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Salinas River Ferry
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Salinas River Ferry
Bricks Barged
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Creation of Monterey County Water Resources Agency 
1947

• Sec. 22. Studies; groundwater basins; seawater intrusion; 
extraction prohibition. If, at the conclusion of the hearing, 
the Board determines that a threat of seawater intrusion 
exists which will be aggravated by continued groundwater 
extraction within a given area and depth, the Board may 
adopt an ordinance prohibiting the further extraction of 
groundwater from the area and depth so defined.

• (d) (1) Store water in surface or underground reservoirs 
within or outside the Agency for the common benefit of the 
Agency of any zones affected.

• (8) Prevent contamination, pollution, or otherwise 
rendering unfit for beneficial use the surface or subsurface 
water used or useful in the Agency, and commence, 
maintain, and defend actions and proceedings to prevent 
any interference with those waters which endangers or 
damages the inhabitants, lands, or use of water in, or 
flowing into, the Agency.
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Mission: Monterey County Water Resources Agency 
Manages, Protects, and Enhances the Quantity and Quality of 
Water and Provides Specified Flood Control Services for 
Present and Future Generations of Monterey County.
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Lake San Antonio

Lake Nacimiento

CSIP
Salinas Valley Water Project
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Nacimiento River below Reservoir

Salinas River below Highway 1 Bridge
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PureWater Monterey

• Collects Waste Water and Summer Stormwater

• Delivers ~3500 acre feet of water for 
groundwater replenishment into the overdrafted
Seaside Basin

• Water is treated to better than drinking water 
standard

• Delivers ~4500 acre feet of “recycled water” to 
CSIP and for agriculture.
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PureWater Monterey

• Collects Waste Water and Summer Stormwater

• Delivers ~3500 acre feet of water for 
groundwater replenishment into the overdrafted
Seaside Basin

• Water is treated to better than drinking water 
standard

• Delivers ~4500 acre feet of “recycled water” to 
CSIP and for agriculture.

• Blends less treated wastewater (leaving 
nitrates and pesticides);

• With disinfected Salinas River Water
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• You have no guarantee that ANY problem will 
be solved other than agricultural water supply 
with polluted water.

• You have 68 years of experience that 
coditions will actually get worse
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Recommendation / Solution

• Require treatment of all water to Groundwater 
Replenishment Standard.

• And/Or Place Restrictive WDRs on
• Blanco Drain
• Reclamation Ditch
• Salinas Industrial Ponds
• CSIP
• Salinas Valley Water Project
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What is the resistence?

• Growers want cheap water

• Growers do not want to pay the true cost 
of water
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Nacimiento River below Reservoir

Salinas River below Highway 1 Bridge
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