled as part of California’s Ground Water Quality Protection
Strategy under Section 106 of the Federal Clean Water Act. It is the result of a four-
year effort proposed and approved in annual workplans submitted to the United States
Environmental Protection Agency by the State Water Resources Control Board.

The catalog can serve as a useful tool for locating information pertinent to ground water
in California. It addresses a recognized need for better access to ground water
knowledge and data among government staff, resecarchers, consultants, regulatees, and
interested members of the public. The approach is to provide summary information on
efforts to resolve ground water related concerns, along with directory information on
who can provide details or access to desired information.

Summary information is cataloged on many individual ground water activities and
collections of information (databases). Examples of relevant activities are ground water
monitoring, solid waste management, and water well permitting. Included are
activity-specific local databases as well as large Federal and State databases, covering
pollutant sources, hydrogeology, water extraction/use, and other ground water resource
considerations. Federal, State, and local government agencies generally sponsor the
activities and databases represented here.

The catalog is organized into three parts, an index and two inventory lists:

A, Index of Public Agencies

A by-county tabulation of public agencies with ground water related
responsibilities in California, indicating level and type of involvement.

B. Inventory of Activities

A brief characterization of 1,436 individual ground water activities (programs,
projects, and studies) conducted by public agencies in California.

C. Inventory of Databases

A brief characterization of 1,037 individual databases that contain information on
ground water in California, including how the information is stored and how it
may be accessed.

Substantial efforts were made to make the catalog comprehensive and to ensure the
accuracy of collected information. However, some relevant activities may have been
omitted, and some items may be out-of-date. To avoid misinformation, follow-up contact
with the listed knowledgeable parties is recommended.

No conclusions are drawn from the information in this catalog. Descriptive information
is presented merely as solicited from and verified by knowledgeable parties.
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Chapter 1 - INTRODUCTION

BACKGROUND

This catalog is an outgrowth of the California Ground Water Information Directory
(CGWID), a prototype computerized repository of information pertinent to ground water
in California. The CGWID project was initiated in 1985 as part of a larger effort to
develop a comprehensive ground water quality protection strategy for California. A
number of agencies overseeing the development of the strategy supported the need for
the project. The concern was that the effectiveness of many ground water activities is
limited by the lack of available ground water information. Those working on ground
water issues needed a means of identifying who is involved in related ground water
activities, in addition to a means of finding and accessing pertinent ground water data.

An inventory of summary information on ground water activities and databases was
initiated as the first phase of the CGWID project. The procedure used to obtain the
inventory information follows:

° Identify program managers and knowledgeable parties.

° Congact indi\_lic'iu'als, explain the purpose of CGWID, and set up interviews on
pertinent activities.

° Conduct each interview separately, recording all responses on prepared forms.

° Enter relevant responses into a personal computer and print a synopsis on each

activity and database, which are then mailed to each interviewee for their review.
° Periodically reverify all on-going activities and databases.

The inventory of Federal and State government activities was virtually complete in 1987,
whereupon efforts were focused on a2 more extensive inventory of local government
activities, county-by-county.

The project plan called for completing the inventory, resurveying the State for any
ground water activities or databases that were overlooked or recently initiated,
reverifying old records, developing the administrative capability to quickly and
conveniently filter through the inventory to provide customized reports on specific
ground water concerns, and finally, notifying potentially interested parties that CGWID
was available for public access. Unfortunately, funding constraints precluded completion
of the these tasks. The inventory itself is almost but not quite complete, since about 50
local agencies, only in Los Angeles County, were never surveyed to ascertain if they
conduct relevant activities. Moreover, the State as a whole has not been resurveyed for
ground water activities that were overlooked or initiated after the initial survey.

Unable to complete the directory as originally envisioned, the CGWID project plan was
amended to simply incorporate the summary information already collected into this
catalog, and if warranted, consider further work on the project at a later date. The
almost complete inventory of activities and databases was thus developed into an index
and two lists, comprising parts A, B and C of this catalog. The inventory itself is
archived on a personal computer as six interrelated dBASE III files, requiring about five
megabytes of data storage.



THE INVENTORY OF GROUND WATER ACTIVITIES

The summary information on individual ground water activities in part B of this catalog
falls into three categories:

Programs:

Projects:

Studies:

are activities that continue indefinitely; they may support projects and
studies.

are activities of limited duration and scope that result in the development
and implementation of solutions to specific problems.

are activities of limited duration and scope that are research oriented,
involving collection/analysis of data, evaluation of alternatives, etc.

Activities are represented as individual entries in part B under the name and address of
the sponsoring agency. Each of the 1,436 entries includes the following:

A descriptive title for the activity.

A narrative description of the activity.

The geographic coverage of the activity.

The duration of the activity.

Keywords (ground water cleanup, monitoring, enforcement, etc.).
The name and phone number of a reference contact.

The date a knowledgeable party last verified the summary information,

THE INVENTORY OF GROUND WATER INFORMATION

Collections of information are represented as individual entries in part C under the
name and address of the sponsoring agency. Each of the 1,037 entries include:

L]
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A descriptive title for the collection of information.

A narrative description of the information.

The geographic coverage of the information.

The form of the stored information (computer, hardcopy, etc.).

A common name for the information storage and retrieval system (if any).
Arrangements for accessing the information (if any).

The duration of data coverage.

Keywords (ground water usage, hydrogeology, pesticides, etc.).

The name and phone number of a reference contact.

The date a knowledgeable party last verified the summary information.

The inventory acts like a card catalog in a library; it does not contain any data itself,
but simply guides one to where it is located.



THE ACCURACY AND COMPLETENESS OF THE INVENTORY

Any sizable collection of information will include some errors and omissions. In
addition, descriptive information is subject to interpretation and presents special data
handling problems as it is collected, stored, and retrieved for printing.

Substantial efforts were undertaken to make this catalog comprehensive and to ensure
the accuracy of collected information. To maintain accuracy, all summary information
was printed after it was stored on computer and sent back to the original contact for
verification. To foster a comprehensive inventory, each contact was requested to provide
referrals on related ground water activities; resurveying the State would have been more
effective, but was not possible within the scope of this project.

Recognition of the following limitations will assist in making reasonable judgments
based on the summary information in this catalog.

Limits on accuracy:

° Summary information is only as accurate as the knowledge and
communication abilities of the person supplying it.

° Ground water activities change over time, and it can be up to two yeatrs
since some items of information in this catalog were last verified by a
knowledgeable party. The timeliness of the information can be ascertained
by checking the "Last Verified On" date listed under each activity and
database in parts B and C.

° Errors can be made during data entry and retrieval. However, these are
seldom critical due to the redundant nature of descriptive information.

Limits on completeness:

° The inventory is almost complete. About 50 local agencies in Los Angeles
County were not surveyed. Other agencies may have been missed by
oversight during the initial survey. This catalog currently includes an
inventory of 1,436 different activities and 1,037 different collections of

information.

° Only a cursory effort was made to include pertinent activities and
databases which were initiated ajfter an agency was surveyed, up to four
years ago.

° The inventory cannot include activities and databases which were not

identified by interviewees. In particular, many pertinent projects and
studies are omitted because, during interviews, the priority was on
identifying programs and other ongoing activities, deferring inquiries on
terminated activities for later discussion,

In cases where these limits may result in misinformation, follow-up contact with the
listed knowledgeable parties is recommended.
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Chapter IT - CATALOG
This chapter is made up of an index and two inventory lists:
A. Index of Public Agencies

A by-county tabulation of public agencies with ground water related
responsibilities in California, indicating level and type of involvement.

B. Inventory of Activities

A brief characterization of 1,436 individual ground water activities (programs,
projects, and studies) conducted by public agencies in California.

C. Inventory of Databases
A brief characterization of 1,037 individual databases that contain information on
ground water in California, including how the information is stored and how it

may be accessed.

The "Index of Public Agencies” is on pages Al to A95, the "Inventory of Activities”
on pages Bl to B413, and the "Inventory of Databases” on pages Cl to C335.



PART A

INDEX OF AGENCIES SPONSORING
GROUND WATER ACTIVITIES

AND COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION
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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD MEETING AGENDA

Thursday
July 18, 1991 - 9:00 a.m.
First-Floor Hearing Room
Paul R. Bonderson Building
901 P Street, Sacramento

Questions regarding this agenda - call Maureen Marché (916) 445-5240
************t***tf*ti*tt***t*****i**t**i*********ti********!ttttt*t*********iti*

Please note time limitations on presentations may be imposed.
The State Board requests that oral testimony be summarized tec
the degree possible. Submittal of written comments is
encouraged to ensure that all comments will be included in the
record before the Board.

Declaration of Quorum

MINUTES

1. Consideration of the Minutes of the June 20, 1991 Board Meeting.

PUBLIC FORUM

2. Public Forum. (Any member of the public may address and ask questions of the
Board relating to any matter within the Board’s jurisdiction. This need not be
related to any item on the agenda.)

UNCONTESTED ITEMS
3-11. The Board will be asked to approve items 3-11 at one time. (See below for
description of items.)

CLEAN WATER PROGRAMS

12. Consideration of a Review of Enforcement at Twenty-Seven Toxic Pits Cleanup Act
{TPCA) Sites. (The Board will be asked whether to adopt the proposed resolution
concurring with the findings and recommendations identified in the staff report.)
Note: For copies of the staff report contact: James Giannopoules at (916) 739-4318

13. Consideration of the Proposed Addition of Article 11, Corrective Action
Requirements, to the Underground Storage Tank (UST) Regulations (Emergency
Regulations). (The Board will be asked whether to adopt the proposed addition to the
regulations.) ‘

14. Consideration of a Resolution Approving an Update to the Small Communities Granmt
Program Priority List. (The Board will be asked whether to adopt the resolution
approving the updated priority list.)

WATER QUALITY
15. Consideration of Approval of Dairy Waste Task Force Guidance Documents for Use by

the California Regional Water Quality Control Boards in Regulating Dairies and
Confined Animal Feed Lots. (The Board will be asked whether to approve a guidance
document for use by the Regional Boards in regulating dairies and confined animal feed
lots.)

16. Consideration of Resolution Approving an Agricultural Drainage Water Management
Loan for the City of Sanger, Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority, and Eastern
Municipal Water District. (The Board will be asked whether to adopt the proposed
resolution approving the ADLP loan.)

SWRCE DROUGHT ACTIVITIES UPDATE

17. Drought Information Item. (Staff will advise the Board regarding the substance
of any drought-related water right petitions or applications and any delegated action
regarding such petitions or applications. There will be no Board action on this
item.)

~over-



******************************

UNCONTESTED ITEMS CALENDAR

Uncontested items are expected to be routine and non-controversial. They will be
acted upon by the Board, at one time, without discussion. If any Board Member, staff,
or interested person requests that an item be removed from the Uncontested Items

Calendar, it will be taken up in the regular sgenda order.

WATER RIGHTS

3. Consideration of an Order om the Petition for Reconsideration of the Board Order
Amending Terms of Approval of a Temporary rTransfer of Water From Yuba County Water
Agency for Use in Napa County. (The Board will be asked whether to adopt the proposed
order denying the petition.)

WATER QUALITY
4. Consideration of a Resolution Approving a State Revolving Fund (SRF) Loan to the

Firebaugh Canal Water District. (The Board will be asked whether to adopt the
proposed resolution approving the SRF loan.)

5. Consideration of a Resolution Approving a State Revolving Fund (SRF) Loan for the
City of Davis. (The Boerd will be asked whether to adopt the proposed resolution
approving the SRF loan.)

CLEAN WATER PROGRAMS

5. Consideration of Approval of a State Revolving Fund (SRF) Loan for the City of
Richmond Wastewater Treatment Facility Improvements (C-06-4039-120). (The Board will
be asked whether to adopt the resolution approving the loan.}

7. Consideration of Operator Certification and Training Advisory Committee
Appointments. (The Board will be asked whether to adopt the proposed resolution
appeinting the nominated candidates to the advisory Committee.)

8. Consideration of Revision to the Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 1991 UST Grant Workplan
and Acceptance of Carryover of FFY 1990 Grant Funds into FFY 1991. (The Board will be
asked whether to adopt the proposed resolution approving the addition of carryover
funds.)

WATER QUALITY PETITIOR

6. 1In the Matter of the Petition of the City of San Berpardino for Review of Cease
and Desist Order No. 90-55 of the california Regional Water Quality Control Board,
santa Ana Region. NPDES Permit No. CA105392. Our File No. A-683. (The Board will be
asked to adopt an order denying a petition by the City of San Bernardino for review of
Cease and Desist Order No. 90-55.)

ADMINISTRATION

10. Proposed Interagency Agreement Between the State Water Resources Control Board
and the Stephen P. Teale Consolidated Data Center for Electronic Data Processing
Services to Support the Board’'s Data Management Systems. (The Board will be asked
whether to adopt a resolution authorizing the Executive Director to negotiate and
execute an Interagency Agreement with the Teale Data Center for data processing
services in the amount not to exceed $247,210.)

11. Ratification of Resclutions 91-40, 91-41, and 91-42 Expressing Appreciation to
Lillian Hall, Laurie G. Warnshuis and Frank E. Peters.

**************************

Following the meeting on July 18, 1991 the Board may meet to discuss budget matters.
There will be nc voting.

on July 18, 1991, the Board will be meeting in closed session to discuss the
appointment, employment, or dismissal of a public employee. (Authorized under
Government Code Section 11126(a).) Please note, closed sessions are not open to the
public.



PART A Index of Agencies Sponsoring Ground Water Activities and Collections of Information

This index summarizes the ground water related responsibilities of public agencies in
California. Identified are those agencies which conduct ground water activities or
maintain collections of associated information. Significant attributes of the activities
and information are tabulated next to the agency name so interested parties can locate
summary information relevant to their concerns in "Part B" and "Part C" of this Catalog.

Order of Listing - Agencies are listed first by geographic coverage and next by level of
government:

1) Agencies with Statewide Responsibilities (a) Federal
( (b) State (c) Local
{2) Agencies with Responsibilities in ALAMEDA COUNTY (a) Federal (b) State
(¢) Local
(59) Agencies with Responsibilities in YUBA COUNTY (a) Federal
(b) State (C) Local
then alphabetically within these 59 groups and 3 subgroups.
Column Headings, Explanation
Activities in The word: Program, Project, and/or Study will appear in this column if such ground water
this Inventory activities are conducted by the agency.
Collections of The word: Computer, Hardcopy (paper-based files, maps, or reports), and/or other
Information in (microfiche, microfilm, or compact disk) will appear in this column if such ground water
this Inventory information is maintained by the agency.
Pertinent Reports An "X" in this column implies the agency creates reports on ground water related topics
Kept which could be of substantial interest to others in California.
Details on Page The reader is directed to detailed summary information in Part B and/or Part C.
KEYWORDS for Activities - An "X" in this column implies:
Enforcement The agency has a role in the enforcement of regulations or laws.
Ground Water The agency has a role in (investigating) the removal of pollutants from ground water or any
Cleanup place with the potential to contaminate ground water.
Ground Water Ground water movement or pollutant transport are simulated or studied.
Modelling
Ground Water Parameters indicative of ground water quantity (for example, depth) or quality (for example,
Monitoring BOD, TDS) are observed or measured.
Permitting The agency has a role in issuing permits for ground water activities (for example, installation
of septic systems, water well drilling).
Planning Activities The agency develops plans for future ground water related activities.
Site Inspection & The agency inspects or investigates specific sites (facilities) for the presence of ground water
Investigation pollution.
KEYWORDS for Collections of Information - An "X" (or underlined word) in this column implies:
Monitoring The word: Biological, Chemical, Physical, and/or Radiochemical will appear in the column if
{Data type) that type of observation or measurement is stored.
Hydrogeology Information is stored on hydraulic and geologic parameters that do not change appreciably
with time (for example, permeability, soil structure).
Sources of Information is stored on natural or manmade sources of pollution.
Pollution
Waste Disposal Information is stored on types of waste affecting ground water, disposal methods, or ground
water pollution caused by waste.
Well Construction Information is stored on the construction of water wells.
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