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The fact that almost 95% of Californians live in urban areas speaks volumes as to the
importance of our state’s urban forests. The benefits of these forests run a great breadth of
environmental, social, and economic values. Among these are wildlife habitat, water quality,
flood reduction, energy conservation, enhanced property values and economic activity, climate
change mitigation, and reduced crime. “Urban forestry” is the cultivation and management of
native or introduced trees and related vegetation in urban areas for their present and potential
contribution to the economic, physiological, sociological, and ecological well-being of urban
society. There is a continuum in how we manage urban forests all the way out to very rural
forests, including for fire-related issues.
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