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Southern California Edison 
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Monrovia, CA 91016 

~ M A TTHEW RO DRIQ UEZ 

"-~~ SECRETI\RY FOR 
,.....,.. FNVIAONMFNTAI PROTFC HON 

GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR SMALL COMMERCIAL AND 
MULTIFAMILY RESIDENTIAL SUBSURFACE SEWAGE DISPOSAL, SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA EDISON VINCENT SUBSTATION; 33301 ANGELES FOREST HIGHWAY, 
PALMDALE, CA {FILE NO. 13-046, ORDER NO. 01-031, SERIES NO. 178, Cl NO. 9948, 
GEOTRACKER GLOBAL ID WDR 100011340) 

Dear Mr. Gabr: 

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region (Regional Board), is 
the public agency with primary responsibility for the protection of ground and surface water 
quality for all beneficial uses of water within major portions of Los Angeles and Ventura 
Counties, including the Southern California Edison Vincent Substation (Facility) mentioned 
above. 

We have completed our review of your application for Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) 
for wastewater to be generated from Southern California Edison Vincent Substation, located at 
33301 Angeles Forest Highway, Palmdale, California (Site). 

The Site is an electrical transmission/distribution facility owned and operated by the Southern 
California Edison (Discharger). Currently, there is an existing septic tank with a capacity of 
1 ,000 gallons for the wastewater generated from ten employees on site. The Discharger 
proposes to construct a two-story Control Building to replace the existing one. The new building 
will have two showers, thirteen toilets, one kitchen, and other fixtures and requires a new onsite 
wastewater treatment system (OWTS). The new OWTS consists of a 3,000-gallon-two­
compartment prefabricated concrete tank, two 1 ,500-gallon-three-compartment treatment tanks 
(enhanced biological treatment tank), and two seepage pits. The existing septic tank will be 
abandoned after the new OWTS is completed. 

Regional Board staff have reviewed the information provided and have determined that the 
proposed discharge meets the conditions specified in Order No. 01-031, "General Waste 
Discharge Requirements for Small Commercial and Multifamily Residential Subsurface Sewage 
Disposal Systems," adopted by this Regional Board on February 22, 2001. In addition, the 
maximum discharge cannot exceed 2,420 gallons per day. 

Enclosed are your General WDRs, consisting of Order No. 01-031 , Monitoring and Reporting 
Program (MRP) Cl No. 9948, and Standard Provisions Applicable to WDRs. The Site is located 
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in the Acton Valley Groundwater Basin within the Los Angeles Coastal Plain. Based on the 
Water Quality Control Plan - Los Angeles Region (Basin Plan), the water quality objectives for 
the Acton Valley Groundwater Basin are 550 milligrams per liter (mg/L) for total dissolved solids 
(TDS), 150 mg/L for sulfate, 100 mg/L for chloride, and 1.0 mg/L for boron. The MRP requires 
you to implement the monitoring program on the date you receive this Order. 

Should changes to the OWTS be needed, revised engineering drawings showing the change 
must be filed with the Regional Board a minimum of thirty days prior to the change. The 
Discharger must receive approval from the Regional Board prior to any changes on the OWTS 
made. 

The MRP requires you to implement the monitoring program on the effective date of coverage 
under this permit. When submitting monitoring or technical reports to the Regional Board per 
these requirements, please include a reference to "Compliance File Cl No. 9948", which will 
assure that the reports are directed to the appropriate file and staff. Also, please do not 
combine other reports with your monitoring reports. Submit each type of report as a separate 
document. 

Southern California Edison Vincent Substation shall comply with the Electronic Submittal of 
Information (ESI) requirements by submitting all reports required under the MRP, including 
monthly water usage, and pdf format monitoring reports to the State Water Resources Control 
Board GeoTracker database under Global ID WDR1 00011340. ESI training video is available 
at: 
https://waterboards. webex. com/waterboards/ldr. php? AT =pb&SP=MC&riD=4414528 7 &rKey=7 d 
ad4352c990334b 

Please see Paperless Office Notice for GeoTracker Users, dated December 21, 2011 for further 
details at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/resources/Paperless/Paperless%200ffice%20for%2 
OGT%20Users.pdf 

To avoid paying future annual fees, please submit a written request for termination of your 
enrollment under the general permit in a separate letter if your facility is connected to a sewer 
and the permit is no longer needed. Be aware that the annual fee covers the fiscal year bill ing 
period beginning July 1 and ending June 30, the following year. You will pay the full annual fee if 
your request for termination is made after the beginning of the new fiscal year beginning July 1. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Project Manager, Don Tsai at (213) 620-2264 
(dtsai@waterboards.ca.gov), or the Chief of Groundwater Permitting Unit, Dr. Eric Wu at (213) 
576-6683 ( ewu@waterboards.ca.gov). 

Sincerely, 

~ur--r 
Samuel Unger, P . . 
Executive Officer 

MARIA M EHRANIAN. CHAIR I SAMUEL U NGER, EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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Enclosures: Regional Board Order No. 01-031 
Standard Provisions Applicable to Waste Discharge Requirements 
Monitoring and Reporting Program Cl No. 9948 
Attachments A and B 

July 23, 2013 

cc (via email): Mr. Patrick Nejadian, County of Los Angeles Department of Public Health 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL \VATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 
LOS ANGELES REGION 

ORDER No. 01-031 

GENERAL \V ASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR 

SMALL COMMERCIAL AND ML'LTIFAMILY RESIDENTIAL 
SUBSURFACE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEl\1S 

The California Regional \Vater Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region 
(Regional Board), finds: 

1. The California \Vater Code (CWC) section 13260(a)(l) requi res that any person 
discharging wastes, or proposing to discharge wastes other than in£o a community 
wastewater collection system, which could affect the quality of the waters of the 
State, shall fil e a Report of Waste Discharge with the Regional Water Quality 
Control Board. The Regional Board shall then prescribe requirements for the 
discharge or proposed d ischarge of wastes. 

2. The California Water Code, section 13263(i). provides that a Regional Board may 
prescribe general waste discharge requirements for disch arges produced by 
similar operations, involving similar types of waste, and requiring similar 
treatment standards. 

3. T he Regional Board adopted a Revised W ater Qual ity Control Plan (Basin Plan) 
for the Los Angeles Region on June 13, 1994 . The Water Quali ty Control Plan 
designates beneficial uses and establi shes water quali ty objectives for 
groundwater and surface water within the Los Angeles Region. Existing 
beneficial uses designated for groundwater and surface water include, among 
o thers: municipal supp ly, industri al service supply, industrial process supply, 
fresh water replenishment, aquaculture, wildlife habi tat, and agricultural supply. 
To the ex tent that the Basin Plan designates addi~onal or different beneficia] uses, 
the Basin Plan shall con trol. 

4. Discharges from small (less than 20,000 gallons per day) commercial and 
multifamily sewage disposal systems infil trate groundwater. The effluent from 
sma11 commercial and multifamily sewage disposal systems is considered a 
discharge of waste that could affect the quality of waters of the State. Any 
surfacing of treated or untreated waste poses a serious threat to public health and 
beneficial uses of groundwater, near-shore waters, and contiguous beaches. 
Discharges of greater than 20,000 gallons will normally be required to obtain 
individual waste discharge requirements from the Regional Board. 

February 22, 2001 
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5. Di scharges to land from small domesti c small commercial and multifamily sewage 
di sposal systems have certain common characteristics, such as similar constituen ts, 
concentrations of constituents, disposal techniques, flow ranges and they requ ire 
the same or simi lar treatment standards. These types of discharges are more 
appropriately regulated under general Waste Discharge Requirements (general 
WDRs). 

6. These general WDRs apply to discharges throughout the entire Los Angeles 
Region (Los Angeles and Ventura County) , however, the Regional Board has 
determined that groundwater underlying small commercial and multifamily 
sewage disposa l systems in areas of shallow groundwater and coastal regions has 
been shown to be in hydrauli c connection with nearby surface waters and that 
groundwater and surface water contamination in areas of shallow groundwater and 
coastal regions has been attributed to di scharges from septic systems. Therefore, 

' these WDRs include considerations specifically addressing areas of shallow 
groundwater and coastal areas. 

7. S ince thi s effluent is considered a discharge of waste that could affect the qua li ty 
of waters of the State, a discharger wou ld ordinaril y be required to file a Report of 
Waste Discharge and the Regional Board would then prescribe requirements for 
the· discharge of wastes. However, under the California Water Code, section 
13269, the Regional Board may waive requirements to file a Report of Waste 
Discharge, provided that such a waiver is not against the public interest. In the 
1950s, the Regional Board's predecessor agency grante d such waivers for 
residential septic systems in 45 local agencies in the Region, including the County 
of Los Angeles. However, these waivers do not formally cover several local 
agencies that are actively permitting septic systems. 

8. If Waste Discharge Requirements were issued to each small commercial and 
multi family residential septic systep1 on an individual basis, it would be a very 
lengthy process. Due to limited Regional Board resources, a streamlined 
expansion of a perrnittin_g program is necessary. The adoption of these general 
Waste Discharge Requirements for dischargc:s from small commercial and 
multifamily sewage disposal systems would: 

(a) Simpli fy and expedite the application process for the Discharger; 

(b) Increase effi ciency of Regional Board staff; and 

(c) Reduce Regional Board ti me expended on preparing and 
considering individual Waste Discharge Requirements. 

2 
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9. Only small commercial and multifamily sewage disposal systems with a 
m aximum daily flow of 20,000 gallons or Jess that discharge to land are eligible 
for coverage under these general WDRs. Single family residences with small 
domestic systems, for purposes of these general WDR's, are specifically excluded. 
I t remains the d iscretion of the Regional Board to require \VDRs for discharges 
from single family residences when necessar) to protect water quality. 

10. This Order establi shes minimum standards only for small domestic systems. The 
discharger must comply with any more stringent standards in the applicable Basin 
Plan . In the event of a connict between the provisions of this Order and the Basin 
Plan, the more stringent provision prevail s. 

11 . By enroJJing small commercial and multi family sewage di sposal systems under 
Waste Discharge Requirements , the Regional Board can also issue Monitoring 
and Reporting Programs that req ui re dischargers to monitor their effluent, 
groundwater th at may be affec ted by the discharge, and, in some cases, nearby 
surface waters that may be affec ted by the discharge. T he results of the 
monitoring wi ll be reported to the Regional Board. T he Regional Board expects 
that thi s monitoring will assist in the delineation of impacts of effluent from small 
commercial and multifamily sewage di sposal systems on groundwater and surface 
water. 

12. T he majority of the small commercial and multifamily sewage disposal systems in 
the Los Angeles Region do not currently have Waste Discharge Requirements, 
nor do they have corresponding Monitoring and Reporting Programs. Small 
commercial and multifamily sewage disposal systems (septic systems, for 
example) typically provide only primary treatment to wastewater before it is 
discharged to groundwater through a seepage pit or leachfje]d disposal system. 
The effluent from these systems is not m onitored , and, as a result, the effluent 
quahty is generally not known. 

13. These general Waste Discharge Requirements (for the disch arge of commercial 
and residential wastes to smalJ commercial and multifamil y sewage disposal 
systems), would benefit the pub1ic, the staff and the Regional Board by 
accelerating the review process without Joss of regulatory juri sdiction and 
oversight. 

14. All requirements contained in this Order, as they are met, wil l be in conformance 
with the goals of the Basin Plan. 

15. These general Waste Discharge R equirements are not intended to alter or 
s upersede existing restricti ons or condi tions imposed by other government 
agencies on the proj ect. 

3 
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16 . Dischargers seeking coverage under these general WDRs shall file: (1) a standard 
application for WDRs (Report of Waste Discharge), a Form 200, or an equivalent 
document; and (2) a first annual fee of $200 (corresponding to the appropriate 
Threat to Water Quality and Complexity of 3(C) in the fee schedule listed in 
section 2200 of ti tl e 23, California Code of Regulations (CCR)). In addition to 
information required by Form 200 and the RoWD, the application must inc lude: 

(a) A list o f all property owner-s, including current 
mailing addresses, within 1 ~500 feet of the adjacent 
parcels owned by the same applicant, or contiguous 
to the property line (rural) and 500 feet of the 
property line (urban); 

(b) Documentation that Discharger has notified. all property owners 
identified in (a) above, of their jntent to seek enrollment under the 
general WDRs and that all property owners identified in (a) above 
shaJJ have 30 days to provide comments, in wri ting, to the 
Regional Board Executive Officer. 

(c) Documentation that the loca l lead agency has 
sati sfi ed the requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (Chapter 3, Division 13, 
Public Resources Code); and 

(d) An acceptable hydrogeologic report or a statement 
to waive a hydrogeologic report. 

17. Upon review by the Executive Officer , a determination will be made as to 
whether or not coverage under these general WDRs is appropriate. A Jetter from 
the Regional Board's Executive Officer shall notify the discharger when coverage 
under these general WDRs has begun. 

18. Although a discharge may be eligible for coverage under this general WDR, the 
Executive Officer may determine that the discharge would be better regulated 
under an individual WDR, under ·another general WDR, or under a National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit for discharges to 
surface waters. If a discharge is located in an environmentally sensitive area or 
wi thin 100 feet of any stream, channel, or other watercourse or waterbody, or in 
an area where groundwater is less than 20 feet below grade, the Executive Officer 
must, wi thin 120 days after submission of a complete RoWD, consider if an 
individual permit is necessary in li eu of the general WDRs and is more 
appropriate in the interest of water quality. If a di scharge is regulated under an 
individual or general WDR, or a waiver, or under an NPDES permit, the 
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applicability of thi s general WDR to the discharge is immediately terminated on 
the effective date of the WDR. 

19. This general WDR is intended to cover both new and existing small domestic 
systems. The adoption of WDRs for existing small domestic systems is exempt 
from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under CCR, Title 14, 
Section 15261 or Section 15301 as ongoing or existing projects. 

20. The State Water Resources Control Board (S\VRCB) has adopted a Mit1gated 
Negative Declaration in compliance with eEQA for new small domestic systems 
in connection with the adoption of Order No. 97-10 DWQ. The potential 
significant environmental impacts from discharges from new smal l wastewater 
treatment systems can be mitigated to a level of insignificance by compliance 
with thi s Order. 

21. Pursuant to Section 13263 of the ewe, the Regional Board, in establishing the 
requirements contained herein, considered fac tors including, but not limited to, 
the fo llowing: 

(a) Past, present, and probable fu ture beneficial uses of water; 

(b) Environmental characteristi cs of the hydrographic unit under 
consideration including the quality of water avrulable thereto; 

(c) Water quality conditions that could re·asonably be achieved 
through the coordinated control of all fac tors which affect water 
quality in the area; 

(d) Economic considerations; 

(e) The need for developing housing within the Region; and 

(f) T he need to develop and use recycled water. 

22. These WDRs are exempt from chapter 15 requirements pursuant to CeR, title 23, 
chapter 15, section 251l(a). 

23. This Order does not preempt or supersede the authority of mu nicipalities, flood 
control agencies, or other local agencies to prohibit, restrict, or control discharges 
of waste subject to their jurisdicti on. 

The Regional Board has notified interested agencies and persons of its intent to prescribe 
\Vaste Di scharge Requirements as described in this Order, and has provided them with an 
opportunity to submit their written views and recommendations for the tentative 
requirem ents. 

5 
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The Regional Board, in a public meeting, heard and considered all comments pertaining 
to the dischargers to be regulated under thi s Order and to the tentative requirements. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: in order to meet the provisions contained in Division 7 of 
the ewe and regulations adopted thereunder, di schargers of small commercial ana multi family 
sewage disposal systems, with a maximum average dail y fl ow not to exceed 20,000 ga llons , that 
di scharge to land and meet all conditions of appl icability, shaJI compl y wi th the fo llowing: 

A. ELIGIBILITY: 

1. Ex isting and future di scharges of treated wastewater to subsurface sewage 
disposal systems. 

2. To be covered under this Order, di scharges must meet the following criteria: 

a. Pollutant concentrations in the di scharge shall not cause nor contribute to 
vio lation of any applicable water qualit y objec tive for the receivi ng 
waters, including di scharge prohibitions : 

b. The di scharge shall not cause nor contribute to acu te or chronic tox icity in 
receiving waters: and 

c . The discharge shall pass through an appropriate treatment system to meet 
the requirements of the Order. 

3. For the purpose of renewal of existing individual permits with thi s general permit, 
provided that all the conditions of this general permit are met , renewal is effective 
upon issuance of a notific ation by the Executive Officer and issuance of a new 
monitoring program. 

4 . When an individual permit with more specific requirements IS issued to a 
discharger~ the applicability of thi s Order to that discharger is automatically 
tenninated on the effective date of the individual .pennit. 

B. AUTHORIZATION: 

1. To be authorized under this Order, the discharger must submit, to the Regional 
Board , a Report of Waste Discharge and a completed Form 200. Upon receipt of 
the application , the Executive Officer shall determine the applicabili ty of Order to 
such a discharge. If the discharge is eligible, the Executi ve Officer shall notify 
the discharger that the discharge is authorized under the terms and conditions of 
thi s Order and prescribe an appropriate monitoring and reporting program. For 
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new discharges, the discharge shall not commence until receipt of the Executive 
Officer 's wri tten determination. 

C. RESPONSIBILITY: 

1. For existing sma11 commercial and multifamily sewage di sposal systems, an entity 
or agency (hereinafter called the D ischarger) must accept permanent 
responsibility for the Wasle Discharge Requirements and the M onitori ng and 
Reporting Program for the small commercial and multifamily sewage di sposal 
systems. In the case of a commercial development, this entity or agency m ust be 
the propeny owner. In the case of a multifamily residential development, this 
entity or agency must be the homeowners' association, the condominium owners' 
association, or the property owner. The Discharger must comply with all 
conditi ons of these Waste Discharge Requirements. 

2. For future commercial or multi family residential developments, the applicant 
(Developer) is responsible for comp liance with thi s O rder up to the time that a 
written agreement between the appjjcant and the Discharger becomes effective. 
The appl ican t shal l provide a copy of the transfer agreement to the Regional 
Board 30 days before its effective date. Violations may resul t in enforcement 
actions , including Regional Board Order or court orders , requiri ng corrective 
action or imposing civil monetary liability , or in m odificati on or revocation of 
W aste Discharge Requirements by the Regional Board. 

3. The Discharger must notify the Executi ve Officer, in writing, at least 30 days in 
advance of any proposed transfer of thi s Order 's responsibility a n d coverage to a 
new Discharger. The notice must include a wri tten agreement between the 
existing and new Discharger containing a specific date for the transfer of 
responsibili ty under thi s Order and compliance between the current D ischarger 
and the new Discharger. Such agreement shall include an acknowledgment that 
the existing Discharger is liable for violations up to the transfer date and that the 
new Discharger is liable on and after the transfer date (CWC section 13267 and 
13263). 

D. INFLUENT LIMITATIONS: 

1. Wastes discharged into the wastewater tre atment and di sposal system sha1l be 
limited to commercial and multifamily residenti al wastewater onl y; no industrial 
wastes' shall be di scharged into the septic system. 

2. The maxim um daily flow of influent from the colJection system shall n ot ex ceed 
20,000 gallons per day. T his flow limi tation also applies to effluent discharged to 
the di sposal system (seepage pi ts/leachfiel ds) . 

1 For the purposes of thi s General WDR, industrial wastes are defined as any unwanted materials from an 
industrial operation. 

7 
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1. Receiving water, for the purpose of the general WDRs, shall be defined as 
groundwater at a point no greater than fi fty (50) feet hydraulicall y downgrad ient 
of the furthennest ex tent of the di sposal area, ·9r the property line of the 
Discharger, whichever is less. Compliance with receiving wa.ter limitations shal l 
be determined using a minimum of three (3) appropriately located groundwater 
mon itorin g wells. The number, locati on and constmction details of all monitoring 
wells are subject to approval 0f the Executi ve Officer. Disposal systems in c lose 
proximity to each other may, in order to reduce monitoring costs and complex ity, 
and at the Executive. Officers discretion , propose a j oint receiving water 
monitoring prograr:n. 

2. The pH in the receiving water shall at all ti mes be between 6.5 to 8.5 pH units . 

3. The receiving water s'hall not contain constituents in excess of the foll owing 
limits: 

Constituent Units Maximnm 
TDS mg!L (a) 
Sulfate mg!L (a) 
Chloride mg!L (a) 
Boron mg!L (a ) 
Total Nitrogen (b) mg!L 10 
Nilrate-nitrogen (b) mg/L 10 
Nitrite-nitrogen (b) mg!L 1 
Total Coliform MPN/lOOmL < l. l(c) 
Fecal Coliform MPN/lOOmL <l.l (c) 
Enterocuccus MPN/lOOmL < 1.1 (c) 

(a) Limits shall be based on the groundwater basin objectives and/or benefic ial uses listed in 
Attachment A. In the Jetter of determination the Executive Officer shall indicate the Basin 
Plan limitations in Attachments A and B that are applicable to the particular d ischarge. 

(b) Total nitrogen includes amma nia-n, organic nitrogen, nitrite-nand nitr ate·n. 
(c) Prior to disposal in areas of shal low groundwater and coastal regions where a minimum of ten 

(10) feet of v.ertical separation cannot be maintained between the bottom of the disposal 
system and the historic high or ,anticipated high groundwater level and only in areas where the 
Executive Officer has determined that wastes will not dele teriously affect an aquifer that is 
sui table for domestic purposes, effluent sha ll be d isinfected to levels consistent with the 
beneficial uses of groundwater and the nearest surface water body. 

4. Wastewater discharged to the seepage pits/leachfie lds shall not result in 
concentrations of salts, heavy metals, or ,organic pollutants from being presen t in 
the receiving water at levels that would impact the designated beneficial uses of 
groundwater or, in the event that groundwater is in hydraulic connection with 
surface waters, the designated benefi cial uses of surface water. 
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5. The disposal of wastes shall not impart tastes, odors, color, foaming, or other 
objectionable characteris tics to the receiving water. 

6 . Any wastes that do not meet the foregoing requirements shall be he1d m 
impervious containers and di scharged at a _legal point of disposal. 

F. PROHIBITIONS: 

1. Any additional hookups to the small commercial and multifamily sewage disposal 
systems system without prior wn tten approval from the Regional Board E xecutive 
Officer are prohibited. 

2. The surfacing or overflow of sewage from the wastewater treatment and di sposal 
system at any time and at any location and the direct or indirect di scharge of 
wastes to waters of the State (i ncludi ng storm drains, groundwater or surface 
water drai nage courses) is prohibited. 

3 . Installation or construction of any part of the small commercial and multifamily 
sewage disposal systems within 150 feet of any water well is prohibited. 

4. New installation or construction, from and after the effective date of this Order, of 
any part of the small commercial and multifamily sewage disposal system within 
100 feet of any stream, channel, or other watercourse, or water body, is 
prohibited. 

5. No part of the wastewater treatment and disposal system shall extend to a depth 
where wastes may deleteriously affect an aquifer that is usable for domestic 
purposes. In no case may the seepage pit or leach field extend to wi th in 10 feet of 
the zone of historic or anticipated high ground water level. The Discharger must 
submit certification that the seepage pits or leach fields·meet thi s requirement. In 
areas of shallow groundwater and coastal areas where a minimum of 10 feet of 
vertical separation between the bottom of the disposal system and the historic or 
an ticipated high ground water level cannot be maintained and the Executive 
Officer has detennined that wastes wi ll not deleteriously affect an aquifer that is 
usable for domestic purposes, the E xecutive Officer may, at his discretion, allow 
the installation and operation of a wastewater treatment and di sposal system, 
provided that the effluent receives additional treatment to include , at a minimum, 
di sinfection to limits specified in Section E. 

6. Under no circumstances shall there be a groundwater separation of Jess than five 
feet. 

7. The disposal of wastes m geologically unstable areas or so as to cause earth 
movemen t is prohibited. 
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8. The onsite disposal of sludge is prohibited. 

Order No. 01-031 

9. Any offsite disposal of sewage or sludge other than to a legal point of disposal is 
prohibited. For purposes of this Order, a legal disposal site is one for which 
requirements have been established by a Regional Water Quality Control Board, 
and which is in full compliance therewith. Any sewage or sh,1dge handling shall 
be in such a manner as to prevent its reaching surface water or watercourses. 

10. The discharge of wastes containing any substance in concentration toxic to 
human, animal, plant, or aquatic life is prohibited. 

11. Bypass or overflow of treated or untreated waste is prohibited. 

12. The discharge of waste to land not owned or controlled by the Discharger IS 

prohibited. 

13. The discharge of wastes from small domestic systems which is not authori zed by 
this general WDR or other Order or waiver by the Regional Board is prohibited . 

G. REQUIREMENTS: 

1. The siting, design, constmction, operation, maintenance and monitoring of all 
wastewater treatment and disposal systems covered by these WDRs must comply 
with all of the applicable provisions of the Basin Plan. 

2. The wastewater treatment and disposal systems shall be protected from damage 
by storm flows or runoff generated by a 100-year storm. Adequate facilities shall 
be provided to divert surface and storm water away from the wastewater treatment 
plant, seepage pits, and areas where any potential pollutants are stored. 

3. The discharger shall not discharge waste in excess of the maximum design and 
disposal capacity of the small domestic system. 

4. Odors of sewage origin shall not be detectable. 

5. Septic tank cleanings shall be performed only by a duly authorized service. 

6. The discharger shall maintain logs of all septic tank cleanings for a period of no 
less than five years. At a minimum the logs shall include the date of the c leaning, 
and the name, address, phone number, and license number (if applicable) of the 
cleaner. 

7. Dischargers who accept wastes from RVs or other mobile waste systems must 
ensure that such wastes (with consti tuents including, but not limited to, 
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formaldehyde , zinc, and phenol) do not deleteriously affect the septic system or 
impact the ground water. 

8. The discharger shall ensure that the contents of the treatment systems are di sp osed 
of in accordance with all applicable laws and ordinances. 

9. The subsurface wastewater disposal system(s) shall be main(ained so that at no 
time will sewage surface at any location. 

10. No part of the disposal system(s) shall extend to a depth where waste may poll ute 
groundwater. 

11. A monitoring program for groundwater shall be establ ished to determine if 
di scharges from the disposal system have impacted or are impacting water 
qual ity. 

H. PROVISIONS: 

1. The discharger must comply with all conditions of these waste di scharge 
requirements. A responsible party has been designated in the Order for thi s 
project , and is legally bound to maintain the monitoring program and permit. 
Violations. may result in enforcement actions including Regional Board orders or 
court orders requiring corrective action or imposing civi l monetary liability, or in 
modification or revocation of these waste di scharge requirements by the Regional 
Board (CWC section 13261 , 13263, 13265, 13268, 13300, 13301, 13304, 13340, 
13350). 

2. Neither the treatment nor the discharge of waste shall create a condition of 
pollution, contamination or nuisance, as defined by section 13050 of the ewe 
(H&SC section 5411 , CWC section 13263). 

3. This Order does not relieve the discharger from responsibHity to obtain other 
necessary local, State, and Federal permits to construct faci lities necessary for 
compliance with this Order, nor does this Order prevent imposition of additional 
standards, requirements, or conditions by any other regulatory agency. 

4. The di scharger shall immediately remove any wastes that are di scharged at the 
site regulated by thi s Order in violation of these requirements. 

5. Within six months after a community wastewater collection (sewer) system 
becomes available, e ach commercia] and multifamil y residential development 
shall connect to the community sewer system and properl y close the septi c 
system(s). 

6. A copy of these waste discharge requirements shall be maintained at the dj scharge 
facili ty and be available at all times to operating personnel (CWC section 13263). 

J J 



General Waste Discharge Requirements 
Small Commercial and Multifamily Residential 
Subsurface Sewage Disposal Systems 

Order No. 01-031 

7. The Discharger shall maintain, for inspection by Regional Board staff, the as-built 
constructi on and operation details of the wastewater treatment and disposal 
system. 

8. In an enforcement action, it shall not be a defense for the Discharger that it would 
have been necessary to halt or to reduce the permi tted ac tivit y in order to maintain 
oompliance wjth thi s Order. Upon reduction, loss, ot fai lure of the septic system, 
the Discharger shall , to the extent necessary to maintain compliance with this 
Order, contro l all discharges until the system is restored or an alternati ve method 
of treatment is provided. 

9. The Discharger is responsi ble for the acti ons of all te ':lants and employees of the 
regul ated facility with regards to compliance with thi s Order and should develop 
and provide them with a pollution prevention plan in order to rrunimi ze pollutant 
discharges to the wastewater treatment and di sposal system. The pollution 
preventi on plan should include the fo llowin g topics: 

(a) Proper disposa l of materials handled at the regulated facil ity; 

(b) Methods to ·wash tools and other objec ts so that no contaminants 
are 'introduced into the septic system; and 

'(c) Methods to wash hands so that no contaminants are .introduced into 
the septic system. 

10. A spill response plan shall be developed and kept on site by the Discharger. The 
spill response plan shall detail all appropriate actions to be taken in order to 
protect human health and the e nvironment in case of any spill related to the 
operation of the treatment and di sposal system. 

11. The Discharger shall provide safeguards to the wastewater treatment and di sposal 
system in a manner such that, in the event of an electri c power fai lure, the 
Discharger shall comply with the terms and conditions of its Order . 

12. New small commercial and rnultifarnjly sewage di sposal system s shall reserve 
sufficient land area for possible- future 100 percent replacement of the subsurface 
disposal area until such time as the di scharger's facility is connected to a 
municipal sewerage system. 

13. Where the discharger becomes aware that it fai led to subrrut any relevant facts in 
a Report of Waste Discharge or submitted incorrect information in a Report of 
Waste Discharge or in any report to the Regional Board, it shall promptly submit 
such fac ts or information (CWC sections 13260 and 1:3267). 
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14. The fi ling of a request by the discharger for an Order modification, revocation and 
issuance, or termination , or a noti fication of planned changes or amicipated 
noncompliance does not stay any condition of this Order. 

15. The discharger shall furnish, within a reasonable time, any information the 
Regional Board or the S\VRCB may request to determine whether cause exists for 
modifying, revoking and reissuing, or terminating the discharger' s coverage under 
thi s Order. The Discharger shall also furnish to the Regional Board or the 
SWRCB, upon request , copies of records required to be kept by thi s Order. 

16. Prior to any modifications in the discharger's facili ty which would result in a 
material change in the quality or quantity of wastewater treated or discharged, or 
any material change in the location of discharge, the discharger shall report all 
pertinent information in writing to the RWQCB and obtain confirmation that such 
modifications do not disqualify the discharger from coverage under these gen eral 
WDRs. Either confirmation or new WDRs must be obtained before any 
modifications are implemented. 

17. After notice and opportunity for a hearing, coverage of an indi vidual discharge 
under thi s Order may be terminated or modified for cause, including but not 
limited to the following: 

(a) Violation of any term or condition contained in thi s Order; 

(b) Obtaining this Order by misrepresentation or failure to disclose all 
relevant fac ts; or 

(c) A change in any condition that requires either a temporary or 
permanent reduction or elimination of the authorized discharge. 

18. These waste di scharge requirements are subject to review and revision by the 
Regional Board (CCR section 13263). 

19. These waste di scharge requirements contained in thi s Order will remain in effect 
for a period of ten (10) years after receipt of the Regional Board Executive 
Officer's written determination of applicability. Should the D ischarger wish to 
continue discharging to groundwater under the terms and conditions contained in 
this Order for a period of time in excess of ten (1 0) years, the Discharger must file 
an updated R eport of Waste Discharge with this Regional Board, no later than 120 
days in advance of the expiration date of the Order, for considerati on of issuance 
of new or revised waste discharge requirements. Any discharge of waste ten (l 0) 
years after the date of enrollment, without obtaining new Waste Discharge 
Requirements from the Regional Board is a violation of provisions of CWC 
section 13264. The Regional Board is authorized to take appropriate enforcement 
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action for .any noncompliance with this provisiOn including assessment of 
penalties. 

20. This Order does not convey any pr~perty rights of any sort or any exclusive 
privileges. The requirements prescribed herein do not authorize the commission 
of any act causing injury to ,persons or property, do not . .protect the discharger 
from his liability under Federal, State or .local laws, nor do tney create a vested 
right for the discbarger to continue the waste discharge (CWC section 1 3263(g)). 

21 . Provisions of these waste discharge requirements are severable. If any provision 
of these requirements are found invalid, the remainder of these requirements shall 
not be affected (CWC section 921). 

22. The. discharger shall, at all times, properLy operate and maintain all facilities and 
systems of treatment and control (andrelated aP,purtenances) which .are installed 
or used by the discharger to achieve compliance wj th conditions of this Order. 

I • 
Proper operation and maintenance includes effluent performance, adequate 
funding, adequate operator staffing and training, and adequate laboratory and 
process controls including appropriate quality assurance procedures. This 
provision requi res the operation of backup or auxi liary faci lities or similar 
systems only when necessary to achieve compli ance with the conditions of this 
Order (CWC section l3263(f)). 

23. All regulated disposal S,Ystems shall be readily accessible for sampling and 
inspecti on. 

24. .:I'he discharger shall , allow the Regional Board, or an authorized representati ve 
upon ,the presentation of credentials and other documents as may be required by 
Jaw, to: 

(a) Enter upon the discharger's premises where a regulated facility or 
acti vity is located or conducted, or where records must be kept 
under the conditions of this Order; 

(b) Have access to and copy., at reasonable times, any records that 
must be kept under the conditions of this Order; 

(c) Inspect at reasonable ·times any facilities, equipment (including 
monitoring and control equipment), practices, or operations 
regulated or required under this Order; and 

(d) Sample or monitor at reasonable times, for the purposes of 
assuring compliance with this Order, or as otherwise authorized by 
the California Water Code, any substances or parameters at any 
location (CWC section 13267). 
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25. The discharger shall furni sh, under penalry of pe:rjury, technical monitoring 
program reports: such reports shall be submined in accordance with specifications 
prepared by the Executive Officer, \\ hich specifications are subject to periodic 
revisions as may be warranted (CWC sec tion 13267). 

26. All monitoring instruments and devices used by the discharger to fulfill the 
prescribed monitonng program shall be properly rilaintained and calibrated as 
necessary to ensure their continued accuracy. All flow measurement devices shall 
be cali brated at least once per year, or more frequently, to ensure continued 
accuracy of the devices. Annually, the discharger shall submit to the Executive 
Officer a written statement, signed by a regi stered professional engineer, 
certi fying that all flow measurement devices have b een calibrated and will reli ably 
achieve the accuracy required. 

27. In an enforcement action, it shall not be a defense for the discharger that it would 
have been necessary to halt or to reduce the permitted activity in order to maintain 
compliance wi th this Order. Upon reduction, loss, or fai lure of the treatment 
facili ty, the di scharger shall, to the extent necessary to maintain compli ance with 
this Order, control production or all di scharges, or both, until the facility is 
restored or an alternative mefhod of treatment is provided. This provision applies, 
for example, when the primary source of power of the treatment facility fails, is 
reduced, or is lost (CWC section 132630). 

28. The discharger shall report any noncompl iance which may endanger health or the 
environment. Any such information shall be provided verbally to the Executive 
Officer within 24 hours from the time the discharger becomes aware of the 
circumstances. A written submission shall also be provided within five days of the 
time that the discharger becomes aware of the circumstances. The written 
submission shall contain a description of the noncompliance and its cause; the 
period of noncompliance, including exact dates and times, and if the 
noncompliance has not been corrected; the anticipated time it is expected to 
continue, steps taken or planned to reduce, eliminate, and prevent recurrence of 
the noncompliance, whether . the spill response plan was implemented and an 
initial assessment of the noncompliance on human health and the environment. 
The Executive officer, or an authorized representative, may waive the written 
report on a case-by-case basis if the oral report has been received within 24 hours. 
T he foll owing occurrence(s) must be reported to the Executive Officer within 24 
hours: 

(a) Any bypass from any portion of the wastewater treatment system; 

(b) Any discharge of treated or untreated wastewater resulting from 
sewer line breaks, obstruction, surcharge or an y other 
circumstances; and 

(c) Any was tewater treatment system upset which causes any 
limitation in this Order to be exceeded (CWC sections 13263 and 
132673). 
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29. The discharger shall retain records of all monitoring information including all 
calibration and maintenance records, all original strip chart recordings for 
continuous monitoring instrumentation, copies of all reports required by thi s 
Order, and records of all data used to complete the ·application for thi s Order. 
Records shall be maintained for a minimum of three years from the date of the 
sample, measurement, report, or application. Trus period may be extended during 
the course of any unresolved litigation regarding this ctischarge or when requested 
by the Regional Board Executive Officer. 

Records of monitoring information shall include: 

(a) The date, exact place, and time of sampling or measurements; 

(b) The individual(s) who performed the sampling or measurements; 

(c) The date(s) analyses were performed ; 

(d) The individual(s) who performed the analyses; 

(e) The analytical techniques or method used; and 

(f) The results of such analyses. 

30. All application reports or infOJmation to be submi tted to the Executive Officer 
shall be signed and certified as follows: 

(a) For a corporation -- by a principal executive officer or at least the 
level of vice-president; 

(b) For a partnership or sole proprietorship -- by a general partner or 
the,proprietor, respectively; and 

(c) For a municipality, State, Federal, or other public agency -- by 
either a principal executive officer or ranking elected official. 

3 1. A dul y authorized representative of the person designated above may stgn 
documents if: 

(a) The person described above makes the authorization m writing 
described above; 

(b) The authorization specifies an individual or person having 
responsibility for the overall operation of the regulated disposal 
system; and 
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(c) The written authorization is submitted to the Executive Officer. 

These records and reports are public documents and shall be made avajlable for 
inspection during normal business hours at the office of the California Regional Water 
Q ual ity Control Board, Los Angeles Region. 

I. MONITORING AND REPORTING REQUIRE:MENTS: 

The Execu tive Officer is hereby authorized to use his or her discretion to prescribe a 
Monitoring and Reporting Program for each authorized discharger. The program may 
include participation of the Discharger in a regional monitoring program. 

Monitoring: 

1. The Discharger shall establish a groundwater monitoring program so that the 
groundwater downgradient from discharge areas can be measured, sampled, and 
analyzed to . determine if discharges from the disposal system impact water 
quality. In addition, the Discharger must complete a study to determine the 
degree of the hydraulic connection between the disposal system and surface water 
should the treatment and disposal system be located within 500 feet of a surface 
water body, or at the discretion of the Executi ve Officer. 

2. Should monitoring data indicate impacts to groundwater or surface water, the 
Discharger shall submit, within 90 days after determination of the problem, plans 
for measures that will be taken, or have been taken , to mitigate any long-tenn 
effects that result from the subsurface disposal of wastes. Any water quality 
impact to surface and groundwater such as, but not limi ted to, ri sks to human 
health from pathogens, and accelerated eutrophication of surface waters from 
nutrients in wastewater shall be reported. 

Reporting: 

1. The Monitoring and Reporting program may require submittal of monthly, 
quarterly, or annual monitoring reports , among others, to the Regional Board. 
Monthly monitoring reports shall be subm1tted to the Regional Board by the 15th 
day of the following month. Quarterly reports sha11 be submitted by January 15, 
April 15, July 15, and October 15 of each year. Annual reports shall be submitted 
by January 30 of the following year 

2. The annual monitoring report sha!J contain both tabular and graphical summaries 
of the monitoring data obtained during the previous year. In addition , the 
Discharger sha]] discuss the compliance record and the correctiv.e actions taken or 
planned that may be needed to bring the di scharge into full compliance with the 
general WDRs. 

17 



General Waste Discharge Requirements 
Small Commercial and Multifamil y Residential 
Subsurface Sewage Disposal Systems 

Order No. 01-03 1 

3. In reporting the monitoring data, the discharger shall arrange the data in tabular 
form so that the date, the consti tuents, and the concentrations are readily 
di scern ible. The data shall be summarized in such a manner to 111ustrate clearly 
whether the discharge complies wi th WDRs. The average dail y flow shall be 
calculated using the arithmetic mean of the monthly val ues obtajned throughout 

the reporting period. 

4. The results of an y monitoring done more frequently fhan .required at the Jocation 
and/or times specified in the Monitoring and Reporting Program shall be reported 
to the Regional Board. The results of such monitoring shall be included in the 
calculation and reporting of the values required in the di scharge monitoring report 
form. Such increased frequency shall be indicated on the di scharge moni toring 
report form. 

5. Summaries of all performed maintenance and inspection activ1t1es and all 
instances of noncompliance with the WDRs shall be reported with the monitori ng 
reports as required. 

6. The di scharger shall implement the above monitoring program on the fi rst da y of 
the month fo llowing the effecti ve date of coverage under these genera] WDRs. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Dennis A. Dickerson, Executive Off]cer , do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full , 
true and conect copy of an Order adopted by the .California Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, Los Angeles Region on February 22, 2001. 

--~. ,(. --'?( 'r: 
!_)~ .. ~ ----------------

Dennis A. Dickerson 
Executive Officer 
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STANDARD PROVISIONS 
APPLICABLE TO WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS 

1. DUTY TO COMPLY 

The discharger must comply with all conditions of these ·waste discharge requirements. 
A respol'lsible party has been designated in the Order for this project, and is fegally 
bound to maintain the monitoring program and permit. Violations may resul t in 
enfor.cement actiqns, including Regional · Board orders or court orders requiring 
corrective action ·or imposing civil monetary liability, or in modification or revocation of 
these waste discharge requirements ·by the Regional Board. [CWC Section 13261, 

. 13263, 13265, 13268, 13300, 13301 J 13304, 13340, 13350] 

2. GENERAL PROHIBITION 

. ( 

Neither the treatment nor the discharge of waste shall create a pollution, contamination or 
nuisance, as defined by Sectioh 13050 of the California Water Code (CWC). [H&SC 
Section 5411, CWC Section :13263) . 

3. AVAilAB.ILITY 

A copy of these waste· discharge requirements shall _be maintained at the discharge 
facility and be available at all ·times to operating personnel. [CWC Section 13263] · 

4. CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP 

The discharger must notify the Executive Officer, in writing at least 30 days ·in advance 
of any proposed transfer of this Order's responsibility and coverage to C! new discharger 
containing a specific date for the· tr.ansfer of this Order's responsibility and coverage 
betweer.1 the current discharger and the new discharger. This agreement shall include 
an acknowledgemen't that the existing discharger is liable for violations up to the transfer 
date and that the new discharger is liable from the transfer date .on. [CWC Sections 
13267 and 13263) 

5. CHANGE IN DISCHARGE 

In the event of a mat~rial change in the character, location, or volume of a discharge, the 
discharger shall file with this Reg ional Board a new Report of Waste Discharge . . [CWC 

·Section 13260(c)]. A material change includes, but is not limited to, the·following: 
. . 

(a) . Addition of a major .industrial waste discharge to a discharge of essentially 
domestic sewage, or the addition of a new process or product by an industrial 

. facility resulting in a change in the character o.f the Waste. 

'!1/-1 

November 7, 1990 
WDR 
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Standard Provisions Applicable to 
Waste .Discharge .Requirements 

(b) Significant change in disposal method, e.g., change from a land disposal to a 
direct di"scharge to water, or change in the method of treatment which would 
significantly alter the characteristics of the waste. 

(c) Significant change in the disposal area, e.g., moving the discharge to another 
drainag~ area, to a different water body, or to a dispo!;;al area significantly 
removed from .the original area potentially causing diff erent water quality or 
nuisance problems. 

(d) . Increase in flow beyond that specified in the waste discharge requirements. 

(e) Increase in the area or depth to be used for solid waste disposal beyond that 
specified in the waste discharge requirements. [CCR Title 23 Section 221 0] 

6. REVIS ION 

These waste discharge requirements are subject to review and revision by the :Regional 
Board. [CCR Section 13263] 

· 7. TERMINATION 
. . 

Where the discharger becomes aware that it failed to submit any relevant facts in a 
Report of Waste Discharge or submitted incorrect information in a Report of Waste 
Discharge or in any report to the Regional Board, it shall promptly submit.such facts or 
information. [CWC Sections 13260 and 13267] 

8. VESTED RIGHTS 

This Order does not convey any property rights of any sort or any exclusive privileges. 
The requirements prescribed herein do not authorize the commission of any act causing. 
injury to per§ons or property, do not protect the discharger f rom his liability under 
Federal, State or local laws, nor do they create a vested right f or the discharger to 
continue the waste discharge. [CWC Section 13263(g)] 

9. SEVERABILITY 

Provisions of these waste discharge .requirements are severable. If any provision of 
these requirements are found invalid, the remainder of the requirements shall not be 
affected. [CWC Section 921] 
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Waste Discharge Requirements 

10. OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 

11. 

_12. 

The discharger shall, at all times, properly operate and maintain a ll facilities and systems 
of treatment and control (and related appurtenances) which are installed or used by the 
discharger to achieve compliance with conditions of this Order. Proper operation and 
maintenance includes effective performance, adequate funding, adequate operator 
staffing and training, and ad~quate laboratory and process controls including appropriate 
quality assurance procedures. Thi$ provision requires the operation of backup or 
auxiliary facilities or similar systems only when necessary to achieve compliance with 
the conditions of this Order. [CWC Section 13263(f)] 

HAZARDOUS RELEASES 
( . 

Except for a discharge which is in compliance with these waste discharge requirements, 
any person who, without regard to 'intent or negligence, causes or permits any 
hpzardous substance or. sewage to be discharged in-or on any waters of -the State, or 
dis'chwged or de_pOsited where it is, ot ·pr.obably-will be, disch<?rged in or on aiiy waters 
qf the Stat~. shall, as soon as (a) that person has knowledge of the discharge, (b) 
notification is possible, and (c) notification can be provided without substantially 
impeding cleanup or other emerg ency measures, immediately notify the Office . of 
Emergency $ei'Vfces .of the discharge in accordance With·the spill ·reporting provision of · 
the State toxi~ disaster contin_gency plan a.dopte.d pursuant to Article 3.7 (commencing 
with Section 8574. 7) of .Chapter 7 of Division 1 of Title. 2 of the Government- Code, _and 
immediately notify the State Board or the appropriate Regional Board of the discharge. 
This provision does not require reporting ·af any discharge of less than a reportable 
quantity as provided for .under subdivisions (f.) and (g) of Section 13271 of the Water 
Code unless. the discharger is in vioiation of a prohibition in the applicable. Water Quality 
Control plan. [CWC s·ection 1327(a)] . . 

PETROLEUM RELEASES 

Except for a discharge which is in compliance with these waste discharge requirements, 
any person who without regard to intent or negligence, causes or permits any oil or 
petroleum .product to be discharged in or on any waters of the State, or discharged or 
deposited where it is, or probably will be, discharged in or on any waters of the State, 
shall , as soon · as (a) such person has knowledge of the discharge, (b) notification is 
possible, and (c) notification can be provided without substantia lly impeding cleanup or 
other emergency measures, immediately notify the Office of Emergency Services of the 
discharge -in accordance with the spill reporting- provision of the State oil spill 
contingency plan adopted pursuant to Article 3.5 (commencing with Section 857 4.1) (lf 
Chapter 7 of Division 1 of Title 2 of the Government. Code. This provision does not 
require reporting of any discharge of less than 42 gallons unless the discharge is also 
required to be reported pursuant to Section 311 of the Clean Water Act or the disc_harge 
is in violation of a prohibition in the applicable Water Quality Control Plan. [CWC 
Section 13272] 
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13. ENTRY AND INSPECTION 

The discharger shall allow the Regional Board, or an authorized representative upon the 
presentation of credentials and other documents as may be required by law, to: 

(a) Enter upon the discharger's premises where a regulated facility or activity is 
located or conducted, or where records must be kept under the conditions of this 
Order; 

(b) Have access to and copy, at reasonable times, any records that must be kept 
under the conditions of this Order; 

(c) Jnspect at reasonable times any facilities, equipment (including monitoring and 
control equipment), practices, or operations regulated cir required under this 
Order; and 

(d) Sam.Pie or monitor at reasonable· times, for the purposes of assuring compliance 
with. this Order, or as otherwise authorized by the Califqrnia Water Code, any 
substances or parameters at any location. [CWC Section 13267] 

14. MONITORING PROGRAM AND DEVICES 

'The discharger shall furnish, under penalty of perjury, technical monitoring program 
reports; such reports shall be submitted in accordance with specifications preparec:Lby 
the Executive Officer, which specifications are subjecrto periodic revisions as may be 
warranted. [CWC Section 13267] .. 

· All monitoring instruments and devices us.ed by the discharger to fulfill the prescribed 
monitoring .program shall be properly maintaif;led and calibrated as necessary to ensvre 
their continued accuracy. All flow measurement devices shall b.e calibrated at least once 
per year, or more frequently, to ensure continued accuracy of the devices. Annually, the 
discharger shall submit to the Executive Office· a written statement, signed by a 
registered professional engineer, certifying that all flow meC!surement devices have been 
calibrated and will reliably achieve the accuracy required. 

· Unless otherwise permitted by the Regional Board Executive officer, all analyses shall 
be conducted at a laboratory certified for such analyses by the· State Department of 

· Health Services. The Regional Board Executive Officer may allow· use .of an uncertified 
laboratory under exceptional circumstances, such as when the c losest laboratory to the 
monitoring location is outside the State boundaries and therefore not subject to 
certification. All analyses shall be required to be conducted in accordance with the latest 
ed ition of "Guidelines Establishing Test Procedures for Analysis of Pollutants" [40CFR 
Part 136] promulgated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. [CCR Title 23, 
'Section 2230] 
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15. TREATMENT FAILURE 

In an enforcement action, it shall not be a defense for the discharger that it would have 
been necessary to halt or to reduce the permitted activity in order to maintain 
compliance with this Order. Upon reduction, loss, or failure of the treatment facility, the 
discharger shall, to the extent necessary to maintain compliance with this Order, control 
production or all discharges, or both, ·until the facility is restored or an alternative method 
of treatment is provided. This provision applies, for example, when the primary source · 
of power of the treatment facility fails, is reduced, or is ,lost. [CWC Section 13263(f)] 

16. DISCHARGE TO NAVIGABLE WATERS 

Any person discharging or proposing to discharge to navigable waters from a point 
source (except for discharge of dredged or fill material subject to Section 404 fo the 
Clean W.ater: Act and ·discharge ·subject to .a general-NPDES permit) must file an NRDES 
permit application with the 'RegionarBoard. [CCR Title 2 Section 22357] 

17. ENDANGERMENT TO .HEAL TH AND ENVIRONMENT 

. . 
The discharger shall report ·any noncompliance which may endanger health or the 

. environment. Any such information shall be provided ·verbally to the Executive Officer 
with in 24 hours from the time the discharger becomes aware of the circumstances. A 
written submission shall. also. be provided within five days of the t ime the dischar:ger 

·becomes aware of the. circumstances. The wri tten submission shall contain· a 
description of the noncompliance and its·cause; the period -of noncompliance, includimg·: 
exact dates and times, and' if the noncompliance has not been corrected; the anticjp:ated 
time it is expected to continue and steps taken or planned to reduce, eliminate, ar.Jd 
prevent recurrence of the n.oncompliance. The Executive qfficer, or an quthorized 
representative, may waive the written report on a case-by-case basis· if the oral report 
has been received within 24 hours. The following occurrence(s) must be reported to the 
Executive Office within 24 hours: · 

(a) 

(b ) . 

(c) 

Any bypass from any portion of the treatment facility. 

Any discharge of treated or untreated wastewater resulting from sewer line 
breaks, obstruction, surcharge or any other circumstances. 

· Any treatment plan upset which causes the effluent limitation qf 'this Order to be 
exceeded. [CWC Sections 13263 and 13267] 

18. MAINTENANCE OF RECORDS 

The discharger shal l retain records of all monitoring information including all calibration 
and maintenance records , all original strip chart recordings for continuous monitoring 
inst rumentation, copies off all reports required by this Order, and record of all data used 
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'19. 

to complete the application for this Order. Records shall be maintained for a minimum of 
three years from the date of the sample, measurement, report, or application. · This· 
period may be extended during the course of any unr.esolved ·litigation regarding· this. 
discharge or when requested by the Regional Board Executive Officer. 

Records of monitoring information shall include: 

(a) The date, exact place, and time of sampling or measurement; 

(b ) The individual(s) who performed the sampling or measurement; 

(c) The date(s) analyses were performed; 

(d) The individual(s)who performed the analyses; 

. (e) The analytical .. techniques ormethod used; ar:1d 

(f) The results of such ana lys~s. 

(a) 

(b) 

All application reports or information to be submitted to the Executive Office shall. 
be signed and certified as follows: 

(1) For a corporation - by a principal executive officer or at least the le11el of . 
viCe president. · 

(2) For a partnership or sole . proprietorship - by a general partner or;. tf;Je 
proprietor, respectively. · 

(3) For a municipality, state, federal ... or other public agency - by either a 
principal executive officer or ranking elected official. 

A duly authorized representative of a person designated in paragraph (a) of this 
provision may sign documents if: · 

(1) The authorization is made in writing by a person described in paragraph 
(a) of this provision. 

\ 

(2) · The authorization specifies either an individual or position having 
responsibility for the overall operation of the regulated facnity or activity; 
.and · · · 

(3) The written authorization is submitted to the Executive Officer. 

Any person signing a document under this Section shall make the following 
certifi cation: · 
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Standard Provisions Applicable to . 
Waste Discharge. Requirements 

"I certify und~r penalty of Ia~ . that I have personally examined and am '­
familiar with the .information submitted . in th is document and all 
attachments and that, based .on my inquiry of thos·e individuals 
immediately responsible for obtaining the information, I believe that the 
information is true, accurate, and complete. I am · aware that there are 
significant penalties for . submitting false information, including the 
possibility oHine and imprisonment. [CWC Sections 13263, 13267, and 
13268]" 

I . 

20. OPERATOR CERTIFICATION 

Supervisors· and operators of muniCipal wastewater treatment plants and privatE?IY 
owned facil ities regulated by the PUC, used in the treatmen~ or -reclamation of sewage 
and industrial waste shall possess a· certificate of appropriate g[ade in accordance with 
Title 23, California Code .of Regulations Section 3680. State Boards may 'accept 
·experience ·in ·l iei::J ~ of-·qualificatio·n .. tralning. In lieu of a properly certiffed waste.wafer 
treatment ·plant op~r~tor; the ·state Board may approve ·use of a water treatrrie·Jit ·plan 
oper·ator . of .appropriate grade certified by the State Department of Health Services 
where reclamation is involved. 

Each plan shall be Op\3rated and maintained in accQrdance with the operation and 
maintenance manual prepared by the municipality through the Clean Water Grant 
Program [CWC Title 23, Section 2233(d)J 

ADDITIONAL .PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO 
PUBLICLY OWNED TREATEMENT WORKS' ADEQUATE CAPACITY 

21. Whenever a publicly ovvned wastevyc,1ter treatment plant will. reach capacity within four 
years the discharger shall ootif¥ the Regional Board. A copy of s.uch notification shall be 
sent to appropriate local el~cted of'Dcials, -local permitting agencies and the press. The 
discharger must demonstrate that adequate steps are being taken to address the 
capacity problem. The discharger shall submit a technical report to the Regional Board 
showing flow volumes will be -prevented from exceeding capacity, or how capacity will be 
increased , within 120 days after providing notification to the Regional Board, or within 
120 days after receipt of notification from the Regional Board, . of a finding that the 
.treatment; plant will reach capacity within four years. The time for fil ing ·the required 
technical report may be extended by the Regional Board. An extension of 30 days may 
be granted by the Executi.ve Officer, and -longer extensions may be granted by .the 
Regional Board itself. [CCR Title 23, Section 2232) 
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CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 
LOS ANGELES REGION 

320 West 4th Street, Suite 200, Los Angeles, California 90013 
(213) 576-6660 • Fax (213) 576-6640 

http://W'WW.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/ 

MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM NO. Cl-9948 
FOR 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY, DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON VINCENT SUBSTATION 

ENROLLMENT UNDER GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR 

SMALL COMMERCIAL AND 
MULTIFAMILY RESIDENTIAL SUBSURFACE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS 

ORDER NO. 01-031 
(FILE NO. 12-102) 

I. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

A. The effective date of this Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP) No. Cl-9948 is 
July 22, 201.3. Southern California Edison (hereafter Discharger) shall implement this 
MRP immediately for the onsite wastewater treatment system (OWTS). The first 
monitoring report is due October 15, 2013. 

Monitoring reports shall to be received by the dates, specified in Table 1: 

l bl 1 R rt' P ' d d D D t a e epo rng eno an ue a es 

Reporting Period Report Due 

January - March April15 

April - June July 15 

July - September October 15 

October - December January 15 

B. If there is no discharge, during any reporting period, the report shall so state. 

C. By January 151
h of each year, beginning January 15, 2014, the Discharger shall 

submit an annual summary report to the Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(Regional Board). The report shall contain both tabular and graphical summaries of 
the monitoring data obtained during the previous calendar year. In addition, the 
Discharger shall explain the compliance record and the corrective actions taken or 
planned, which may be needed to bring the discharge into full compliance with the 
Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs). 

D. For every item where the requirements are not met, the Discharger shall submit a 
statement of the cause(s), and actions undertaken or proposed which will bring the 
discharge into full compliance with WDRs at the earliest possible time, including a 
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timetable for implementation of those actions. 

File No. 13-046 

E. In reporting the monitoring data, the Discharger shall arrange the data in tabular form 
so that the date and the water use are readily discernible. The data shall be 
summarized to demonstrate compliance with the requirements. 

F. Any mitigation/remedial activity including any pre-discharge treatment conducted at 
the site must be reported in the quarterly monitoring report. 

G. Each monitoring report shall contain a separate section titled "Summary of 
Non-Compliance" which discusses any items where the discharge limitations were 
not met. The Discharger shall include a statement about the cause(s) of 
non-compliance and the corrective actions taken or planned that may be needed to 
bring the discharge into full compliance with WDRs. This section shall be located at 
the front of the report and shall clearly list all items non-compliant with the WDR, as 
well as any excursion of effluent and receiving water limitations. 

II. SEPTIC TANK AND DISPOSAL SYSTEM MONITORING REQUIREMENTS 

The quarterly reports shall contain the following information: 

A Average and maximum daily waste flow and average water usage rate for each month 
of the quarter, in gallons per day. In the absence of a flow meter, a water bill can be 
used to estimate the flow discharge. 

B. Estimated population served during each month of the reporting period. 

C. Results of at least monthly observations in the disposal area for any overflow or 
surfacing of wastes. 

In addition, the Discharger shall annually submit an operation and maintenance report on 
the septic system. The information to be contained in the report shall include, at a 
minimum, the following: 

A The name and address of the person or company responsible for the operation and 
maintenance of the Facility; 

B. Type of maintenance (preventive or corrective action performed); 

C. Frequency of maintenance, if preventive; 

D. Periodic pumping out of the septic tank; and, 

E. Maintenance records of the septic disposal system. 

Ill. WASTE HAULING REPORTING 

In the event that waste sludge, septage, or other wastes are hauled offsite , the name and 
address of the hauler shall be reported, along with types and quantities hauled during the 
reporting period and the location of the final point of disposal. In the event that no wastes 
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are hauled during the reporting period, a statement to that effect shall be submitted. 

IV. MONITORING FREQUENCIES 

Specifications in this monitoring program are subject to periodic rev1s1ons. Monitoring 
requirements may be modified or revised by the Executive Officer based on review of 
monitoring data submitted pursuant to this MRP. Monitoring frequencies may be adjusted to 
a less frequent basis or parameters and locations dropped by the Executive Officer if the 
discharger make a request and the request is backed by statistical trends of monitoring 
data submitted. 

V. ELECTRONIC SUBMITTAL OF INFORMATION 

The Discharger shall comply with the Electronic submittal of Information (ESI) requirements 
by submitting all reports required under the MRP, discharge location data, and pdf 
monitoring reports to the State Water Resources Control Board GeoTracker database 
under GlobaiiD WDR100011340. 

VI. CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 

Each report shall contain the following completed declaration: 

"I certify under penalty of law that this document, including all attachments and 
supplemental information, was prepared under my direction or supervision in accordance 
with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel properly gathered and evaluated 
the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the 
system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the information, the information 
submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete. I am 
aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including the 
possibility of a fine and imprisonment. 

Executed on the ___ day of ____ at _____ _ 

_ _____ (Signature) 

______ (Title)" 

These records and reports are public documents and shall be made available for inspection 
during normal business hours at the office of the California Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, Los Angeles Region. 

Orderedby: ~ U~~ 
Samuel Unger, P .. 
Executive Officer 

/DTSAI/ 

Date: July 23, 2013 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Table 3-10. Water Quality Objectives for Selected Constituents in Regional Ground Watersa. 

DWR OBJECTIVES (mg/L) 
Basin BASIN 
No.b TDS Sulfate Chloride Boron 

Pitas Point Area c None specified 

Ojai Valley 
4-1 Upper Ojai Valley 

West of Sulfur Mountain Road 1,000 300 200 1.0 
Central area 700 50 100 1.0 
Sisar area 700 250 100 0.5 

4-2 Lower Ojai Valley 0.5 
West of San Antonio-Senior Canyon Creeks 1,000 300 200 0.5 
East of San Antonio-Senior Canyon Creeks 700 200 50 

4-3 ·Ventura River Valley 
Upper Ventura 800 300 100 0.5 
San Antonio Creek area 1,000 300 100 1.0 
Lower Ventura 1,500 500 300 1.5 

Ventura Central d 

4-4 Santa Clara-Piru Creek area 
Upper area (above Lake Piru) 1,100 400 200 2.0 
Lower area east of Piru Creek 2,500 1,200 200 1.5 
Lower area west of Piru Creek 1,200 600 100 1.5 

Santa Clara-Sespe Creek area 
Topa Topa (upper Sespe) area 900 350 30 2.0 
Fillmore area 

Pole Creek Fan area 2,000 800 100 1.0 
South side of Santa Clara River 1,500 800 100 1.1 
Remaining Fillmore area 1,000 400 50 0.7 

Santa Clara-Santa Paula area 
East of Peck Road 1,200 600 100 1.0 
West of Peck Road 2,000 800 110 1.0 

Oxnard Plain 
Oxnard Forebay 1,200 600 150 1.0 
Confined aquifers 1,200 600 150 1.0 
Unconfined and perched aquifers 3,000 1,000 500 -

4-6 Pleasant Valley 
Confined aquifers 700 300 150 1.0 
Unconfined and perched aquifers - - - -

I" 

4-7 Arroyo Santa Rosa 900 300 150 1.0 

4-8 Las Posas Valley 
South Las Posas area 

NW of Grimes Cyn Rd & LA Ave & Somis Rd 700 300 100 0.5 
E of Grimes Cyn Rd and Hitch Blvd 2,500 1,200 400 3.0 
S of LA Ave between Somis Rd & Hitch Blvd 1,500 700 250 1.0 
Grimes Canyon Rd & Broadway area 250 30 30 0.2 

North Las Posas area 500 250 150 1.0 

4-5 Upper Santa Clara 
Acton Valley 550 150 100 1.0 
Sierra Pelona Valley (Agua Dulce) 600 100 100 0.5 
Upper Mint Canyon 700 150 100 0.5 
Upper Bouquet Canyon 400 50 30 0.5 
Green Valley 400 50 25 -
Lake Elizabeth-Lake Hughes area 500 100 50 0.5 
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Table 3-10. Water Quality Objectives for Selected Constituents in Regional Ground Waters• (cont.) 

DWR OBJECTIVES (mgll) 
Basin BASIN 
No.b TDS Sulfate Chloride Boron 

4-4.07 Eastern Santa Clara 
Santa Clara-Mint Canyon 800 150 150 1.0 
South Fork 700 200 100 0.5 
Placerita Canyon 700 150 100 0.5 
Santa Clara-Bouquet & San Francisquito Canyons 700 250 100 1.0 
Castaic .Valley 1,000 350 150 1.0 
Saugus Aquifer - - - -

4-9 Simi Valley 
Simi Valley Basin 

Confined aquifers 1,200 600 150 1.0 
Unconfined aquifers - - - -

Gillibrand Basin 900 350 50 1.0 

4-10 Conejo Valley 800 250 150 1.0 

4-11 Los Angeles Coastal Plain 
Central Basin 700 250 150 1.0 
West Coast Basin 800 250 250 1.5 
Hollywood Basin 750 100 100 1.0 
Santa Monica Basin 1,000 250 200 0.5 

4-12 San Fernando Valley 
Sylmar Basin 600 150 100 0.5 
Verdugo Basin 600 150 100 0.5 
San Fernando Basin 

West of Highway 405 800 300 100 1.5 
East of Highway 405 (overall) 700 300 100 1.5 

Sunland-Tugunga area • 400 50 50 0.5 
Foothill area • 400 100 50 1.0 
Area encompassing RT-Tujunga-Erwin- 600 250 100 1.5 

N. Hollywood-Whithaii-LANerdugo-Crystal Springs-
Headworks-Giendale/Burbank Well Fields 

Narrows area (below confluence of Verdugo 900 300 150 1.5 
Wash with the LA River) 

Eagle Rock Basin 800 150 100 0.5 

4-13 San Gabriel Valley 
Raymond Basin 

Monk Hill sub-basin 450 100 100 0.5 
Santa Anita area 450 100 100 0.5 
Pasadena area 450 100 100 0.5 

Main San Gabriel Basin 
Western area ' 450 100 100 0.5 
Eastern area ' 600 100 100 0.5 

Puente Basin 1,000 300 150 1.0 

4-14 Upper Santa Ana Valley 
8-2 g Live Oak area 450 150 100 0.5 

Claremont Heights area 450 100 50 -
Pomona area 300 100 50 0.5 
Chino area 450 20 15 -
Spadra area 550 200 120 1.0 

4-15 Tierra Rejada 700 250 100 0.5 

4-16 Hidden Valley 1,000 250 250 1.0 

4-17 Lockwood Valley 1,000 300 20 2.0 

4-18 Hungry Valley and Peace Valley 500 150 50 1.0 
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Table 3-10. Water Quality Objectives for Selected Constituents in Regional Ground Waters• (cont.) 

DWR OBJECTIVES (mg/L) 
Basin BASIN 
No ... TDS Sulfate Chloride Boron 

4-19 Thousand Oaks area 1,400 700 150 1.0 

4-20 Russell Valley 
Russell Valley 1,500 500 250 1.0 
Triunfo Canyon area 2,000 500 500 2.0 
Lindero Canyon area 2,000 500 500 2.0 
Las Virgenes Canyon area 2,000 500 500 2.0 

4-21 Conejo-Tierra Rejada Volcanic area h - - - -
Santa Monica Mountains- southern slopes 1 

Camarillo area 1,000 250 250 1.0 
Point Durne area 1,000 250 250 1.0 

4-22 Malibu Valley 2,000 500 500 2.0 
Topanga Canyon area 2,000 500 500 2.0 

San Pedro Channel Islands 1 

Anacapa Island - - - -
San Nicolas Island 1,100 150 350 -
Santa Catalina Island 1,000 100 250 1.0 
San Clemente Island - - - -
Santa Barbara Island - - - -

a. Objectives for ground waters outside of the major basins listed on this table and outlined in Figure 1-9 have not been specifically 
listed. However, ground waters outside of the major basins are, in many cases, significant sources of water. Furthermore, ground 
waters outside of the major basins are either potential or existing sources of water for downgradient basins and, as such, objectives 
in the downgradient basins shall apply to these areas. 

b. Basins are numbered according to Bulletin 118-80 (Department of Water Resources, 1980). 

c. Ground waters in the Pitas Point area (between the lower Ventura River and Rincon Point) are not considered to comprise a major 
basin, and accordingly have not been designated a basin number by the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) or 
outlined on Figure 1-9. 

d. The Santa Clara River Valley (4-4), Pleasant Valley (4-6), Arroyo Santa Rosa Valley (4-7) and Las Posas Valley (4-8) Ground Water 
Basins have been combined and designated as the Ventura Central Basin (DWR, 1980). 

e. The category for the Foothill Wells area in previous Basin Plan incorrectly groups ground water in the Foothill area with ground water 
in the Sunland-Tujunga area. Accordingly, the new categories, Foothill area and Sunland-Tujunga area, replace the old Foothill Wells 
area. 

f. All of the ground water in the Main San Gabriel Basin is covered by the objectives listed under Main San Gabriel Basin - Eastern 
area and Western area. Walnut Creek, Big Dalton Wash, and Little Dalton Wash separate the Eastern area from the Western area 
(see dashed line on Ftgure 2-17). Any ground water upgradient of these areas is subject to downgradient beneficial uses and 
objectives, as explained in Footnote a. 

g. The border between Regions 4 and 8 crosses the Upper Santa Ana Valley Ground Water Basin. 

h. Ground water in the Conejo-T1erra Rejada Volcanic Area occurs primarily in fractured volcanic rocks in the western Santa Monica 
Mountains and Conejo Mountain areas. These areas have not been delineated on Figure 1-9. 

i. With the exception of ground water in Malibu Valley (DWR Basin No. 4-22), ground waters along the southern slopes of the Santa 
Monica Mountains are not considered to comprise a major basin and accordingly have not been designated a basin number by the 
California Department of Water Resources (DWR) or outlined on Figure 1-9. 

j . DWR has not designated basins for ground waters on the San Pedro Channel Islands. 
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E: ExlaUng beneflclal use 
P: PotenUal beneficial use 
Sea pages 2-1 to 2-3 tor desc:ripUona 
of beneficial uses. 

Footnotes are consistent tor aU benaflcial use teblea. 
ac Beneflclaluaes for ground walorw oubida of the major basins listed on tns labia and ouUined In Fig. 1·9 have not been apeclfocally listed. However, ground waters outside of the 

major baalna are, In many caaea, algnincantaourcas of welar. Furthermore, ground walorw outside of the major basins are ellher polantial or u Jaitng aourcae of we lor for downgrwdient 
basins, and u auch, benefk:Jal uaaa in the downgradient baslna ahaU apply to those arees. 

ad Baaina are numbered ace<>rdlng to Cal~omla Department of Water Resources (OWR) Bulletin No. 118~0 (OWR, 1980). 
aa Ground waterw In the Pita a Point area (between the lower Ventura River and Rincon Point) are not conoid orad to comprlae a major basin and, accordingly, hava not bean doalgnatad a basin number 

by tha OWR or ouUined on Fig. 1-9. 
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Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Table 2-2. Beneficial Uses of Ground Waters (Continued). ac 

4-13 

E: Existing beneficial use 
P: Potential beneficial use 
See pages 2-1 to 2-3 for 
descriptions of 
beneficial uses. 

AQUA 

Footnotes are consistent for all beneficial use tables. 
ac Beneficial uses for ground waters outside of the major basins listed on this table and outlined in Fig. 1-9 have not been specifically listed. However, ground waters outside of the major basins are, in many 

cases, signifiCant sources of water. Fur1hermore, ground waters outside of the maJor basins are etther potential or existing sources of water for downgradient basins. and as such, beneficial'uses in the 
downgradient basins shall apply to these areas. 

ad Basins are numbered according to DWR Bulletin No. 118-80 (DWR, 1980). 
ag The categoty for the Foothill Wells area ., tha old Basin Plan incorrectly grouped ground water in the Foothill area with ground water in the Sunland-Tujunga area. Accordingly, the new categories, Foothill area 

and Sunland-Tujunga area, replace tha Foothill Wells area. 
ah Nitrite pollution in the groundwater of the Sunland-Tujunga area currently precludes direct MUN uses. Since the ground water in this area can be treated or blended (or both), ~retains the MUN designation. 
ai All of the ground water in the Main San Gabriel Basin is covered by the beneficial uses listed under Main San Gabriel Basin-eastern area and westem area. Walnut Creek, Big Dalton Wash and little Dalton Wash 

separate the eastem area from the western area (see dashed line on Fig. 2-17). Any ground water upgradient of these areas is subject to downgradient beneficial uses and objectives, as explained in Footnote ac 
aj The border between Regions 4 and 8 crosses the Upper Santa Ana Valley Ground Water Basin. 
ak Ground water in the Conejo-Tierra Rejada Volcanic Area occurs primarily in fractured vocanic rocks in the western Santa Monica Mountains and Conejo Mountain areas. These areas have not been delineated on Fig. 1-9. 
al With the exception of ground water in Malibu Valley (DWR Basin No. 4-22). ground waters along the southern slopes of the Santa Monica Mountains are not considered to comprise a major basin and accordingly 

have not t>een designated a basin number by DWR or outlined on Fig t-9. 
am DWR has not designated basins for ground waters on the San Pedro Channel Islands. 


