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Descanso Gardens Guild Inc. 
141 8 Descanso Drive 
La Canada Flintridge, CA 91 01 1 

GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR SMALL COMMERCIAL AND 
MULTIFAMILY RESIDENTIAL SUBSURFACE SEWAGE DISPOSAL, FOR DESCANSO 
GARDENS, 1418 DESCANSO DRIVE, LA CANADA FLINTRIDGE, CA 91011 (FILE NO. 10- 
097, ORDER NO. 01-031, SERIES NO. 143, CI NO. 9718) 

Dear Mr. Brown, 

The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) staff has completed 
the review of your application for Waste Discharge Requirements (WDR) for wastewater to be 
generated by Descanso Gardens (Discharger) located at 1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada 
Flintridge, CA 91 01 1. 

The Discharger is a commercial facility located within Los Angeles County limits. The facility 
consists of a historic two-story house (Boddy House) with an adjacent art gallery. A maximum 
daily flow of 2,000 gallons of wastewater will be discharged from the upgraded onsite 
wastewater disposal system (OWDS). Upon inspection, odors indicate the existing OWDS has 
failed. The existing 1,500-gallon septic tank will be abandoned and a new OWDS will be 
installed by contractor Topanga Underground. 

The new OWDS consists of an 8,000-gallon tank, four new Advantex AX-20 Filter Pods, a 
duplex pump station, with wastewater treated by ultraviolet light (UV) and stemming off into five 
seepage pits. The Discharger's OWDS is installed adjacent to one of the many waterways on 
the subject's property where natural runoff occurs. The Discharger has installed a secondary 
containment system around the OWDS to contain accidentally released effluent. 

In the future, the Discharger plans to use the effluent for irrigation. When these plans are 
finalized, an application must be submitted for a material change and additional water recycling 
requirements will be added to the existing WDR. 

Regional Board staff has determined that the proposed OWDS and discharge meets the 
conditions specified in Order No. 01-031, "General Waste Discharge Requirements for Small 
Commercial and Multifamily Residential Subsurface Sewage Disposal System," adopted by this 
Regional Board on February 22, 2001. 

Enclosed are your General Waste Discharge Requirements, consisting of Order No. 01-031, 
Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP) CI No. 9718, Standard Provisions-Applicable to 
Waste Discharge Requirements. The wastewater is discharged to the San Fernando Valley - 
Verdugo Groundwater Basin, a water of the state. Please note the discharge limits stated in 
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Order No. 01-031 that are applicable to your discharge (Attachments A and B). Should changes 
to the septic disposal system be needed, engineering drawings showing the change must be 
filed with the Regional Board a minimum of thirty days prior to the change. The discharger must 
receive approval of such change. 

The Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP) requires you to implement the monitoring. 
program on the effective date of coverage under this permit. When submitting monitoring or 
technical reports to the Regional Board per these requirements, please include a reference to 
"Compliance File CI No. 9718", which will assure that the reports are directed to the appropriate 
file and staff. Also, please do no combine other reports with your monitoring reports. Submit 
each type of report as a separate file. 

The Discharger shall comply with the Electronic Submittal of Information (ESI) requirements by 
submitting all reports required under the MRP, including groundwater monitoring data, 
discharge location data, and pdf monitoring reports to the State Water Resources Control Board 
GeoTracker database under Global ID WDR100000539. ESI training video is available at: 
https://waterboards.webex.com/waterboards/ldr.php?AT=pb&SP=MC&rlD=44l45287&rKev=7d 
ad4352c990334b. 

Please see Paperless Office Noticefor GeoTracker Users, dated December 12, 201 1 for further 
details at: 
http://www. waterboards.ca.aov/losan~eles/resources/Paperless/Pa~erless%20Office%20for%20G 
T%20Users. pdf. 

To avoid paying future annual fees, please submit a written request for termination of your 
enrollment under the general permit in a separate letter if your facility is connected to a sewer 
and the permit is no longer needed. Be aware that the annual fee covers the fiscal year billing 
period beginning July 1 and ending June 30, the following year. You will pay the full annual fee if 
your request for termination is made after the beginning of the new fiscal year beginning July I. 

If you have any additional questions, please contact the Project Manager, Ms. Elizabeth 
Erickson at (213) 620-2264, or the Unit Chief, Dr. Eric Wu at (213) 576-6683. 

Sincerely, 

6 d  OF P 

Samuel Unger, P.E. 
Executive Officer 

Enclosures: 
1) General WDR Order No. 01-031 
2) Standard Provisions, Applicable to Waste Discharge Requirements 
3) Monitoring and Reporting Program No. Cl-9718 

cc: Mr. Sam Espinoza, Wastewater Collection Systems, Los Angeles County Sanitation 
District 
Mr. Edward Hitti, Director of Public Works, City of La Canada Flintridge 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 
LOS ANGELES REGION 

GEMEIZAL WASTE DISCI.IARGE REQUIR3EmNTS 
FOR 

SMALL COMMERCIAL AND MULTIFAMILY RESIDENTIAL 
SURSURFACE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS 

The California dcgional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angcles Region 
(Regional Board), finds: 

I The California Water Code (CWC) section 13260(a)(l) requires that any person 
discharging wastes, or proposjng to discharge wastes other than into a community 
wastewater collection system, which could affect the quality of the waters of the 
State, shall file a Report of Waste Discharge with the Regional Water Quality 
Control Board. The Regional Board shall then prescribe requirements for the 
discharge or proposed discharge of wastes. 

I 

2. The California Water Code, section 13263(j), provides that a Regional Board may 
prescribe general waste djscharge requirements for discharges produced by 
similar operations, involving similar types of waste, and requiring similar 
treatment standards. 

The Regional B o d  adopted a Revised Water Quality Control. Plan (Basin Plan) 
for the LOS Angeles Region on June 13, 1994. The Water Quality Control Plan 
designates beneficial uses and establishes water quality objectives for 
groundwater and surface water within the Los Angeles Region. Existing 
beneficial uses designated for groundwater and surface water include, among 
others: municipal supply, industrial service supply, industrid process supply, 
fresh water replenishment, aquaculture, wildlife habitat, and agricultural supply, 
To the extent that the Basin Plan designates addifional or different beneficial uses, 
the Basin Plan shall control, 

Discharges from small (less than 20,000 gallons per day) commercial and 
multifamily sewage djsposal systems infiltrate groundwater. The effluent from 
.small commercial and multifamily sewage disposal systems is considered a 
discharge of waste that could affecl the quality of waters of the State. Any 
surfacing of treated or untreated waste poses a serious threat to public health and 
beneficial uses of groundwater, near-shore waters, and contiguous beaches. i Discharges of greater than 20,000 gallons will normally be required to obtain 
individual waste discharge requiremints from the Regional Board. 

1. February 22,2001 

. . 



.. . General Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. 01 -03 1 
Small Commercial and Multifamily Residential . 

Subsurface Sewage Disposal Systems 

I 
I 5. Djscharges to land from small domestic small commercjal and multifamily sewage 

1 disposal systems have certain common characteristics, such as simjlar constituents, 
concentrations of constituents, disposal techniques, flow ranges and they require 
the same or similar treatment standards. These types of discharges are niore 
appropn ate1 y regulated under general Waste Discharge Requirements (general 

I 

i 
WDRs). 

6. These general WDRs apply to discharges throughout the entire Los Angeles 
Region (Los Angeles and Ventura County), however, the Regional Board has 
determined that groundwater undcrlying small commercial an.<] multifamily 
sewage disposal systems in areas of shallow groundwater and coastal regions has 
been shown to be in hydraulic connection with nearby surface waters and {hit 
groundwater and surface water con tamjnation in areas of shallow groundwater and 
coastal regions has been attributed to discfiarges from septic systems. Therefore, 

' these WDRs include considerations spccjficaIly .addressing areas of shallow 
' groundwatel- and coastal areas. 

I 

7. Since this effluent is considered a discharge of waste that cohd affect the quality 
of waters of the State, a discharger would ordinarily be required to file a Report of 
Waste Discharge and the Regional Board wouId then.prescribe requirements for 

, the discharge of wastes. However, tlndcr the California Water Code, section 
13269, the Regional Board may waive requirements to file a Report of Waste 
Discharge, provided that such a waiver is not against the public interest. In the 
1950s, the Regional Board's predecessor agency granted such waivers for 

I residential. septic systems in 45 local agencies in the Region,,including the County 
of Los Angcles. However, these waivers do not formally cover several local i J  agencies that are actively permitting septic systems. 

I 
8. If Waste Discharge ~ e ~ u i r e m e n t s  were issued to each small commercial ind 

multifamily residential septic system on an individual basis, it would be a very 
lengthy process, Due to limited Regional Board resources, a strearnfjned 
expansion of a permitting program is necessary. The adoption of these general 
Waste Discharge Requirements for discharges frdm small commercial and 
multifamjly sewage disposal systems would: 

I (a) Simplify and expedite the application process for the Discharger; 

1 (b) Increase efficiency of Regional Board staff; and 

(c)  educe Regional Board time expended on,preparing and 
considering individual Waste Discharge Requirements. 



Order No. 01-031 1. General Waste Discharge Requirements ' I  
Small Commercial and Multifamily Residential. 
Subsurface Sewage Disposal Systems . ' 1 I 

I/ 
' ' ,3.  Only small commercial and multifamjly sewage disposar systems with a 1 

maximum daily flow of 20,000 gallons or less that discharge to Iand are eligible I I! 
. . I! for coverage under these general WDRs. . Sjngle family residences. wit11 small 1: 

domestic systems, for purposes of these general WDRts, are specifically excltided. , . i I! . .. 
It remains the discretion of the Regional Board to require WDRs for discharges !: 

, from single family residences when'necessary to protect. water quality. .. I ;I . . !' 

I. II 
10- This Order establishes minimum standards only forsmall domestic systems. The j 

, discharger must comply with any more stringent srandards jn the'applicable Basjn . I . .  

Plan. In the event of a conflict between the provisions of this Order and the Basin. 
I I 

Plan, the,more stringent provision prevails. . . . 

By enrollillg small commercial and multjfamjly sewage disposal systems under 
Waste Discharge Requirements, the Regional Board can also issue Monitoring 
find Reporting Prograrns that require dischargers to monitor their effluent, 
groundwater that may be affected by the discharge, and, in some cases, nearby 
surface waters that may be affected by the discharge. The results of the 
monitoring will be reported to the Regional Boaid, The Regional Board expects 
that this monitoring will assist in the delineation of impacts of effluent from small 
commercial and muItifamiIy sewage disposal systems on groundwater and surface 
water. 

The majority of the small cornmercial and multifamily sewage disposal systems jn 
the Lus Angeles Region do not currently have Waste Discharge Requirements, 
nor do they have corresponding Monitoring and Reporting Programs. Small 
commercial and multifamily sewage disposal systems (septic systems, for 
example) typically provide only4primary treatment to wastewater before it i s  
discharged to groundwater through a seepage pit or leachfiefd disposal system. 
The effluent from these systems is not monitored, and, as a result, the effluent 
quality is generally not known. 

These general Waste Discharge Requirements (for the discharge of commercjal 
and residential wastes to small commercial and mu1 t i fad l  y sewage disposal 
systems), would benefit the public, the staff and the Regional B o ~ d  by 
accelerating the review process without loss of regulatory jurisdiction and 
oversight. 

I 

A11 requirements contained in this Order, as they are met, will be in  conformnace , 
with the goals of the Basin Plan. 

I 15. These general Waste Discharge Requirements are not intended to alter or 
supersede existing restrjctions or conditions imposed by other government 
agencies on the project. 

3 

I 



4 . General Wasa ~ i s c h a r ~ e  ~e~dirernenfs . OrderNo.01-031 
Small Commercial and Mu1 ti family Residential . . . . . . 

Subsurface Sewage Djsposal Systems . 
. . I ! 

I 

! j 
16. ' Dischargers seeking coverage under these general WDRs shall file: (1) standard I 

, . application for WDRs (Report of Waste Discharge), a Fort% 200, or ari equivalent , . . , 

document; and (2) a first .annual .Fee of $200 (co&sponding to .the appmpriate . . . '  . 
I 

. '  Threat to Water.Quality and Complexity of 3(C) in the fee schedule listed in I 

. section 2200 of title 23, Califon~ia Code of Regulations (CCR)). In addition to . , . . j 
infomation,requiied by Form 200 and the RoWD, ihk  application must include:: i . .  . 

(a) A list of all property owners, including current 
mailjng addresses, within 1,500 feet of the'adjacent 
parcels owned by the same applicant, or contiguous 
to the property line (rural) and 500 feet of the 
property line (urban); 

(b) ~ocurnenintion [hat Discharger has nolified all property owners 
jdentified in  (a) above, of their intent to seek enrollment under the 
general WDRs and that a11 property owners identified in (a) above 
shall have 30 clays to provide comments, in writing, to the 
Regional Board Executive Officer. 

(c) Documentation that ,the local lead agency has 
satisfied the requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (Chapter 3, Division 13, 
Public Resources Code); and 

(d) An acceptable hydrogeologic report or a statement 
to waive a hydrogeologic report. 

Upon review by the Executive Officer, a determination will be made as to 
whether or not cbverage under these general WDRs is appropriate. A letter from 
the Regional Board's Executive Officer shall notify the discharger when coverage 
under these general WDRs has'begun. - 

18. Although a discharge may be eligible for coverage under this general WRR, the 
Executive Officer may determine that the discharge would be better regulated 
under an individual WDR, under another general i l R ,  or under a National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit for discharges to 
surface waters. If a discharge is located in an environmentally sensitive area or , 
within 100 feet of any stream, channel, or other watercourse or wat&body, or in I 

an ares where groundwater is less than 20 feet below grade, the Executive Officer 
must, within 120 days after submission of a complete R o w ,  consider if an 
individual bermit is necessary in lieu of the general WDRs and is more 
appropriate in the interest of water quality. If a discharge is regulated under an 
individual or general WDR, or a wai+er, or under an NPDES pennit, &he 



General Waste Discharge Requirements 
Small Commercial and Mu1 ti family Residential 
Subsurface Sewage Disposal Systems 

Order No. 01-031 

. . 

' applicability of this general WDR to the discharge is immediately terminated on 
the effective date of the WDR. 

I 

19. This general WDR is intended to cover both new and existing small clomestic 
' 

systems. The adoption of WDRs for existing small domestic systems is exempt 
from the California Environmental QuaIity Act (CEQA) under CCR, Title 14, 

I 
Section 15261 or Section I5301 as ongoing or existing projects. 

The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) has adopted a Mitigated 
Ncgatjve Declaration in compliance with CEQA for new small domestic systems 

.in connectio~~ with the adoption of Order No. 97-10 DWQ. The potentjul ' 

significant environmental impacts from discharges from new small wastewater 
treatment systems can be mitigated to a level of insignificance by compliance 
with this Order. 

pursuant to Section 13263 of the CWC, the Regional Board, in establishing the 
requirements contained hercin, considered factors including, but not limited to, 
the following: 

I (a) Past, present, and probable future beneficial useseof water; 

(b) ' ~nvjronment~l '  char~cteristics of , the .hydrographic unit under 
consideration idcluding the quality of water available thereto; . !  

. . . :  

(9) water' conditions. that dould ..reasonably be, achieved ' !  ! 
. . through the coordinated control of all factors which affect. water .: 

i 
i . quality in the .area; . . . , 

! 
, ' . I  

! 
! (d) Economic . . .  considerations; . . ' ' 

. . . . . . 

,(e) The need for developing housing within the Region; and 

( f )  The need to devdop.and use recycled water. 
! 

22. 'These WDRs are exempt from chapter 15 requirements pursuant to CCR, title 23, 
chapter I$, section 251 ].(a), 

23. This Order does not preempt' or supersede the authority of municipalities, flood 
.control agencies, or other local agencies to prohibit, restrict, or control discharges 
of waste subject to. their jurisdiction. 

The Regional Board has notified interested agencies and persons of its intent to proscribe 
Waste Discharge Requirements as described ih this Order, and has provided them with an 
.opportunity to submit their written views and recommendations for the tentative 
requirements. 
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Genera! Waste Discharge Requirements - Order No. 01-031 , 

Small Commercial and Multifamily Residential 
Subsurface Sewage Disposal Systems 

The Regional Board,.in a public meeting, heard and considered all comments pertaining 
to the djschargers to be regulated under this Order and to the tentative requirements, 

I 
IT  IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: in order to meet the provisions contained in Division 7 of 
the CWC and regulations adopted [hereunder, dischargers of small commercial and multifamily 
sewage disposal systems, with a maximum average daily f l ~ w  not to exceed 20,000 gallons, that I 

i 

discharge to land and meet all conditions of applicability, shall comply with the following: 
. . .  

A. ELIGIBILITY: 
. . 

, 1 .  . ~ x ' i s t i n ~  and future discharges of treated washewater to subsurface sewage 
disposal systems. 

. . , I  :. . , 

.. 2. To be covered under this Order, discharges must meet the following criteria: 

a. Pollutant concentrations in the discharge shall not cause nor contribute to 
I 

violation of any applicable water quality objective for the receiving 
waters, including discharge prohibitjons: I 

b. The, discharge shall not cause nor contribute to acute or chronic toxicity i n  . 
receiving waters: and 

c. The discharge shall pass through an  appropriate treatment system to meet 
the requirements of the Order. 

1 

3. For the purpose of renewal of existing individual permits with this general permit, 
provided that all the conditions of this general permit are met, renewal is effective 
upon issuance of a notification by the Executive Officer and issuance of a new 
monitoring program. 

4. When m individual permit with more specific requirekents i s  issued to a 
discharger, the applicability of 'this Order to that dischai.ge-r is automatically I 

terminated on the effective date of the individua1:pennit. 
/ 

B+ AUTHOFXZATION: ' 

1. To be authorized under this Order, the discharger must submit, tb the Regional 
. Board, a fieport of Waste Discharge and a completed Form 200. Upon receipt of 
the application, the Executive Officer shall.determine the applicability of Order to 
such a discharge. If the discharge is eligible, the Executive Officer shall notify I 

the discharger that the discharge .is authorized under the terms and conditions o f  
this Order and prescribe an appropriate monitoring and reporting program, f i r  



General Waste Discharge Requirements 
Small Commercjal and Multifamily Residential 
Subsurface Sewage Disposal Systems 

new discharges, the discharge sllall not commence until receipt of the Executive 
Officer's written determination. 

. . 
C.  ' RESPONSIBILITY: . . 

1. For existing small commercial and multifamily sewage disposal systems, an entity 
or agency (hereinafter called the Disch strger) must accept permanent 
responsibility for the Waste Discharge Requirements and the Monitoring and 
Reporting Program for the small commercial and multifamily sewage disposal 
systems. In the case of a cornmexcjal development, this entity or agency must be 
the property owner, In the case of a multifamily residential development, this 
entity or agency must be the homeowners' association, the condomjnirlm owners' 
associtltion, or the property owner. The Discharger must conlply wjth all 
conditions of these Waste Discharge Requirements. 

2. For future commercial or rnultjfarnily residential developments, the applicant 
(Developer) is responsible for compliance with this Order up to the time that a 
written agreement between the applicant and the Discharger becomes effective. 
The applicant shall provide a copy of the transfer agreement to the ~ e ~ i o n i l  
Board 30 days before its effective date. Viointions may result it) enforcement 
actions, including Regional Board Order or court orders, requiring corrective 
action or imposing civil monetary liability, or in modification or revocation of 
Waste Discharge Requirements by the Regional Board. 

3. The Discharger must notify the Executive Officer, in writing, at least 30 days in 
advance of any proposed transfer of this Order's responsibiljty and coverage to a 

' new Discharger. The notice must include a ,  writfen agreement between the 
existing and new Discharger containing a specific date for the transfer of 
responsibility under this Order and campliance between the current Discharger 

I and the new Discharger. Such agreement shall include an acknowledgment that 
the existing Discharger is liable for violations up to the transfer date and that the 
new Discharger is liable on and after the transfer date (CWC section 13267 and 
1 3263). 

1. Wastes discharged info the wastewater treatment and disposal system shall be ' 
I( 

limited to commercial and multifamily residential wastewater only; no indusvial 
wastes' shall be discharged into the septic system. 

2. The maximum daily flow of influent from the collection system shall not exceed 
20,000 gallons per day. This flow limitation also applies to effluent discharged to 
the disposal system (seepage pi tsneachfields). 

For the purposes of this General WDR, industrial wastesxre defined as any unwanted materials from an 
indbstrial operation. 



General Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. 01 -03 1 
Small Commercial and,Multifamily Residential \ 

Subsurface Sewage Disposal Systems 

E. RECEIVING WATER LIMITATIONS: . . 
. . 

1. Receiving water, for the purpose of the general WDRs, shall be defined as 
groundwater at a point no greater than fjfty (50) feet hydraulically downgradient 
of the furthermost extent of the disposal area, or the property line of the 
Discharger, whichever is less. Compliance with receiving water limitations shall 
be determined using a minimum of three (3) appropriately located groundwater 
rnonjtoring wells. The number, location and construction details of all monito~ng 
wells are subject to approval of the Executive Officer. Disposal systems in close 
proximity to each other may, in order to reduce rnoniWring costs and complexity, 
and at the Executive Officers discretion, propose a joint receiving watel. 
monitoring program, 

2. The pH in the receiving water shall at all times be between 6,s to 8.5 p23 units. 

3. The receiving water shall not contain constituents in excess of the following 
limits: 

Constituent 
. TDS. 

Sulfate 
Chloride 
Boron 
Total Nitrogen (b) 
Nitrate-n j trogen (b) 
Ni trite-ni trogen (b) ' 
Total Coli fom 
Fecal Coli form ' 
Enterococcus 

~ a x i n m m  
(4 
(a) 
(a) . . . 

(a) .'.: 

10 
10, . .  

.. . 1  
<l,~(c>'  
<l.l(c) 
<l.lfc) 

(a) Limits shall be based on the groundwater basin objectives and/or beneficial uses listed in 
Attachment A, In the letter of determination the Executive Officer shall indicate the Basin 
Plan limitations in Attachments A and B that are applicable to the particular discharge. 

(b) Total nitrogen incIudes ammonia-n, organic nitrogen, nitrite-n and nitrate-n, 
(c) Prior to disposal in areas of shallow groundwater and'coastal regions where aminimum of ten 

(10) feet of vertical separation cannot be maintained between the bottom of the disposal 
system and the historic high or anticipated high groundwater level and only in areas where the 

. Executive Officer has determjned that wastes will not deleierioudy affect an aquifer that is . 
suitable for domestic purposes, effluent shall be. disinfected to levels consistent with the 
benefjcial uses of groundwater and the nearest surface water body. 

4. Wastewater discharged to the seepage pitsfleachfields shall not result in 
concentratjons of salts, heavy metals, or organic poIlutants from being present in 
the receiving water at levels that would impact the designated beneficial uses of 
groundwater or, in the event that boundwater is in hydraulic connection with 
surface waters, the designated beneficial uses of surface water. 



General Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. 0 1-031 
Small Commercial and Multifamily Residential , 
Subsurface Sewage Disposal Systems . 

. . 5. The diSposal of wastes shall nut impart tastes, odors, coloi, foaming, or other 
objectionable charact'erisdcs to the receiving water, ' 

6.' Any wastes !hit do not meet the fbregoing requirements shall be held in 
impervious containers and discharged at a legal point of disposal. 

1. Any additional hookups to the small commercia~ and multifamily sewage disposal 
systems systcm without prior wsi tten approval from the Regional Board Executive 
Officer are prbhibited, 

2. The surfclcing or overflow of sewage from the wastewater treatment and disposal. 
system at any tjme and at any locatjon and the direct or indirect discharge of 
wastes to waters of the State (jncluding storm drains, groundwater cr surface I 

water drainage courses) is prohibited, 

3. Installation or construction of any pan of the small commercial and multifamily 
sewage disposal systems within 150 feet of any water well is prohibited. 

' 4, New jnstallation or construction, from and after the effective date of this Order, of 
'any part of the small commercjal and multifamily sewage disposal system within 
100 feet of any stream, channel, or other watercourse, or water body, is ' 

prohibited. 

No part of the wastewater treatment and disposal system shall extend to a depth 
where wastes may deleferjousIy affect an aquifer that is usable for domestic 
purposes. In no case may the seepage pit or leach field'extencl to within 10 feet of 
the zone of historic or anticipated high ground water level. The Discharger must 
submit certification that the seepage pits or leach fields meet this requirement: In 
areas of shallow groundwater and coastal areas where a minimum of 10 feet of 
vertical separati,on between the bottom of the disposal system and the historic ox 
anticipated high ground water level cannot be maintained and the Executive 
Officer has determined that wastes will not deleteriously affect an aquifer that is 
usable for domestic purposes, the Executive Officer may, at his discretion, allow 
the installation and operation of a wastewater treatment and disposal system, 
provided that the effluent receives additional treatment to include, at a minimum, 
disinfection to limits specified in  Section E. 

- 6. Under no circumstances shdl there be a groundwater separation of less than five 
I 

feet. 
. . 

7. The disposal of .wastes in geologicall) unstrible areas or so as to cause earth. 
, 

. movement is prohibited. . ' 

. .4 1 
. I 

9 .  . I  
. . 1 '  1 

, . 
i 



General Waste Discharge Requirements 
Small Commercial and Mu1 tifamily Resjden tial a 

Subsurface Sewage Disposal Systems 

8. The onsite disposal of sludge is prohibited. 

9. Any offsite disposal of sewage or sludge other than to a legal point of disposal is 
prohibited. For purposes of this Order, a legal disposal site is one for whjch 
requirements have been established by a Regional Water Quality Control Board, 
and which is in full compliance therewith, Any sewage or slydge handling shall 
be in such a manner as to prevent its reaching surface water or watercourses. 

10. The discharge of wastes col~taining any substance in concentration toxic to 
humw, animal, plant, or aquatic life is prohibited. ' 

11.  ass or overflow of treated or untreated waste is prohibited. 

12. The discharge of waste to land' not owned or controlled by the Discharger is 
prohibi led. 

13. The discharge of wastes from small domestjc systems which is not authorized by 
this general WDR or other Order or waiver by the Regional Board is prohibited. 

RZ QUIREMENTS: 

The sj ting, design, construction, operation, maintenance and monitoring of all 
wastewater treatment and disposal systems covered by these WDRs must comply 
with all of the applicable provisions of the Basin Plan. 

. I 

I 

The wastewater treatment and disposal systems shall be protected from damage , .  
by storm flows or runoff generated by a 100-year siorm. Adequate facilities shall 
be provided to divert sukace and storm water away from the wastewater treatment 
plant, seepage pits, and areas where any potential pollutants are stored. 

The discharger shdl not discharge waste in excess of the maximum design and 
disposal capacity of the small domestic system. 

Odors of sewage origin shall not be detectable. 

Seitic tank cleanings shall be performed only by a duly authorized service. 

The discharger shall maintain logs of all septjc tank cleanings fur a period of no 
less than five years. At a minimum the Jogs shall include the date of the cleaning, 
and the name, address, phone number, and license number (if applicable) of the 
cleaner. 

' ,  /. 

7. Dischargers who accept wa~tes from RVs or other mobile waste systems must ,! 

ensure that such wastes (with constituents incluGing, but not limited. to, . 
. . 

. . 

10 ' 

, . . . 

. . ., . 
1' , 



General Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. 0 1-03 1 
Small Commercial and Multifamily Residential 
Subsurface Sewage Disposal systems 

formaldehyde, zinc, and phenol) do not deleteriously affect the septic system or 
impact the ground.water, . . 

I 

8. The discharger shall ensure that the contents of the treatment systems are disposed 
of in accordance with all applicable laws and ordinances. 

9. The subsurface wastewater disposal system(s) shall be maintained so that at no 
time will sewage surface at any location. 

10. No part of the disposal system(s) shall extend to a depth where waste may pollute 
groundwater. 

11. A ,monitoring program for groundwater shall be" est!ibljshed to deteimine i f . .  
: discharges from the disposal system have impacted or are'impacting water 

. .  . quality. 
).-' 

. .. 

1- The discharger must comply with all conditions- of these waste discharge 
( rcquirements. A responsible party has been designated in the Order for this 

project, and is legally bound to maintain the monitoring program and permit. 
Violations may result in enforcement actions including Regional Board orders or 
court orders requiring corrective action or imposing civil monetary liability, or in 
modification or revocation of these waste discharge requirements by the Regional 
Board (CWC section 13261,13263,13265, 13268,13300,13301,13304,13340, 
13350). 

2. Neither the treatment nor the discharge of waste shall create a condition of 
pollution, c6ntamination 'or nuisance, as defined by section 33050 of the CWC 
(H&SC section 541 1, CWC section 13263). ) 

3. This Order does not relieve the discharger from responsibility to obtain other 
necessary local, State, and Federal pennits to construct facilities necessary for 
compliance with this Order, nor does this Order prevent imposition of additional I, 

. . standards, requirements, or conditions by any other regulatory agency. 
I 

4. The discharger shall immediately remove any wastes that are disch2rged at the 
I 

1 . '  

site regulated by this Order jn violation of these requirements, 
j 

5. ' Within six months after a community wastewater collection (sewer), system 
becomes available, each commercial and multifamily residential dcveIopment 

, shall connect to the community sewer system and properly cl&e the septic 
system(s). 7 

6. A copy of tbese waste discharge requir&nents shell be maintained st the discharge 
' 

'. j 
facility and be available at all timesto operating personnel (CWC section 13263). . . 
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I 

7. The Discharger shalI maintain, for inspection by Regional Board staff, ihe as-built . I 
' 

construction and . operation details of the wastewater treatment and disposal 
system. 

8.0 In an enforcement action, it  shall not be a defense for the Discharger that it would 
have been necessary to halt or to reduce the permitted-activity in order to maintajn 
compljmce with this Order. Upon reduction, loss, of failure of the septic system,' 
the Discharger shall, to the extent necessary to maintain compliance with this 
Order, control all discharges until the system is restored or an alternative method 
of treatment is provided. 

9. The Discharger is responsible for the actions of all tenants and employees of the 
regulated facility with regards to compliance with this Order and should develop 
and provide them with a pollution prevention plan in order to minimize pollutant 
discharges to the wastewater treatment and dispodal system. The pollution 
prevention plan'sho111d include the folIowing topics: 

I .  
I 

(a) Proper disposal of materials handled at the regulated facility; 

(b) Methods to wash tools and other objects so that no contaminants 
m introduced into the septic system; and \ 

(c) Methods to wash hands so that no contaminants are introduced into 
the septic system. 

I 

10, A spill' response plan shall be developed and kept on site by the Discharger. The 
spill response plan shall detail all appropriate actions to be taken jn order to i 
protect human health and the environment in case of any s s l l  related to the . 

operation of the treatment and disposal system. 

11. The Discharger shall provide safeguards to the wastewater treatment and disposal 
system in a manner such that, in the event of an electric power failure, the 
Discharger shall comply with the terms and conditions of i ts Order. I 

I 

12. New small commercial and multifamily sewage disposal systems shall reserve 
sufficient land area for possible - future 100 percent replacernenr of the subsurface 
disposal area until such time as the discharger's facility is connected to a 
municipal sewerage system. 

13. Where the discharger becomes a w m  that it failed to submit any relevant facts in 
a Report of Waste Discharge or submitted incorrect infomiation in a Report o f  
Waste Discharge or in any report to the Regi~nal Board, it shall promptly submit 
such facts or  information (CWC sections 13260 and 13267). 
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14. The filing of a request by the discharger for an order modifilcation, revocation and ' 

issuance, or termination, or a notification of planned changes or anticjpated 
noncompliance does not stay any condition of this Order. 

, 15. The discharger shall furnish, within a reasonable time, any information the 
Regional Board or the SWRCB may request to detepine whether cause exists for 
modifying, revoking and reissuing, or t e ~ i n a t i n g  the discharger's coverage under 
this Order. The Discharger shall also furnish to [he ~ e ~ i o n a l  Board or the 
SWRCB, upon request, copies of records required to be kept by this Order. 

6 .  Prior to any modifications in the discharger's facility which would result in a 
materia1 change in the quality or quantity of wastewater treated or discharged, or. 
any material change in the location of discharge, the discharger shall repon all 
pertinent information in writing to the RWQCB and obtain confirmation that such 
modjfications do not disqualify the djschargcr from coverage under these general 
WlSRs, Either confjlmation or new WDRs must be obta'ined before any 
modifications are implemented. 

17. After notice and opportunity for a heatjng, coverage'of an individual discharge 
under this Order may be terminated or modified for cause, including but not 
limited to the following: 

(a) Violation of any term or condition contained jn this Order; , 

(b) Obtaining thjs Order by misrepresentation or failure to disclosc all 
relevant facts; or 

J 

(c) A change in any condition that requires either a temporary or 
permanent reduction or elimination of the authorized discharge. 

18. These waste discharge requirements are subject to review and revision by the 
Regional Board (CCR section 13263). 

I 19. These waste discharge requirements contained in this Order will remain in effect 
for a period of ten (10) years after receipt of the Regional Board Executive 
Officer's written determination of applicability. Should the Discharger wish to 
continue discharging to groundwater under the terms and conditions contained in 
this Order for a period of time in excess of ten (10) years, the Discharger must file 

i an updated Report of Waste Discharge with this Regional Board, no later than 120 
days in advance of the expiration date of the 0rder;for consideration of issuance 
of new or revised waste discharge requirements. Any discharge of waste ten (10) 
years after the date of enrollment, without obtaining new Waste Discharge 
Requjrements from thc Regional Board is a violation of provisions of CWC 
section 13264. The Regional Board is authorized to take appropriate enforcement 
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action for any noncompliance with this provision including assessment of 
penalties. 

20. This Order does not convey any property rights of any. sort or any exclusive ' 

privileges. The requirements prescribed herejn do not authodze the  commissjon 
of any act causing injury to persons or property, do not protect the discharger 

\, 

from his liability under Federal, State or local laws, nor do they create a vested 
right for the discharger to continue the waste discharge (CWC section 13263(g)). 

21. Provjsjons of these waste dischargk requirements are severable. If any provision 
of these requiren~ents are found invalid, the remainder of these requirements shall 
not be affected (CWC section 921). 

22, The discharger shall, at all times, properly operate and maintain all facjJjties and 
systems of treatment and control (and related appu~-tenances) which are installed 
or used by the discharger to achieve compliance with conditions of this Order. 
Proper operation and maintenance includes effluent performance, adequate 

I funding, adequate operator staffing and trainjng, and adequate laboratory and 
process controls including appropriate qualjty assurance procedures. This 
provision requires the operation of backup or auxi h r y  facilities or similar 
systems only when necessary to achieve compliance with the conditions of this 
Order (CWC section 13263(f)). 

. 
23. All regulated disposal systems shdl be readily accessible for sampling and 

in'spection. 

24. The discharger shaIl allow the Regional Board, or an authorized representative 
upon the presentation of credentials and other documents as may be required by I 

law, ~ o :  

(a) Enter upon the discharger's premises where a regulated facility or 
J activity is located or conducted, or where records must be kept 

under the conditions of this Order; 

(b) Wave access to and copy, at reasonable times, any records that 
must be kept under the conditions of this Order; 

(c) Inspect at reasonable times any facilities, equipment (including 
monitoring and control equipment), practices, or operations 

I regulated or required under this Order; and 

. ., (d)' Sample or monitor at reasonable times, for the purposes of 
assuring compliance with this Order, or as otherwise authorized by 
the California Water Code, any substances or parameters at any 
location (CWC section 13267). 
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25. The discharger shall furnish, under penalty of perjury, technical monitoring 1 
program reports; such reports shall be submitted in accordance with specifications 

' prepared by the Executive Officer, which specifications are subject to periodic 1 
revisions as may be warranted (CWC section 13267). 

11 I 

26. - All monitoring instruments and devices used by the discharger to fillfill the 
I 

I 

prescribed monitoring program shall be properly haintained and caljbra~ecl as 
necessary to ensure their continued accuracy. All flow measurement devices shall 

I 

be calibrated at least once per year, or more frequently, to ensure continued 
accuracy of  the devices, Annually, the discharger shall submit to the Executive , 

Officer a written statement, signed by a registered professional engineer, 
certifying that. all flow measurement devices have been calibrated and will reliably 

r achieve the accuracy required. 
I 

27. In an enforcement action, it shall not be a defcnsc for the discharger that i t  would 
have been necessary to halt or to reduce the permitted activity in  order to maintain 
compliance with this Order. Upon reduction, loss, or failure of the treatment 

. facility, the discharger shall, to the extent necessary to majntain compliarlce with ' 

this Order, control production or all discharges, or both, until the facility is 
restored or an alternative method of treatment is provided. This provision applies, 
for example, when the primary source of power of the treatment facility fails, is 
reduced, or is lost (CWC section 132630). 

28. The discharger shall report any noncompljance which may endanger health or the 
environment. Any such information shall be provided verbally to the Executive 
Officer within 24 hours from the time the discharger bccomes aware of the 
circumstances. A written submission shall also be provided within five days of the 
time that the discharger becomes aware of the circumstances. The written 
submission shall contain a description of the noncompliance and its cause; the 
period of noncompliance, including exact dates and times, and if the 
noncompliance has not been corrected; the anticipated time i t  i s  expected to 

, continue, steps taken or planned to reduce, eliminate, and prevent recurrence of  
5 

the noncompliance, whether the spill response plan was implemented and an 
)I 

. . initial assessment of the noncompliance on human health and the environment. 
The Executive officer, or an authorized representative, may waive the written 
report on a case-by-case basis if the oral report has been received within 24 hours. 
Tbe following occurrence(s) must be reported to the Executive Officer within 24 

' hours: 

Any bypass from any poriion of the wastewater treatment system;' 

Any discharge of treated or untreated wastewater resuiting fro? 
sewer line breaks, obstruction, surcharge or any other 
circumstances; and 

Any wastewater treatment system upset -which causes any 
Iimitation in this Order to be exceeded (CWC sections 13263 and 
132673). 
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29. The discharger shall retain records. of all monitoring information including all I 

I 
calibration and maintenance records, all original strip chart recordings for I 

continuous monitorjng instrumentation, copies of all reports required by this 1 Order, and records of all data used to complete the appfication for this Order, I 
I 

Records shall be maintained for a minimum of lhree years from the date of the 
sample, measurement, report, or application. This period may be extended during I 

the course of any unresolved litigation regarding this discharge or when requested I 

by the Regional Board Executive Officer. 

Records of monitoring information shall include: , 

(a) The date, exact place, and time of sampling or measurements; 
. . . . . . .  

I .  

, (b) The individuaj(s) who performed t h  sampling or measurements;, 
. . 

. rn 

(c) The date($) analyses were performed; 
I 

(d) The jndividual(s) who performed the analyses; 

(e) The analytical techniques or method used; and 

(f) The results of such analyses. 

30. All application reports or. infonnation to be submitted to' the Executive Officer 
shall be signed and certified-as follows: 

(a) For o corporation -- by a executive officer or at least the 
levd of vice-president; ' 

(b) . For a partnership or sole proprietorship -- by a general partner or 
the proprietor, respectively; and 

(c) For a municipality, State, Federal, or other public agency --. by 
either a principal executive officer or'ranking elected official. 

31. A duly authorized representative of the designated above may sign 
I 

documents if: 
1 

(a) The person described above makes the authorization in writing 
described above; ' 

(b) The authorization specifies an individual or person having 
responsibility for the overall operation of the regulated disposal ' ,  
system; and 



(c) The written authorization.is submitted to the Executive Officer. 
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These records and reports are public documents and shall be made available for 
inspection during normal business hours at the office of the California Regional Water 
Qualjty Control Board, Lo$ Angeles Region. 

J 

I. IVIONITORING AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS: . 
The Executive Officer is hereby authorized to use his or her discretion to prescrjbe a 
Monitorjng and Reporting Program for each aurhorjzed discharger. The program rncty 
include participation .of the Discharger jn a regional monitoring program. 

I 

Monitorjng: . 

I .  The Discharger shall establish a groundwater monitoring program so that the 
I 

groundwater downgradient from discharge areas can be measured, sampled, and 
analyzed to deterrnine if discharges from the disposal system impact water 

I 

quality. In addition, the Discharger must compIete a study to determine the 
degrcc of the hydraulic conncctjon between the disposal system and surface water I 

should the treatment and disposal system be located within 500 feet of a surface 
water body, or at the discretion of the Executive Officer. 

2, Should monitoring data indicate impacts to groundwater or surface water, the 
Discharger shall submit, within 90 days after determination of the problem, plans 
for measures that will be taken, or have been taken, to mitigate any Iong-tern 
effects that result from the subsurEace cfisp~sal of wastes. Any water quality 
impact to surface and groundwater such as, but not limited to, risks to human 
health from pathogens, and accelerated eutrophication of surface .waters from 
nutrients in wastewater shall be reported. I 

, Reporting: , 

1. The Monitoring and Reporting program may require submittal of monthly, 
quarterly, or annual monitoring reports, among others, to the ~egionai  Board, 
Monthly monitoring reports shall be submitted iu the Regional Board by the 15th 
day of the following month. Quarterly reports shall be submitted by January 15, 
~ p r i l  15, July 15, and October 15 of each year. Annual reports shall be submitted 
by January 30 of the following year 

2. The annual monitoring report shaU contain both tabular and graphical summaiies 
of the monitoring data obtained during the previous year. In addition, the 
Discharger shall discuss the compliance record and the corrective actions taken or 
planned that may be needed to bring the discharge into full compliance with the .  
general WDRs. 
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'I 

-.. j! 
3. . . IA reporting the monitoring data, the discharger 'shall arrange the data in tabular 

1 I' 

form So that the date, the constituents, and, the concentrations are readily . . . .  ' jl jl 
, discernible. The data shall be summarized in such a manner to illustrate c~earl~ 

'I 
!! 

whether. the discharge complies with WDRs. The average daily flow shall be. , . , i  1; 
. . calcuiated using the arithmetic mean of the monthly values obtained ~hro'u~hout ' fi ii 

$1 

the reporting period, , . , 
, . . 1, I 

I 

. . . .4. The results of any monitoring done more frequently thak required at thelocation , , :I 

and/or times specified i n  the Monitoring and Reporting Program shall be reported' ' 
. .. 

: j 

1 .  . to the l?egional Board. The results of such monitoring shall be included in the .. . , . 1 

calculation and reporting of the values required in the discharge monitoring report ' ,, . 
i' 

. .. 
form. Such increased frequency shall be indicated on the discharge' rnonitorjng . : 

I ' . !  

I 
5. Summaries ,of all performed maintenance and inspection activities and nll 

instances of noncompliance wjth the WDRs shall be reported with the monitoring 
reports as required. 

i 

6 .  The discharger shall implement the above monitoring program on the first day of 
the month following the effective datc of coverage under these general WDRs. 

I. Dennis A. Dickerson, Executive Officer, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, 
true and correct copy of an Order adopted by the ~alifomia' Regional Water Quality 

' 

I Control Board, Los Angeles ~ e g h  on February 22,2001. 

Dennis A. Dickerson 
Bxequtive ,Officer. . . 
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Table 3-10. Water Qualify Objectives for Selected Constituents in Regional Ground  water^'   con^) 
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STANDARD PROVISIONS 
APPLICABLE TO WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS 

1. DUTY TO COMPLY 

The discharger must comply with all conditions of these waste discharge requirements. 
A responsible party has been designated in the Order for this project, and is legally 
bound to maintain the monitoring program and permit. Violations may result in 
enforcement actions, including Regional Board orders or court orders requiring 
corrective action or imposing civil monetary liability, or in modification or revocation of 
these waste discharge requirements by the Regional Board. [CWC Section 13261, 
13263, 13265, 13268,13300,13301,13304,13340,13350] 

GENERAL PROHIBITION 

Neither the treatment nor the discharge of waste shall create a pollution, contamination or 
nuisance, as defined by Section 13050 of the California Water Code (CWC). [H&SC 
Section 541 1, CWC Section -1 32631 

3. AVAILABILITY 

A copy of these waste discharge requirements shall be maintained at the discharge 
facility and be available at all times to operating personnel. [CWC Section 132631 

4. CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP 

The discharger must notify the Executive Officer, in writing at least 30 days in advance 
of any proposed transfer of this Order's responsibility and coverage to a new discharger 
containing a specific date for the transfer of this Order's responsibility and coverage 
between the current discharger and the new discharger. This agreement shall include 
an acknowledgement that the existing discharger is liable for violations up to the transfer 
date and that the new discharger is liable from the transfer date on. [CWC Sections 
13267 and 132631 

5. CHANGE IN DISCHARGE 

In the event of a material change in the character, location, or volume of a discharge, the 
discharger shall file with this Regional Board a new Report of Waste Discharge. [CWC 
Section 13260(c)]. A material change includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

(a) Addition of a major industrial waste discharge to a discharge of essentially 
domestic sewage, or the addition of a new process or product by an industrial 
facility resulting in a change in the character of the Waste. 

November 7, 1990 
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Standard Provisions Applicable to 
Waste Discharge Requirements 

(b) Significant change in disposal method, e.g., change from a land disposal to a 
direct discharge tof water, or change in the method of treatment which would 
significantly alter the characteristics of the waste. 

(c) Significant change in the disposal area, e.g., moving the discharge to another 
drainage area, to a different water body, or to a disposal area significantly 
removed from the original area potentially causing different water quality or 
nuisance problems. 

(d) lncrease in flow beyond that specified in the waste discharge requirements. 

(e) lncrease in the area or depth to be used for solid waste disposal beyond that 
specified in the waste discharge requirements. [CCR Title 23 Section 221 01 

6. REVISION 

These waste discharge requirements are subject to review and revision by the Regional 
Board. [CCR Section 132631 

7. TERMINATION 

Where the discharger becomes aware that it failed to submit any relevant facts in a 
Report of Waste Discharge or submitted incorrect information in a Report of Waste 
Discharge or in any report to the Regional Board, it shall promptly submit such facts or 
information. [CWC Sections 13260 and 132671 

. 8. VESTED RIGHTS 

This Order does not convey any property rights of any sort or any exclusive privileges. 
The requirements prescribed herein do not authorize the commission of any act causing 
injury to persons or property, do not protect the discharger'from his liability under 
Federal, State or local laws, nor do they create a vested right for the discharger to 
continue the waste discharge. [CWC Section 13263(g)] 

Provisions of these waste discharge requirements are severable. If any provision of 
these requirements are found invalid, the remainder of the requirements shall not be 
affected. [CWC Section 9211 



Standard Provisions Applicable to 
Waste Discharge Requirements 

10. . OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 

The discharger shall, at all times, properly operate and maintain all facilities and systems 
of treatment and control (and related appurtenances) which are installed or used by the 
discharger to achieve compliance with conditions of this Order. Proper operation and 
maintenance includes effective performance, adequate funding, adequate operator 
staffing and training, and adequate laboratory and process controls including appropriate 
quality assurance procedures. This provision requires the operation of backup or 
auxiliary facilities or similar systems only when necessary to achieve compliance with 
the conditions of this Order. [CWC Section 13263(f)] 

11. HAZARDOUS RELEASES 

Except for a discharge which is in compliance with these waste discharge requirements, 
any person who, without regard to intent or negligence, causes or permits any 
hazardous substance or sewage to be discharged in or on any waters of the State, or 
discharged or deposited where it is, or probably will be, discharged in or on any waters 
of the State, shall, as soon as (a) that person has knowledge of the discharge, (b) 
notification is possible, and (c) notification can be provided without substantially 
impeding cleanup or other emergency measures, immediately notify the Office of 
Emergency Services of the discharge in accordance with the spill reporting provision of 
the State toxic disaster contingency plan adopted pursuant to Article 3.7 (commencing 
with Section 8574.7) of Chapter 7 of Division 1 of Title 2 of the Government Code, and 
immediately notify the State Board or the appropriate Regional Board of the discharge. 
This provision does not require reporting of any discharge of less than a reportable 
quantity as provided for under subdivisions (f) and (g) of Section 13271 of the Water 
Code unless the discharger is in violation of a prohibition in the applicable Water Quality 
Control plan. [CWC Section 1327(a)] 

12. PETROLEUM RELEASES 
. ? 

Except for a discharge which is in compliance with these waste discharge requirements, 
any person who without regard to intent or negligence, causes or permits any oil or 
petroleum product to be discharged in or on any waters of the State, or discharged or 
deposited where it is, or probably will be, discharged in or on any waters of the State, 
shall, as soon as (a) such person has knowledge of the discharge, (b) notification is 
possible, and (c) notification can be provided without substantially impeding cleanup or 
other emergency measures, immediately notify the Office of Emergency Services of the 
discharge in accordance with the spill reporting provision of the State oil spill 
contingency plan adopted pursuant to Article 3.5 (commencing with Section 8574.1) of 
Chapter 7 of Division 1 of Title 2 of the Government Code. This provision does not 
require reporting of any discharge of less than 42 gallons unless the discharge is also 
required to be reported pursuant to Section 31 1 of the Clean Water Act or the discharge 
is in violation of a prohibition in the applicable Water Quality Control Plan. [CWC 
Section 132721 
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Waste Discharge Requirements 

13. ENTRY AND INSPECTION 

The discharger shall allow the ~ e ~ i o n a l  Board, or an authorized representative upon the 
presentation of credentials and other documerits as may be required by law, to: 

(a) Enter upon the discharger's premises where a regulated facility or activity is 
located or conducted, or where records must be kept under the conditions of this 
Order; 

(b) Have access to and copy, at reasonable times, any records that must be kept 
under the conditions of this Order; 

(c) Inspect at reasonable times any facilities, equipment (including monitoring and 
control equipment), practices, or operations regulated or requiied under this 
Order; and ' 

(d) Sample or monitor at reasonable times, for the purposes of assuring compliance 
with this Order, or as otherwise authorized by the California Water Code, any 
substances or parameters at any location. [CWC Section 132671 

14. MONITORING PROGRAM AND DEVICES 

The discharger shall furnish, under penalty of perjury, technical monitoring program 
reports; such reports shall be submitted in accordance with specifications prepared by 
the Executive Officer, which specifications are subject to periodic revisions as may be 
warranted. [CWC Section 132671 

All monitoring instruments and devices used by the discharger to  fulfill the prescribed 
monitoring program shall be properly maintained and calibrated as necessary to ensure 
their continued accuracy. All flow measurement devices shall be calibrated at least once 

. 

per year, or more frequently, to ensure continued accuracy of the devices. Annually, the 
discharger shall submit to the Executive Office a written statement, signed by a 
registered professional engineer, certifying that all flow measurement devices have been 
calibrated and will reliably achieve the accuracy required. 

Unless otherwise permitted by the Regional Board Executive officer, all analyses shall 
be conducted at a laboratory certified for such analyses by the State Department of 
Health Services. The Regional Board Executive Officer may allow use of an uncertified 
laboratory under exceptional circumstances, such as when the closest laboratory to the 
monitoring location is outside the State boundaries and therefore not subject to 
certification. All analyses shall be required to be conducted in accordance with the latest 
edition of "Guidelines Establishing Test Procedures for Analysis of Pollutants" [40CFR 
Part 1361 promulgated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. [CCR Title 23, 
Section 22301 
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15. TREATMENT FAILURE 

In an enforcement action, it shall not be a defense for the discharger that it would have 
been necessary to halt or to reduce the permitted activity in order to maintain 
compliance with this Order. Upon reduction, loss, or failure of the treatment facility, the 
discharger shall, to the extent necessary to maintain compliance with this Order, control 
production or all discharges, or both, until the facility is restored or an alternative method 
of treatment is provided. This provision applies, for example, when the primary source 
of power of the treatment facility fails, is reduced, or is lost. [CWC Section 13263(f)] 

16. DISCHARGE TO NAVIGABLE WATERS 

Any person discharging or proposing to discharge to navigable waters from a point 
source (except for discharge of dredged or fill material subject to .Section 404 fo the' 
Clean Water Act and discharge subject to a general NPDES permit) must file an NPDES 
permit application with the Regional Board. [CCR Title 2 Section 223571 

17. ENDANGERMENT TO HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT 

The discharger shall report any noncompliance which may endanger health or the 
environment. Any such information shall be provided verbally to the Executive Officer 
within 24 hours from the time the discharger becomes aware of the circumstances. A 
written submission shall also be provided within five days of the time the discharger 
becomes aware of the circumstances. The written submission shall contain a 
description of the noncompliance and its cause; the period of noncompliance, including 
exact dates and times, and if the noncompliance has not been corrected; the anticipated 
time it is expected to continue and steps taken or planned to reduce, eliminate, and 
prevent recurrence of the noncompliance. The Executive officer, or an authorized 
representative, may waive the written report on a case-by-case basis if the oral report 
has been received within 24 hours. The following occurrence(s) must be reported to the 
Executive Office within 24 hours: 

(a) Any bypass from any portion of the treatment facility. 

(b) Any discharge of treated or untreated wastewater resulting from sewer line 
breaks, obstruction, surcharge or any other circumstances. 

(c) Any treatment plan upset which causes the effluent limitation of this Order to be 
exceeded. [CWC Sections 13263 and 132671 

18. MAINTENANCE OF RECORDS 

The discharger shall retain records of all monitoring information including all calibration 
and maintenance records, all original strip chart recordings for continuous monitoring 
instrumentation, copies off all reports required by this Order, and record of all data used 
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to complete the application for this Order. Records shall be maintained for a minimum of 
three years from the date of the sample, measurement, report, or application. This 
period may be extended during the course of any unresolved litigation regarding this 
discharge or when requested by the Regional Board Executive Officer. 

Records of monitbring information shall include: 

(a) The date, exact place, and time of sampling or measurement; 

(b) The individual(s) who performed the sampling or measurement; 

(c) The date(s) analyses were performed; 

(d) The individual(s) who performed the analyses; 
. . 

(e) , The analytical techniques or method used; and 

(f) The results of such analyses. 

19. (a) All. application reports or information to be submitted to the Executive Office shall 
be signed and certified as follows: 

(1) For a corporation - by a principal executive officer or at least the level of 
vice president. 

(2)  For a partnership or sole proprietorship - by a general partner or the 
proprietor, respectively. 

(3 )  For a municipality, state, federal, or other public agency - by either a 
principal executive officer or ranking elected official. 

(b) A duly authorized representative of a person designated in paragraph (a) of this 
provision may sign documents if: 

(1) The authorization is made in writing by a person described in paragraph 
(a) of this provision. 

(2) The authorization specifies either. an individual or position having 
responsibility for the overall operation of the regulated facility or activity; 
and 

(3)  The written authorizati'on is submitted to the Executive Officer. 

Any person signing a document under this Section shall make the following 
certification: 
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"I certify under penalty of law that I have personally examined and am 
familiar with the information submitted in this document and all 
attachments and that, based on my inquiry of those individuals 
immediately responsible for obtaining the information, I believe that the 
information is true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are 
significant penalties for submitting false information, including the 
possibility of fine and imprisonment. [CWC Sections 13263, 13267, and 
132681" 

20. OPERATOR CERTIFICATION 

Supervisors and operators of municipal wastewater treatment plants and privately 
owned facilities regulated by the PUC, used in the treatment or reclamation of sewage 
and industrial waste shall possess a certificate of appropriate grade in accordance with 
Title 23, California Code of Regulations Section 3680. State Boards may accept 
experience in lieu of qualification training. In lieu of a properly certified wastewater 
treatment plant operator, the State Board may approve use of a water treatment plan . 
operator of appropriate grade certified by the State Department of Health Services 
where reclamation is involved. 

Each plan shall be operated and maintained in accordance with the operation and 
maintenance manual prepared by the municipality through the Clean Water Grant 
Program [CWC Title 23, Section 2233(d)] 

ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO 
PUBLICLY OWNED TREATEMENT WORKS' ADEQUATE CAPACITY 

21. Whenever a publicly owned wastewater treatment plant will reach capacity within four 
years the discharger shall notify the Regional Board. A copy of,such notification shall be 
sent to appropriate local elected officials, local permitting agencies and the press. The 
discharger must demonstrate that adequate steps are being taken to address the 
capacity problem. The discharger shall submit a technical report to the Regional Board 
showing flow volumes will be prevented from exceeding capacity, or how capacity will be 
increased, within 120 days after providing notification to the Regional Board, or within 
120 days after receipt of notification from the Regional Board, of a finding that the 
treatment plant will reach capacity within four years. The time for filing the required 
technical report may be extended by the Regional Board. An extension of 30 days may 
be granted by the Executive Officer, and longer extensions may be granted by the 
Regional Board itself. [CCR Title 23, Section 22321 
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I. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

A. Descanso Gardens (hereinafter Discharger) shall implement this monitoring 
program on the effective date of this enrollment (April 19, 2012) under the 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board - Los Angeles (Regional Board) 
Order No. 01-031. The first monitoring report under this program, for April - June, 
shall be received at the Regional Board by July 15, 2012. 

Monitoring reports shall be received by the dates in the following schedule: 

Reporting Period Report Due 

January - March April 15 
April - June July 15 
July - September October 15 
October - December January 15 

B. If there is no discharge, during any reporting period, the report shall so state. 
Monitoring reports must be sent to the Regional Board electronically. The 
Discharger shall submit all reports to the State Water Resources Control Board 
GeoTracker database under Global ID WDRI 00001448. 

C. By January 3oth of each year, beginning January 3oth, 2013,. the Discharger shall 
submit an annual summary report to the-Regional Board. The report shall contain 
both tabular and graphical summaries of the monitoring data obtained during the 
previous calendar year. In addition, the Discharger shall discuss the compliance 
record and the corrective actions taken or planned, which may be needed to bring 
the discharge into full compliance with the waste discharge requirements (WDR). 

D. Laboratory analyses - all chemical, bacteriological, and toxicity analyses shall be 
conducted at a laboratory certified for such analyses by the California Department 
of Public Health Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (ELAP). A copy 
of the laboratory certification shall be provided each time a new andlor renewal is 
obtained from ELAP. 

April 19, 2012 



Descanso Gardens Guild 
Monitoring and Reporting Program No. Cl-9718 

File No. 10-097 

E. The method limits (MLs) employed for effluent analyses shall be lower than the 
permit limits established for a given parameter, unless the Discharger can 
demonstrate that a particular ML is not attainable and obtains approval for a higher 
ML from the Executive Officer. At least once a year, the Discharger shall submit a 
list of the analytical methods employed for each test and the associated laboratory 
quality assurance/quality control (QNQC) procedures. 

All QNQC samples must be run on the same dates when samples were actually 
analyzed. The Discharger shall make available for inspection and/or submit the 
QNQC documentation upon request by Regional Board staff. 

Proper chain of custody procedures must be followed and a copy of the chain of 
custody documentation shall be submitted with the report. 

Each monitoring report must affirm in writing that "All analyses were conducted 
at a laboratory certified for such analyses by the California Department of Public 
Health, and in accordance with current United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (USEPA) guideline procedures or as specified in this Monitoring 
Program." Proper chain of custody procedures must be followed and a copy of 
the completed chain of custody form shall be submitted with the report. 

For every'item where the requirements are not met, the Discharger shall submit a 
statement of the cause(s), and actions undertaken or proposed which will bring the 
discharge into full compliance with waste discharge requirements at the earliest 
possible time, including a timetable for implementation of those actions. 

The Discharger shall maintain all sampling and analytical results, including strip 
charts; date; exact place, and time of sampling; dates analyses were performed; 
analyst's name; analytical techniques used; and results of all analyses. 'Such 
records shall be retained for a minimum of three years. This period of retention 
shall be extended during the course of any unresolved litigation regarding this 
discharge, or'when requested by the Regional Board. 

J. In reporting the monitoring data, the Discharger shall arrange the data in tabular 
form so that the date, the constituents, and the concentrations are readily 
discernible. The data shall be summarized to demonstrate compliance with the 
requirements and, where applicable, shall include results of receiving water 
observations. 

K. Any mitigationlremedial activity including any pre-discharge treatment conducted at 
the site must be reported in the quarterly monitoring report. 

L. Each monitoring report shall contain a separate section titled "Summary of Non- 
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Compliance" which discusses the compliance record and the corrective actions 
/ taken or planned that may be needed to bring the discharge into full compliance 

with WDRs. This section shall be located at the front of the report and shall 
clearly list all non-compliance with discharge requirements, as well as all 
excursions of effluent limitations. 

II. . SEPTIC TANK AND DISPOSAL SYSTEM MONITORING REQUIREMENTS 

A. The quarterly reports shall contain the following information: 

1. Average and maximum daily waste flow for each month of the quarter, in 
gallons per day (GPD). 

2. Estimated population served during each month of the reporting period. 

3. Results of at least quarterly observations in the disposal area for any overflow 
or surfacing of wastes. 

4. The maintenance records, including frequency and type of maintenance for the 
septic disposal system, and the person responsible for operation and 
maintenance of the facility. 

B. An effluent sampling station shall be established at a location where a 
representative sample of treated effluent from each treatment system can be 
obtained prior to discharge to the Geoflow fields. The following shall constitute 
the effluent monitoring program: 
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Constituent 

BOD5 20°C 

Total ~ i t r o ~ e n '  

Nitrate Nitrogen 

l ~ o t a l  coliform IMPNII OOmL1 l ~ r a b  I~eek ly~ lMonth ly  I 

Type of 
Sample Units 

Nitrite Nitrogen 

Ammonia Nitrogen 
Organic Nitrogen 

Frequency of 
Analysis 

mg/L. 

mg/L 

mgIL 

above constituents must be analyzed weekly. After the start-up period and the establishment 

mglL 

mg/L 
mg/L 

-- 

Fecal coliform 

Enterococcus 

of system operational performance and effluent limits have been met, the effluent monitoring 
frequency shall be reduced to a monthly interval. If effluent limitations cannot be met, the 
Executive Office may require more frequent monitoring. 

Grab 

Grab 

Grab 

Ill. GROUNDWATER MONITORING PROGRAM 

weekly3/Monthly 

~ e e k l y ~ / M o n t h l ~  

~ e e k l y ~ l ~ o n t h l ~  

Grab 

Grab 
Grab 

MPN/lOOmL: Most Probable Number per 100 milliliter; mg/L: milligrams per liter. 
2 Total Nitrogen includes nitrate-N, nitrite-N, ammonia-N and organic nitrogen 
3 For the first 12 weeks after the advanced wastewater treatment system start-up, all of the 

MPNII OOmL1 

MPNII 0 0 m ~ '  

A groundwater monitoring program is not recommended at this time. In the future, the 
Executive Officer may determine that a groundwater monitoring program is needed to fully 
evaluate the impact from your wastewater discharge on groundwater. If this determination 
is made, the Discharger must submit a groundwater monitoring plan to this Regional 
Board within 45 days of the notification. The groundwater monitoring plan submitted shall 
be subject to the Executive Officer's approval prior to implementation. 

~ e e k l y ~ l ~ o n t h l y  

weekly3/Monthly 
weekly3/Monthly 

IV. WASTE HAULING REPORTING 

Grab 

Grab 

In the event that waste sludge, septage, or other wastes are hauled offsite, the name 
and address .of the hauler shall be reported, along with types and quantities hauled 
during the reporting period and the location of final point of disposal. In the event that 
no wastes are hauled during the reporting period, a statement to that effect shall,'be 
submitted. 

weekly3/Monthly 

~ e e k l ~ ~ / M o n t h l ~  
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V. MONITORING FREQUENCIES 

Specifications in this monitoring program are subject to periodic revisions. Monitoring 
requirements may be modified or revised by the Executive Officer based on review of 
monitoring data submitted pursuant to this Order. Monitoring frequencies may be 
adjusted to a less frequent basis or parameters and locations dropped by the Executive 
Officer if the Discharger makes a request and the request is backed by statistical trends of 
monitoring data submitted. 

VI. ELECTRONIC SUBMITTAL OF INFORMATION 

The Discharger shall comply with the Electronic Submittal of Information (ESI) 
requirements by submitting all reports required under this MRP, including groundwater 
monitoring data, discharge location data, and pdf monitoring reports to the State Water . 

Resources Control Board GeoTracker database under Global ID WDRI 00001448. 

VII. CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 

Each report shall contain-the following completed declaration: 

"I certify under penalty of law that this document, including all attachments 
and supplemental information, was prepared under my direction or 
supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified 
personnel properly gathered and evaluated the information submitted. 
Based on my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or 
those persons directly responsible for gathering the information, the 
information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, 
accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for 
submitting false information, including the possibility of a fine and 
imprisonment. 

Executed on the day of at 

(Signature) 

(Title)" 
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These records and reports are public documents and shall be made available for inspection 
during normal business hours at the office of the California Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, Los Angeles Region. ' 

Ordered by: 
Samuel Unger, P . E . ~  

Date: April 19, 201 2 

Executive officer 


