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protective of California water quality 
standards. This certification is issued 
by the State and Regional Water 
Boards pursuant to Clean Water Act 
section 401 and is referred to as a 
401 certification.  

 Industrial Stormwater General 
Permit.7  If the activity will be 
conducted on land where it may be 
exposed to stormwater, the 
owner/operator must submit a notice 
of intent for coverage under the 
State’s industrial stormwater general 
permit and take actions to reduce 
and prevent debris and other 
materials from coming in contact with 
stormwater and being carried into 
waters of the U.S. 

 General Permit Order No. R2-2012-
0050.3 If the activity will be 
conducted at a dry dock that is not 
currently permitted, the 
owner/operator must obtain 
coverage under the Water Board’s 
General Permit No. R2-2012-0050. 

 Individual WDRs.  If the activity will 
generate and discharge solid 
materials to land, wetlands or waters 
of the State not otherwise covered 
by the above permits, the 
owner/operator must obtain 
coverage from the Water Board 
under individual waste discharge 
requirements (WDRs). 

 Individual Permit.  If the activity 
may result in the discharge of 
wastewater, not otherwise covered 
by the above permits, to waters of 
the U.S., the owner/operator must 
obtain coverage from the Water 
Board under an individual permit. 

 
 
 
 

INFORMATION REQUIRED 

An owner/operator planning to conduct 
vessel salvaging must include the 
following in its application for coverage 
under any of the permits listed 
previously:  

 Spill Prevention and Response 
- procedures for spill prevention and 
control and countermeasures for any 
accidental discharges of pollutants to 
surface water. 

 Hazardous Wastes  
- procedures for segregation and 
disposal of hazardous wastes 
including wash water and other liquid 
discharges. 

 Stormwater Pollution Prevention  
- procedures to prevent stormwater 
pollution, including best 
management practices to reduce 
pollutant runoff from demolition and 
disposal activities and process 
materials from polluting stormwater 
runoff; and, as appropriate, 
procedures for containment, testing, 
and treatment or disposal of polluted 
stormwater. 

 Scope of Work and Schedule 
- general scope of work and 
timeframe for demolition and 
disposal activities. 

 
EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

An environmental emergency is an 
imminent substantial threat to public 
health or the environment arising from 
the release or imminent release of 
hazardous material(s). Any significant 
release or threatened release of a 
hazardous material requires immediate 
reporting by the responsible person to 
911 or the California Emergency 
Management Agency (see contacts 
below).  
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CONTACTS 
 
Report a spill to the California 
Emergency Management Agency at 
1-800-852-7550. 
 
For questions, contact Laurent Meillier 
of the Water Board at 510-622-3277 or 
LMeillier@waterboards.ca.gov.  
 

REFERENCES 
 
1 Section 13385 (a)(1). Porter-Cologne Water 
Quality Control Act. June 27, 2012. 
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/laws_regulations/docs/
portercologne.pdf 
 
2 Section 13385 (c)(1) and Section 13385 (c)(2) 
 
3http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/rwqcb2/board_d
ecisions/adopted_orders/2012/R2-2012-
0050.pdf 
 
4http://water.epa.gov/lawsregs/guidance/wetland
s/sec404.cfm 
 
5http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/pr
ograms/cwa401/ 
 
6http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/pr
ograms/cwa401/docs/generalorders/nwp_401.p
df 
 
7http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/pr
ograms/stormwater/docs/induspmt.pdf 


