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Why Slack? 

This year we are virtual. So, the interactions we usually have during in-person events (e.g. chatting in the halls, 
or during a poster session), unfortunately, will not happen. Slack will allow us to replicate these types of 
interactions, to the extent we can, in the virtual world.  

• By using Slack, everyone will be able to engage with one another before, during, and long after the 
presentations.  

• All of us will be able to post questions, responses, and other resources (e.g. links, photos, documents) to 
all others to see.  

• Its FREE to join! 

Join Slack 

We encourage all those interested in engaging through Slack to join before the beginning of the Symposium, if 
possible.  

For those who don’t have a Slack account, you can create one for free by following these instructions on how to 
Get Started with Slack.  

Once you have a Slack account, you will need to join our workspace: CA Water Data Science Symposium 

• You can add the Workspace to your account manually 
• Click this link: https://bit.ly/CAWaterDataSciSympSlack 

A couple of things to Note:  

• Slack only works using the desktop app or when using Google Chrome or Firefox 
• If you have a slack account, we recommend logging in and searching for the workspace: CA Water Data 

Science Symposium rather than clicking the bit.ly link above.  

  

https://slack.com/help/articles/218080037-Getting-started-for-new-members
https://slack.com/help/articles/212675257-Join-a-Slack-workspace
https://bit.ly/CAWaterDataSciSympSlack


Engage 

Once you have entered the workspace, you should see something like this: 

 

Use the Search bar at the top of the screen to search for topics or key words 

View the Channels on the left side of the screen. There is a Channel for each session. Channel names start with a 
“d”, followed by a number and then “s” followed by a number, an underscore and the session title.  The “d” 
stands for the day and “s” stands for the session, as labeled in the Agenda and Program (accessible version). So, 
the “#d1s2_putting-data-to-work” channel corresponds to the second session on day one, titled “Putting data to 
work”.  

When you click on a channel, the conversations in that channel will appear. If you want to add something to the 
conversation, type your question, thought, or response in the box at the bottom of the screen. Be sure to hit the 
green send button on the right to send your text into the channel. For more guidance on this, check out Slack’s 
“Send and read messages” guidance. 

If you would like to attach something to your message, click the paperclip icon next to the send button to add 
your attachment. For more guidance on this, check out Slack’s “Add files to Slack” guidance. 

If you are new to Slack and want some additional help using the platform, we recommend you check out the 
Using Slack help page. 

 

If you cannot get Slack to work but still have a question you would like to ask presenters, please send them to 
anna.holder@waterboards.ca.gov. 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/data_databases/docs/wq_science_sym/2020_data_sci_sympm/2020_scisymp_program_20200605.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/data_databases/docs/wq_science_sym/2020_data_sci_sympm/2020_scisymp_program_20200605_accessible.pdf
https://slack.com/help/articles/201457107-Send-and-read-messages
https://slack.com/help/articles/201457107-Send-and-read-messages
https://slack.com/help/articles/201330736-Add-files-to-Slack
https://slack.com/help/categories/200111606
mailto:anna.holder@waterboards.ca.gov
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