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Mr. Sree Kumar 
Assistant Deputy Director 
Los Angeles County Flood Control District 
900 S. Fremont Avenue, Annex 2nd Floor 
Alhambra, CA 91803 

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQESTED 
No. 7008 1140 0002 8671 9479 

TECHNICALLY CONDITIONED WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION FOR 
PROPOSED LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEBRIS BASIN MAINTENANCE PROJECT 
(172 BASINS) (Corps' Project No. 2003-00411-BLR), LOS ANGELES COUNTY (File No. 
02-144,2015 RENEWAL) 

Dear Mr. Kurriar, 

Regional Board staff has reviewed your request on behalf of Los Angeles County Flood Control 
District (LACFCD) for an amendment of the Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification for the above-referenced project. This Certification shall supersede the previous 
2011 Amendment and 2013 Extension. 

I hereby issue an order certifying that any discharge from the referenced project will comply with 
the applicable provisions of sections 301 (Effluent Limitations), 302 (Water Quality Related 
Effluent Limitations), 303 (Water Quality Standards and Implementation Plans), 306 (National 
Standards of Performance), and 307 (Toxic and Pretreatment Effluent Standards) of the Clean 
Water Act, and with other applicable requirements of State law. ·This discharge is also regulated 
under State Water Resources Control Board Order No. 2003 - 0017 - DWQ, "General Waste 
Discharge Requirements for Dredge and Fill Discharges That Have Received State Water Quality 
Certification" which requires compliance with all conditions of this Water Quality Certification. 
Attachments A and B, enclosed, include the project information and conditions. 

The Applicant shall be liable civilly for any violations ofthis Certification in accordance with the 
California Water Code. This certification does not eliminate the Applicant's responsibility to 
comply with any other applicable laws, requirements and/or permits. 

Should you have questions concerning this Certification action, please contact Valerie Carrillo 
Zara, Lead, Section 401 Program, at (213) 576-6759. 

Samuel Unger, PE 
Executive Officer 

~-\ \ "ZorS 
Date 

CHARLES STR!NGER, CHAtR ! SAMUEL UNGER, EXECUTIVE OFFIGEFi 
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1. Applicant: 

ATTACHMENT A 

Project Information 
File No. 02-144 (2015 Renewal) 

Los Angeles County Flood Control District 
900 S. Fremont Avenue, Annex 2nd Floor 
Alhambra, CA 91803 

Phone: (626) 458-4145 Fax: (626) 458-4150 

2. Applicant's Agent: Jemellee Cruz 

3. Project Name: 

4. Project Location: 

5. Type ofProject: 

6. Project Purpose: 

Los Angeles County Flood Control District 
900 S. Fremont Avenue, Annex 2nd Floor 
Alhambra, CA 91803 

Phone: (626) 458-4170 Fax: (626) 458-4150 

Maintenance of 172 Debris Basins 

Throughout Los Angeles County. All debris basins included in this 
Certification are listed in Attachment C. 

Debris basin cleanouts and annual maintenance activities within 172 
debris basins. 

The purpose of the proposed project is routine maintenance of 172 
debris basins by the Los Angeles County Flood Control District 
(LACFCD). Debris accumulates in these basins during erosional storm 
events and decreases flood control capacity. 

The project primarily includes periodic sediment excavation, land 
clearing, repair and maintenance of existing debris basin facility 
structures and appurtenances; fuel modification; annual mowing (either 
mechanically or by hand with hand tools); and vegetation removal to 
restore the basins to their original flood design capacity. Continued 
maintenance and excavation is needed at these facilities for the 
protection of the public and prevention of property damage and loss of 
life due to flooding. 

7. Project Description: Project activities will include the removal of mud, rock and deb:i:is from 
172 debris basins .. Vegetation which has been buried by sediment and 
debris will also be removed from within the basins. Sediment and 
vegetation removal may occur several times per year or following a 
single storm event. 

The frequency of cleanouts will be dependent upon watershed 
conditions, including previous occurrence of brush fires and subsequent 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Project Information 
File No. 02-144 (2015 Renewal) , 

vegetative recovery, occurrence and magnitude of winter rains. Capital 
flood designations are made according to LACFCD's standards using a 
50-year rainfall event in mountainous saturated watersheds. 

REGULAR SEDIMENT REMOVAL: 

Sediment removal is authorized under the following three (3) 
conditions: 

1. When the quantity of sediment in a debris basin has reached 25% 
capacity or mote for non-burned watersheds. 

2. When a debris basin has reached 5% or more of the basin's 
capacity and when more than 20% of the watershed upstream of the 
sediment entrapment basin has burned withjn the previous 5 years. 

3. Or, when cleanouts do not meet the above requirements, with 
prior approval from the Regional Board. Special circumstances 
may include compliapce with vector control, California Division of 
the Safety of Dams (DSOD) requirements, and undersized debris 
basins. 

The estimated area at the 25% capacity levels within each 0f the basins 
ranges from 0.05 acres to 8.94 acres. 

ONGOING MAINTENANCE: 

In addition to sediment removal and disposal, other ongoing annual 
maintenance activities are authorized to correct deficiencies and 
maintain facilities at their originally designed pre-storm conditions. 

Structural integrity requirements: 
LACFCD is required by DSOD to drain ponded water behind debris. 
basins under the jurisdiction of the Department of Water Resources, 
and to clear vegetation from the dam structures to maintain structural 
integrity. The entrainment channel and the areas immediately 
surrounding the outlet towers must be routinely maintained in order to 
keep the outlet towers from clogging. 

Vector control: 
Any basins with ponded or stagnant water in the basin will be treated 
by Vector Control for mosquito abatement purposes. In addition, the 
requirements for maintenance of the entrainment channels on non-
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ATTACHMENT A 

Project Information 
File No. 02-144 (2015 Renewal) 

DSOD jurisdictional debris basins will be in effect. 

Fire hazard (fuel modification) maintenance: 
Annual fire hazard (fuel modification) vegetation clearing (200 feet 
from a structure) is necessary to comply with the California Fire Code 
requirements. These fire brush clearing activities include, but are not 
limited to, the removal of non-native or invasive vegetation, mowing of 
brush, removing dead plants, trees, or tree trunks, and trimming of trees 
and other vegetation on debris basin slopes or other areas of a facility 
that may have the potential for fire hazard during the ·dry summer 
months. These fire brush clearing activities will be conducted during . 
the spring and/ or summer season. In order to avoid impacts to 
nesting/breeding birds, qualified biologists will conduct nesting bird 
surveys prior to any clearing activities. 

The other ongoing annual maintenance activities to correct deficiencies 
and maintain facilities at their originally designed pre-storm conditions 
include: 

1. Annual mowing of vegetation within 25 percent capac~ty area of 
the basin; . 

2. Clearing vegetation and debris from the outlet towers and 
discharge conduits; 

3. Maintenaning an entrainment channel (no more than .10 feet 
wide) and a 15-foot wide area immediately around outlet towers of 
basin (20-foot wide for basins with inspection manholes located 

·above the outlet towers); 
4. In cases where a basin, in a non-burned watershed that has less 

than 25% capacity, has sufficient accumulated debris to require 
clearing around the outlet tower (i.e., greater than 5-feet deep from 
the bottom of the basin), sediment clearing around the tower to 
ensure a clean tower inlet. This sediment clearing will require 
excavating a 15-foot radius from the tower's outer surface to the 
basin bottom elevation. This bottom basin elevation will be as 
shown on the ultimate cut plan for that basin. At. the outer 
circumference of the 15-foot cleared area, a 2:1 slope will be 
constructed to meet the existing debris surface. This will ensure that 
no material will fall against the tower during or after a storm event. 
Therefore, excavating will require additional vegetation and 
sediment removals, as necessary, to create a 2:1 slope from the top 
of the sediment to the bottom of the excavated area to operate a 
backhoe (or gradall) and provide access for a truck to remove the 
excavated debris. 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Project Information 
File No. 02-144 (2015 Renewal) 

5. Repairing access roads, erod~d basin slopes and embankments, 
spillways, down drains, trash barriers, graffiti removal, outlet 
towers, inlet chutes, fencing, fac::ing slabs, buildings and their 
appurtenances. These activities are included under this 
Certification, only if any impacts are within the same footprint of 
the stmcture or facility. No new impacts will be allowed without 
prior approval from the Regional Board or permitted under a 
separate 401 Certification (ifnecessary); 

6. Removing ponded water, trash, and invasive vegetation/weeds 
for vector control purposes (in compliance with requirements for 
vector control); 

7. Annual fire hazard (fuel modification) vegetation clearing to 
comply with California Fire Code requirements; 

8. Vector control spraying; and 
9. Clearing of dam face and embankments. 

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES: 

. LACFCD will perform the following one-time repairs and restoration 
of existing structures back to previously existing conditions, under this 
Certification. 

On outlet towers whieh are not seismically designed up to DSOD 
regulations, a sloping tower may be installed. The sloping towers are 
needed until the outlet towers can . be completely replaced. These 
sloping towers, consisting of .cormgated steel pipes (CSP), will be 
drilled and connected to the existing outlet tower and will be placed on 
top of the existing downstream concrete spillway embankment slope. 
This sloping tower installation will act as a secondary dewatering 
mechanism to alleviate any clogging situations if the outlet tower itself 
should become obstmcted. Minor regrading of accumulated sediment 
around the existing tower may be required to ensure that these towers 
(and equipment access) meet the bottom grade of the existing outlet 
tower. If water is present, a Surface Water Diversion Plan will be 
implemented. Work will commence after completion of the scheduled 
mowing activities to minimize any impacts on vegetation and to avoid 
4npacts to nesting/breeding birds. 

Wilson Debris Basin · 
Through the CEQA process with California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW), LACFCD has been required to provide a vegetation 
management plan for the Wilson Debris Basin, which will allow for 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Project Information 
File No. 02-144 (2015 Renewal) 

vegetation clearing occurring in phases, rather than in its entirety. 
CDFW required LACFCD to demonstrate that with each phase of 
vegetation clearance, there will still be sufficient habitat and resources 

. !or wildlife species. The plan will provide two phases of vegetation 
management clearing and has been finalized and approved by CDFW. 

Spinks Debris Basin 
The maintenance area for the Spinks Debris basin will be modified to 
include the upstream portion of the basin that was inadvertently left out 
of the original maintenance permit. The entire basin consists of north 
and south basins, which are separated by the access road. The new 
maintenance area will cover a total of 2.31 acres in lieu of the original 
1.23 acres. Maintenance of the upstream area also consists of 
maintenance and restoration of the existing 1 00-feet long by 8-feet 
wide by 4-feet high earthen berm that is armored with derrick stone 
materials. This berm is used to divert storm flows entering the north 
end of the basin from the side canyon to drain into the existing culverts 
underneath the. access road. 

Santa Anita Debris Basin 
Through the CEQA process with CDFW, LACFCD has been required 
to provide a vegetation/sediment management plan for the Santa Anita 
Debris Basin, which will allow for annual maintenance activities to 
satisfy DSOD requirements, and although Santa Anita Debris Basin is · 
at 25 percent sediment capacity which qualifies for complete sediment 
cleanout, CDFW requires vegetation and sediment clearing in phases, 
rather than sediment cleanout in its entirety. CDFW is requiring 
LACFCD to demonstrate that with each phase of vegetation and 
sediment clearance, thete will still be sufficient habitat and resources 
for wildlife species. 

For DSOD purposes, annual maintenance includes cutting a 10-foot 
wide entrainment channel from the back of the basin to the outlet tower 
for drainage, clearing vegetation and sediment 15-foot wide radius 
from around the outlet tower, and clearing along a 20-foot wide path 
from the toe of the spillway embankment for dam safety inspection. 

Once the phased vegetation/sediment plan has been finalized and 
approved by CDFW, LACFCD shall submit a copy to the Regional 
Board. 

Englewild Debris Basin 
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8. Federal 
Agency/Permit: 

9. Other Requited 
Regulatory 
Approvals: 

10. California 
Environmental 
Quality Act . 
(CEQA) 
Compliance: 

11. Receiving 
Water/Designated 
Beneficial Uses: 

12. Impacted Waters 
of the United 
States: 

12. Dredge Volume: 

13. Related Projects 
Implemented/to be 
Implemented by 
the Applicant: 

ATTACHMENT A 

Project Information 
File.No. 02-144 (2015 Renewal) 

This basin is significantly undersized and will require sediment 
dearing whenever the basin reaches 5 percent basin capacity, 

. regardless of the upstream watershed conditions. 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Regional General Permit No. 45 (Permit No. 2003-00411-BLR) 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
CDFW SBAA 1600-20Q8-0290-R5 Section 1605 Long-Term 
Maintenance Agreement 

The proposed project is. Categorically Exempt from CEQA pursuant to 
the CEQA Guidelines, Section 15301 (Existing Facilities). 

See Attachment D 

Non-wetland waters (vegetated debris basins): When the quantity of 
sediment within the basin has reached 25% capacity or more (one-fourth 
of the design capacity), the surface area at that elevation is utilized to 
determine the total impact area. 

• Estimated area at the 25% capacity levels for the basins range 
from 0.05 acres to 8.94 acres. 

• The majority of the basins (106) are 3.00 acres or less at 25% 
capacity. 

None 

A Water Quality Certification for cleanout of 115 debris basins was 
issued to LACFCD on January 15, 2004, under File No. 02-144. A 
Water Quality Certification for cleanout of 159 debris basin cleanouts 
was issued on Oct6ber 24, 2008, under File No. 02-144. The October 
24, 2008 certification was amended in 2011 to authorize c1eanout of 165 
debris basins and was extended ori October 1, 2013 until October 15, 
2014. 
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14. Avoidance/ 
Minimization 
Activities: 

15. Required 
Compensatory 
Mitigation: 

ATTACHMENT A 

Project Information 
File No. 02-144 (2015 Renewal) 

This certification authorizes the cleanout of 172 debris basins, under 
File No. 02-144. Basins added into this Certification have previously 
been issued separate, individual, certifications. 

The Applicant has proposed to implement several Best Management 
Practices, including, but not limited to, the following: 

• Any natural areas above the 25% capacity (mow area/design 
contour) area, including areas within the 26% to 100% capacity 
area, slopes and areas in uplands shall be avoided; 

• Vegetation and sediment clearing upstream of the debris basin 
with accumulation (deposition). The clearing limits will be within 
the original design contours for areas above the 25% contour area; 

• The 26 

• % to 1 00% capacity area shall not be disturbed by any means 
unless: sediment deposition has occurred in ·that area and the 
sediment must be removed to restore capacity; unless approved 
exotic species removal is. to occur; or unless there is a need to 
mow vegetation, trim trees, or remove dead brush, limbs or trees 
to comply with the California Fire Code; 

• . Storage areas for equipment and materials shall be located outside 
of any flowing waters; and shall be removed prior to any 
predicted rain event; 

• Any equipment and vehicles driven shall be checked and 
maintained daily, to minimize leaks of liquids harmful to aquatic 
life; 

• Clean-up of all spills shall begin promptly after spillage; and 

• No equipment maintenance shall take place within or near any 
stream channel where pollutants from the equipment may impact 
water quality. 

LACFCD will comply with all specifications of the Mitigation and 
Monitoring Program and the Maintenance Plan prepared specifically for 
this project, which required approval of the Regional Board and CDFW. 

The proposed debris maintenance activities will consist of over 185 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Project Information 
File No. 02-144 (2015 Renewal) 

acres of impact within the 25% mowing/design contour boundary line. 
Compensatory mitigation for most of these debris basins was conducted 
at the time the deb:ris basin was estal:Hished. However, in 2011, the 
LACFCD calculated an impact to 21.41 acres which had not had 
comp'ensatory mitigation asse~sed. In order to assess the function and 
values of the debris basins in which mitigation would be required, 
LACFCD in conjunction with Bon Terra Consulting . developed a 
ranking formula for each basin and the associated mitigation required 
(LACFCD Final Debris Basin Rankings, 0811 0). The ranking formula 
took the following into consideration: the value and type(s) of 
vegetation and associated habitat impacted; and general ratios required 
by Regional Board and California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW). The mitigation ratios utilized ranged from 5:1 to 1:1 (high
value impacts to low-value impacts). 

Based upon the impact assessments, a total of 21.41 acres of 
compensatory mitigation was required by the Regional Board in 2011. 
Of these 21.41 acres, a total of 6.42 acres was preserved on-site and a 
total of 14.99 acres of off-site mitigation was required. A Final 
Mitigation Plan for the 14.99 acres was submitted and approved by the 
Regional Board in coordination with CDFW and A CO E. 

In August 2011, LACFCD entered into an Enhancement Agreement 
with the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority (MRCA) 
such that MRCA, on behaJf of LACFCD, provided 14.99 acres of 
mitigation. The. mitigation cost was $2.6 Million. The 14.99-acre 
mitigation was split into , 10 acres of acquisition and 5 acres of 
restoration. MRCA continues to provide the annual mitigation report. 

This Certification authorizes the cleanout of 172 debris basins. Basins 
added into this Certification since 2011 have previously been issued 
separate, individual certifications in which mitigation requirements for 
future maintenance impacts have been assessed and fulfilled. 

8 of8 



STANDARD CONDITIONS 

ATTACHMENT B 

Conditions of Certification 
File No. 02-144 (2015 Renewal) 

Pursuant to §3860 of Title 23 of the California Code of Regulations (23 CCR), the following 
three standard conditions shall apply to this project: 

1. This Certification action is subject to modification or revocation upon administrative or 
judicial review, including review and amendment pursuant to §13330 of the California 
Water Code and Article 6 (commencing with 23 CCR §3867). 

2. This Certification action is not intended and shall not be construed to apply to any activity 
involving a hydroelectric facility and requiring a Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) license or an amendment to a FERC license unless the pertinent certification 
application was filed pursuant to 23 CCR ·Subsection 3855(b) and the application 
specifically identified that a FERC license or amendment to a FERC license for a 
hydroelectric facility was being sought. 

3. Certification is conditioned upon total payment of any fee required pursuant to 23 CCR 
Chapter 28 and owed by the Applicant. 

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS 

Pursuant to 23 CCR §3859(a), the Applicant shall comply with the following additional . 
conditions: 

1. The Applicant shall submit to this Regional Board copies of any other fmal permits and 
agreements required for this project, including, but not limited to, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers' (ACOE) Section 404 Permit and the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife's (CDFW) Streambed Alteration Agreement. These documents shall be 
submitted prior to any discharge to waters of the State. 

2. The Applicant shall adhere to the most stringent conditions indicated with either this 
Certification, the CDFW's Streambed Alteration Agreement, or the ACOE Section 404 
Permit. 

3. The Applicant shall comply with all water quality objectives, prohibitions, and policies set 
forth in the Water Quality Control Plan, Los Angeles Region (1994), as amended. 

4. The Avoidance/Minimization activities proposed by the Applicant as described m 
Attachment A, No. 14, are incorporated as additional conditions herein. 
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ATTACHMENT B 

Conditions of Certification 
FileNo. 02-144 (2015 Renewal). 

5. The Applicant and all contractors employed by the Applicant shall have copies of this 
Certification, and all other regulatory approvals for this project on site at all times and shall 
be familiar with all conditions set forth. 

6. Fueling, lubrication, maintenance, operation, and storage ofvehicles and equipment shall ncit 
result in a discharge or a threatened discharge to waters of the State. At no time ·shall the 
Applicant use any vehicle or equipment which leaks any substance that may impact water 
quality. Staging and storage areas for vehicles and equipment shall be located outside of 
waters of the State. 

7. All excavation, construction, or maintenance activities shall follow best management 
practices to minimize impacts to water quality and beneficial uses. Dust control activities 
shall be conducted in such a manner that will not produce downstream runoff. 

8. No construction material, spoils, debris, or any other substances associated with this project 
that may adversely impact water quality standards, shall be located in a manner which may 
result in a discharge or a threatened discharge to waters of the State. Designated spoil and 
waste areas shall be visually marked prior to any excavation and/or construction activity, 
and storage of the materials shall be confined to these areas. 

9. The Applicant shall implement all necessary control measures. to prevent the degradation. of 
water quality from the proposed project in order to maintain compliance with the Basin Plan. 
The discharge shall meet all effluent limitations and toxic and effluent standards established·. 
to comply with the applicable water quality standards and other appropriate requirements, 
including the provisions of Sections 301, 302, 303, 306, and 307 of the Clean Water Act. 
This Certification does not authorize the discharge by the applicant for any other activity 
than specifically described in the 404 Permit. · 

10. The Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP) Plan for Soft Bottom Channel 
Maintenance Activities within the Malibu and Santa Monica Canyon Watersheds dated 
April 1, 2010, shall continue to be implemented. The HACCP Plan shall be updated as 
necessary. 

11. The discharge shall not: a) degrade surface water communities and populations including 
v~rtebrate, invertebrate, and plant species; b) promote the breeding of mosquitoes, gnats, 
black flies, midges, .or other pests; c) alter the color, create visual contract with the natural 
appearance, nor cause aesthetically undesirable discoloration of the receiving waters; d) 
cause formation of sludge deposits; or e) adversely affect any designated beneficial uses. 

12. The Applicant shall allow the Regional Board and its authorized representative entry to the 
premises, including all mitigation sites, to inspect and undertake any activity to determine 
compliance with this Certification, or as otherwise authorized by the California Water Code. 
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ATTACHMENT B 

Conditions of Certification 
File No. 02-144 (2015 Renewal) 

. 13. Application of pesticides must be supervised by a certified applicator and be in conformance 
with manufacturer's specifications for use. Compounds used must be appropriate to the 
target species and habitat. All pesticides directed toward aquatic species must be approved 
by the Regional Board. Pesticide utilization shall be in accordance with State Water 
Resources Control Board Water Quality Order Nos. 2011-0003-DWQ, for Aquatic Animal 
Invasive Species Control; 2011-0004-DWQ, for Spray Applications; 2011-0002-DWQ, for 
Vector Control; and 2013-0002-DWQ, for Weed Control. 

14. No maintenance activities shall take place in any areas where there is potential for any rare, 
threatened, or endangered species prior to completion of a formal or informal consultation 
with the responsible wildlife agencies. Upon completion of the consultation with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, or other appropriate agencies, if such consultation is required by 
law or regulation and has not already occurred. The Applicant shall submit a copy of the 
consultation results to this Regional Board. Any conditions required by the approving 
agency for the protection of any protected species shall be incorporated into this 
certification. 

15. No activities involving vegetation removal shall be executed between March 15th and August 
15th of each year, unless a qualified biologist performs the required nesting bird survey(s) 
prior to start of work. 

·16. The Applicant shall not conduct any maintenance activities within waters of the state during 
any period when site conditions would lead to excessive erosion. If any maintenance 
activities are to be held within five (5) days of a predicted rainfall event, the Applicant shall 
stage materials necessary to prevent water degradation on site, and shall ensure that all 
stabilization procedures are completed prior to the rainfall event. 

17. The Applicant shall utilize the serviGes of a qualified biologist with expertise in riparian 
assessments during all clearing activities involving vegetation clearing. The biologist shall 
be readily available on site during clearing activities to ensure that all protected areas are 
marked properly and ensure that no vegetation outside the specified areas is removed. The 
biologist sha~l have the authority to stop the work, as necessary, if instructions are not 
followed. The biologist . shall be available upon request from this Regional Board for 
consultation within 24 hours of request of consultation. 

~ 8. No activities shall involve wet excavations (i.e., no excavations shall occur below the 
seasonal high water table). A minimum 5-foot buffer zone shall be maintained above the 
existing groundwater level. If· construction or groundwater dewatering is proposed or 
anticipated, the Applicant shall file a Report of Waste Discharge to this Regional Board 
and obtain any necessary NPDES permits/Waste Discharge Requirements prior to 
discharging waste. Sufficient time should be allowed to obtain any such permits (generally 
180 days). If groundwater is encountered without the benefit of appropriate permits, the 
Applicant shall cease all activities in the areas where groundwater is present, file a Report of 
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ATTACHMENT B 

Conditions of Certification 
File No. 02-144 (2015 Renewal) 

Waste Discharge. to this Regional Board, and obtain any necessary permits pnor to 
discharging waste. 

19. All project activities not included in this· Certification, and which may require a permit, must 
be reported to the Regional Board for appropriate permitting. Stabilization and grading, as 
well as any. other ground disturbances, are subject to restoration and revegetation 
requirements, and may require additional certification action. · 

20. All surface waters, including ponded waters, shall be diverted away from areas undergoing 
grading, construction, excavation, vegetation removal, and/or any other activity which inay. 
result in a discharge to the receiving water. If surface water diversions are anticipated, the 
Applicant shall develop and submit a Surface Water Diversion Plan (plan) to this Regional 
Board. The plan shall include the proposed method and duration of diversion activities, 
structure configuration, construction materials, equipment, erosion and sediment controls, 
and a map or drawing indicating the locations of diversion and discharge points. 
Contingency measures shall be a part of this plan to address various flow discharge rates. 
The plan shall be submitted prior to any surface water diversions. If surface flows are 
present, then upstream and downstream monitoring for the following shall he implemented: 

•PH 
• temperature 
• dissolved oxygen 
•turbidity 
• total suspended solids(TSS) 

Analyses must be performed using approved US Environmental Protection· Agency methods, 
where applicable. These constituents shall be monitored for on a daily basis dtiring the first 
week of diversion and/or dewatering activities, and then on a weekly basis, thereafter, until 
the in-stream work is complete. 

Results of the analyses shall be submitted to this Regional Board as part of the Annual 
Monitoring Report. A map or drawing indicating the locations of sampling points shall be 
included . with each submittal. Diversion activities shall not result in the degradation of 
beneficial uses or exceedance of water quality objectives of the receiving waters. 
Downstream TS S shall be maintained at· ambient 1levels. Where natural turbidity is between 
0 and 50 Nephelometric Turbidity Units (NTU), increases shall not exceed 20%. Where 
natural turbidity is greater than 50 NTU, increases shall not exceed 10%. Any such 
violations may result in corrective and/or enforcement actions, including increased 
monitoring and sample collection. 

If diversion. is not possible due to area restrictions or emergency situations, the Regional 
Board must be notified in writing for approval. The.notification must include information 
regarding reasons diversion is not feasible .or not applicable. 
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ATTACHMENT B 

Conditions of Certification 
File No. 02-144 (2015 Renewal) 

21. The Applicant shall restore all areas of temporary disturbance in areas outside of the basin 
where vegetation has been temporarily impacted, that could result in a discharge or a 
threatened discharge to waters of the State. Restoration shall include revegetation with 
native species to the extent feasible. The Applicant shall implement all necessary Best 
Management Practices to control erosion and runoff from areas associated with this project. 

22. LACFCD is not required to provide any additional compensatory mitigation for the proposed 
additional 14 new debris basins. The developers who previously built these facilities 
provided the required maintenance mitigation as part of obtaining maintenance permits prior 
to their transfer to LACFCD. 

23. The Applicant must notify the Regional Board in writing 3 0-days prior to any basin being 
proposed for addition or deletion from this Certification. The Applicant must include the 
completed formal or informal consultation results from all appropriate agencies responsible 
for rare, threatened, or endangered species as part of their notification. All conditions that 
are required by the approving responsible agencies for the protection of any protected 
species shall be incorporated into this certification. The written notification must include 
the name of the basin, location, longitude/latitude coordinates, reason for removal, the total 
acres proposed for maintenance, and the future maintenance procedures proposed. 

24. The Applicant shall include Geographical Positioning System (GPS) coordinates of the 5% 
and 25% capacity boU.ndaries in decimal-degrees format, outlining the boundary of each of 
the project areas. 

25. The project proponent shal_l submit an Annual Report by June 30th each year. The report 
shall describe in detail all of the project activities actually performed during the previous 
storm season within any of the debris basins. This report shall include as a minimum, the 
following documentation: 

(a) Color photo documentation of the pre- and post-project conditions within each basin in 
an easy to interpret format; 

. (b) The overall status of project including a de~ailed schedule of work ari.d Maintenance 
Plan for future activities; 

(c) Copies of all permits revised as required in Additional Condition 1; 

(d) Water quality monitoring results for each basin compiled in a spreadsheet format; 

(e) A certified statement of"no net loss" of wetlands associated with this project; and 

(f) A certified statement from the permittee or his/her representative that all conditions of 
this certification have been met. 
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ATTACHMENT B 

Conditions of Certification . 
File No. 02-144 (2015 Renewal) 

26. The Applicant shall submit to this Regional Board Annual Mitigation Monitoring Reports 
by June 30th of each year documenting all restoration and mitigation efforts, including, 
percent survival by plant species and percent cover, if applicable. The reports shall include 
discussion of any monitoring activities and exotic plant control efforts. Representative pre
and post-photographs from designated stations shall be included in the reports. The reports 
shall be submitted by June 30th of each year for a minimum period of five (5)' years aftet 
planting or until mitigation success has been achieved. 

27. All applications, reports, or information submitted to the Regional Board shall be sigrl.ed: 

(a) For corporations, by a principal executive officer at least of the level of vice" president or 
his duly authorized representative, if such representative is responsible for the overall 
operation of the facility from which discharge originates; 

(b) For a partnership, by a 'general partner; 

(c) For a sole proprietorship, by the proprietor; 

(d) For a municipal, state, or other public facility, by either a principal executive officer, 
ranking elected official, or other duly authorized employee; and 

(e) A certified statement from the permittee or his/her representative that all conditions of 
this certification "have been met shall be submitted once their project has been 
completed. 

28. Each and any report submitted in accordance with this Certification shall contain the 
following completed declaration: 

"1 declare under penalty of layv that this document and all attachments were prepared under 
my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified 
personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of 
the person or persons who managed them system or those directly responsible for gathering 
the information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, 
accurate and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false 
information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations. 

Executed on the___;,_ ___ day of __ _;__ ___ at----'--~------
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ATTACHMENT B 

Conditions of Certification 
File No. 0.2-144 (2015 Renewal) 

29. All communications regarding this project and submitted to this Regional Board shall 
identify the Project F:ile Number 02-144 (2015 Renewal). Submittals shall be sent to the 
attention of the 401 Certification Unit. 

30. The Applicant shall notify this Regional Board in vvriting of any proposed custodial changes 
of the number of basins to be covered by this certification at least sixty (60) days prior to 
planned transfer of the reaches. A copy of the accepted transfer agreement shall be provided 
as part of this notification for approval. 

31. The Applicant or their agents shall report any noncompliance. Any such information shall be 
provided verbally to the Executive Officer within 24 hours from the time the Applicant 
becomes aware of the circumstances. A "Written submission shall also be provided within 
five days of the time the Applicant becomes aware of the circumstances. The vvritten 
submission shall contain a description of the noncompliance and its cause; the period of 
noncompliance, including exact dates and times, and if the noncompliance has not been 
corrected; the anticipated time it is expected to continue and steps taken or planned to 

. ·. reduce, eliminate and prevent recurrence of the noncompliance. The Executive Officer, or 
an authorized representative, may waive the vvritten report on a case-by-case basis if the oral 
report has been received within 24 hours. 

· 32. Enforcement: 

(a) In the event of any violation or threatened violation of the conditions of this 
certification, the violation or tmeatened violation shall be subject to any remedies, 
penalties, process or sanctions as provided for under state law. For purposes of section 
40l(d) ofthe Clean Water Act, the applicability of any state law authorizing remedies~ 
penalties, process or sanctions for the violation or threatened violation constitutes· a 
limitation necessary to assure compliance with the water quality standards and other 
pertinent requirements incorporated into this certification. 

(b) In response to a suspected violaticm of any condition of this certification, the State 
Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) or Region~ Water Quality Control Board 
(RWQCB) may require the holder of any permit or license subject to this certification 
to furnish, under penalty of perjury, any technical or monitoring reports the SWRCB 
deems appropriate, provided that the burden, including costs, of the reports shall be a 
reasonable relationship to the need for the reports and the benefits to be obtained from 
the reports. 

(c) In response to any violation of the conditions of this Certification, the SWRCB or 
RWQCB may add to or modify the conditions of this Certification as appropriate to 
ensure compliance. 
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ATTACHMENT B 

· Conditions of Certification 
File ~o. 02-144 (2015 Renewal) 

33. This certification shall expire five (5) years from the date of signature or shall be valid fdr a 
period of five (5) years in conjUII.ction with the issuance date of the ACOE 404 perrhit. The 
Applicant may request a renewal of this certification 180 days prior to its termination. 
Renewals may be granted in five year (5 year) increments, however, are subject to 
additional filing fees, and will require Regional Board approval. If the Applicant fails to, 
request a renewal prior to the certification's expiration, then the Applicant shall submit new 
application and appropriate filing fees. 
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ATTACHMENT C 

Los Angeles County Flood Control District 

172 Debris Basins (Master List) 



RWQCB - 172. DEBRIS BASINS (Master) LIST 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT (rev. 7-30-14) 

FACILITY ADDRESS USGS Hydrologic I Watershed Boundty I LATITUDE I LONGITUDE I UPSTREAM CANYON 
Unit No. Dataset (WBD) WATERCOURSE 
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RWQCB - 172 DEBRIS BASINS (Master) LIST . 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT (rev. 7-30-1 

FACILITY ADDRESS USGS Hydrologic I Watershed Boundry I LATITUDE I LONGITUDE I UPSTREAM CANYON 
Unit No. Dataset (WBD) WATERCOURSE 

··Attachment C 
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FACILITY 

RWQCB - 172 DEBRIS BASINS (Master) LIST 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY. FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT (rev. 7-30-14) 

ADDRESS USGS 
Hydrologic 

Unit No. 
Watershed Boundry 1 LATITUDE I LONGITUDE 

Dataset (WBD) 
UPSTREAM CANYON 

WATERCOURSE 



FACILITY 

Attachment C 

RWQCB - 172 DEBRIS BASINS (Master) LIST 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT (rev. 7-30-14) 

ADDRESS USGS 
Hydrologic 

Unit No. 
Watershed Boundry 

Dataset (WBD) 
LATITUDE I LONGITUDE 

UPSTREAM CANYON 
WATERCOURSE 



RWQCB - 172 DEBRIS BASINS (Master) LIST 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT (rev. 7-30-14) 

FACILITY ADDRESS USGS Hydrologic I Watershed Boundry I LATITUDE I LONGITUDE ·1 UPSTREAM CANYON 
Unit No. Dataset (WBD) WATERCOURSE 
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ATTACHMENTD 

Los Angeles County Flood Control District 
172 Debris Basins, Beneficial Uses 



RWQCB -172 DEBRIS BASINS Beneficial Uses 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT (rev. 7-30-14) 

FACILITY Beneficial Uses Watershed Boundry I UPSTREAM CANYON 
Dataset (WBD) WATERCOURSE 
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. RWQCB - 172 DEBRIS BASINS Beneficial Uses 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT (rev. 7-30-14) 

FACILITY Beneficial Uses Watershed Boundry I UPSTREAM CANYON 
Dataset (WBD) WATERCOURSE 
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RWQCB - 172 DEBRIS BASINS Beneficial Uses 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT (rev. 7-30-14) 

FACILITY Beneficial Uses Watershed Boundry I UPSTREAM CANYON 
Dataset (WBD) WATERCOURSE 
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RWQCB - 172 DEBRIS BASINS Beneficial Uses 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT (rev. 7-30-14) 

FACILITY Beneficial Uses 

Attachment D 

Watershed Boundry 
Dataset (WBD) 

UPSTREAM CANYON 
WATERCOURSE 



FACILITY 

Municipal and Domestic Supply MUN 
Industrial Service Supply IND 

Industrial Process Supply PROC 
Ground Water Recharge GWR 

Warm Freshwater Habitat WARM 
Wildlife Habitat WILD 

Rare, Threatened or Endange~ed RARE 
Spec1es 

Migration of Aquatic Organisms MIGR 
Spawning, Reproduction Early SPAWN 

Development 
Wetland Habitat WET 

Water Contact Recreation REC-1 
Non-water Contact Recreation REC-2 

Attachment D 

RWQCB - 172 DEBRIS BASINS Beneficial Uses 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT (rev. 7-30-14) 

Beneficial Uses-
Watershed Boilndry I UPSTREAM CANYON 

Dataset (WBD) · WATERCOURSE 


