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1996 CALIFORNIA WATER QUALITY ASSESSMENT

I. INTRODUCTION

The 1996 California Water Quality Assessment Report (WQA) is a biennial compilation
of water quality assessment information from the State’s nine Regional Water Quality
Control Boards (RWQCBs). The WQA serves the purpose of providing information to
the public on the water quality condition of specific water bodies in a summarized
tabular format. Organized by region and by water body type, the WQA categorizes the

water quality of each water body by reporting the degree to which water quality supports

the beneficial uses of water. The levels of support are:  fully supporting, fully
supporting but threatened, partiaily supporting, not supporting, and not assessed. The
percentage of water bodies at each level of support by water body type is given in the
companion 1996 305(b) Report. Some examples of beneficial uses of water are
shellfishing, municipal drinking water, and aquatic life. A complete list of 23 beneficial
uses recognized by the State Water Rescurces Contro! Board (SWRCB) is included as an
Appendix. The RWQCB boundaries are delineated on the map of California on the
inside of the back cover of the report.

Each RWQCB reviewed and updated the 1994 WQA data for their region. The 1996
statewide WQA contains water quality information on 3,678 water bodies, whereas the
1994 statewide WQA included information on 3,040 water bodies.

The data for this 1996 WQA report are stored in the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency Waterbody System Database maintained at the SWRCB. This report is a
summary of the information contained in this database. More detailed information on

specific water bodies can be obtained from the RWQCB in the area where the water
body is located, or from the SWRCB’s Division of Water Quality.

II. INTERPRETING THE WATER QUALITY ASSESSMENT

The following is a brief description of each section of the WQA table:

REGION AND WATER BODY TYPE

Individual water bodies are listed by the geographical region (nine RWQCBs) in which
they are located and by water body type, such as estuaries or iakes.

e



WATER BODY NAME

Water body names are alphabetized under each water body type. In some cases,
segments of water bodies are listed separately because of their unique differences or
problems.

HYDROLOGICAL UNIT

These units represent the hydrologic subareas of a surface drainage basin (watershed) as
designated by the SWRCB.

WATER BODY SIZE

The size represents the length or area of the entire water body. However, for those
water bodies where size is unknown the water body has been assigned a value of "1".
UNIT

The unit of measurement for the size of the entire water body and the size reported for
beneficial use support is expressed as "A" for acres, "M" for miles, and "S" for square
miles.

BENEFICIAL USE SUPPORT (Formerly Water Quality Classification)

The Waterbody System Database holds the rating for use support for each individual use
and a separate category of overall use. The use support ratings presented in this report
are for overall use support.

The definitions of the overall use support ratings are:

Fully Supporting:
Waters that support and enhance the designated beneficial uses.

Fully Supporting but Threatened (Threatened):
One or more designated beneficial uses are threatened and the remaining uses are
fully supported.

Partially Supporting:
One or more designated beneficial uses are partially supported and the remaining uses
are fully supported or threatened. These water bodies are considered impaired.




Not Supporting:

One or more designated beneficial uses are not supported. These water bodies are
considered impaired. These are water bodies that cannot reasonably be expected to

attain or maintain applicable water quality standards. A water body is impaired when

data indicate that adopted objectives are continually exceeded or that beneficial uses
are not protected (e.g., health warnings are in effect). In many cases this
determination will involve evaluating many sources of data to arrive at a judgement.

Not Assessed:
Water bodies where few or no direct observations are available.

Basically, for those water bodies where use support is different for each individual use
the overall rating is equal to the least supported use. For example, if a water body had

drinking water as "fully supporting” and aquatic life as "not supporting”, the overall use
support would be "not supporting",

However, where beneficial uses for a particular water body were almost al rated
unassessed, yet one beneficial use was rated as "fully supporting", the water body was
given an overall use rating of "fully supporting".

ASSESSMENT COMMENTS

Assessment comments include information provided by the RWQCBSs, such as
descriptions of the water body, RWQCB activities, or water quality problems when
known or suspected.

The full name of most chemicals reported for water quality problems is provided in the
text. A few abbreviations are used, and they are defined below.

DDT = Dichlorodiphenyltrichioroethane PCBs = polychlorinated biphenyls
DDD = Dichlorodiphenyldichloroethane PAHs = polynuclear aromatic
(metabolite of DDT) hydrocarbons
Dichlorodipheny!dichloroethylene
(metabolite of DDT)

I

DDE

ChemA = one or more of the following chlorinated hydrocarbon pesticides: Aldrin,
dieldrin, chlordane, endrin, heptachlor, heptachlor epoxide, hexachlorocyclohexanes
(including lindane), endosulfan, and toxaphene.

g, - g

-



303(d) LISTED

The 303(d) list identifies water bodies where standards are not attainable after
implementation of technology-based requirements (Best Available Technology/Best
Control Technology). A "y" (yes) indicates that the water body is included in the 303(d)
listing.

Federal law requires that water bodies on the 303(d) list must have Total Maximum
Daily Loads (TMDLs) established. Subsequently, each point source and nonpoint source
discharging pollutants to the listed water body must have a Wasteload Allocation or Load
Allocation, respectively, assigned to it. The 303(d) requirements include establishing a
time schedule for developing TMDLs.
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