
August 21, 2017

Jerry Gruber, General Manager Sent via Electronic Mail
Cambria Community Services District
P.O. Box 65
Cambria, CA 93428
jgruber@cambriacsd.org

Dear Mr. Gruber:

CAMBRIA COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT, CAMBRIA, SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY -
RESPONSE TO CEASE AND DESIST ORDER WORKPLAN,

Regional Water Quality Control Board (Water Board) staff received and reviewed the August 14, 
2017 Cambria Community Services District (Cambria CSD) Impoundment Basin Closure Plan 
Memorandum (Memo) and cover letter. Cease and Desist Order No. R3-2017-0016 (CDO) 
requires Cambria CSD to provide a workplan with milestones and a timeline for removing all 
wastes from the surface impoundment at the earliest possible date whether they recommence
surface impoundment operations or discontinue use of the surface impoundment.  
The cover letter and Memo indicate the Cambria CSD plans to discontinue use of the surface 
impoundment by evaporating the surface impoundment brine despite evaporation taking the 
most time of all options presented. The Memo indicates that ion exchange treatment along with 
disposal in Cambria CSD’s percolation ponds would remove the brine at the earliest possible 
date. The Memo provides no technical justification for choosing evaporation, only indicating that 
all other options are financially burdensome. The Memo points out that evaporation would 
require implementation of CDO option 1, tasks 1 through 4, but provides no information 
indicating how the Cambria CSD would comply with the CDO requirements.  If the Cambria 
CSD chooses to store waste in the surface impoundment during the upcoming rainy season, 
detailed information for all requirements listed under CDO option 1 must be included. Water 
Board staff finds the workplan is not acceptable because it does not support its assumptions, 
evaluations, or conclusions, and therefore does not assure Water Board staff that Cambria CSD 
is complying with the CDO.

The Cambria CSD must submit a workplan that addresses the requirements contained in the 
CDO and the language included in the July 18, 2017, CDO cover letter that was agreed to by all 
parties at the July 13, 2017, Water Board meeting.  Failure to comply with Cease and Desist 
Order No. R3-2017-0016 may result in the assessment of administrative civil liability of up to 
$1,000 per violation per day, pursuant to Water Code section 13268, or $5,000 per violation per 
day, pursuant to Water Code section 13350.  The Water Board may refer this matter to the 
Attorney General for judicial enforcement.  The Water Board reserves the right to take any 
enforcement actions authorized by law.  
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If you have questions, please contact Jon Rokke at jon.rokke@waterboards.ca.gov (805/549-
3332) or Chris Adair at chris.adair@waterboards.ca.gov (805/549-6761).

Sincerely,

John M. Robertson
Executive Officer

Attachments: Cease and Desist Order Cover Letter, July 18, 2017
Cease and Desist Order No. R3-2017-0016

cc via email:

Cambria Community Services District
Board of Directors
c/o Monique Madrid (Clerk to the Board)
mmadrid@cambriacsd.org

Bob Gresens, District Engineer
Cambria Community Services District
bgresens@cambriacsd.org

Jon Rokke, jon.rokke@waterboards.ca.gov

Ryan Lodge, ryan.lodge@waterboards.ca.gov
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for

Digitally signed by Michael Thomas 
Date: 2017.07.18 12:07:23 -07'00'
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Water Quality Control Plan for the Central Coastal Basin 

7 / 11 Item No. 11 Attachment 2 
December 7-8, 2017 

August 21, 2017 Water Board letter 



8 / 11 Item No. 11 Attachment 2 
December 7-8, 2017 

August 21, 2017 Water Board letter 



9 / 11 Item No. 11 Attachment 2 
December 7-8, 2017 

August 21, 2017 Water Board letter 



10 / 11 Item No. 11 Attachment 2 
December 7-8, 2017 

August 21, 2017 Water Board letter 



11 / 11 Item No. 11 Attachment 2 
December 7-8, 2017 

August 21, 2017 Water Board letter 




