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Climate models project higher variability of precipitation in California over the coming decades, 
both within seasons and across years. Increased wetness, when it occurs, will be due to more 
frequent, more intense precipitation events. Increased dry days will lead to more dry years, and 
more dry years will lead to more dry decades. The substantial warming that is projected in 
virtually all climate model simulations results in diminished spring snow pack, which becomes 
extremely low during drier years. 
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