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This TMDL was adopted by: 

The Regional Water Quality Control Board on January 24, 2002. 
'!be State Water Resollrces Control BoarJ on [Insert Date]. 
The Office of AJmm1Wative Law on [in<ert Datcj_ 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on [Insert Date]. 

1be following table summarizes the key elements of this TMD! .. 



(Interpretation of the numeric 
water quality nhjc<"live. used to 
calculale the waste load 
allocariom) 

of the 
1 use at many Santa Monica 

Bay (5MB} beaches. Swnruning in waters w1th elevated bacterial 
indicator densities has long been associated wi:h adverse health effects. 
Specifically, local and natwnal epidemiologwal sluJ1es compel the 
conclusion that there is a causal rcbtionship between adocrse health 
effects and recreational water quality, as measured by bacterial 

marine wat<.T to protect the water contact 
use_ targcll; are the most appmpriatc indicators of 

public health nsk m recreational waters. 

These bactenological objectives are scl forth in Chapter J of the Basin 
Plan, as amended hy the Regionul Board on October 25,2001. The 
objectives are based on four bacterial indicators and mclude both 
geometric mean limits and single sample hmiw. The Basin Plan 
objectives are a<; fOllows: 
_1_. _13-_o\ljng 3J!:-<li'Y GeometriC Mean Limits 
a_ Total colifonn dcn,ity shall not exceed 1,000/100 mi. 
b. I'ecal colifonn density shall not exceed 200/100 mL 
c. Enterococcus den"1ty shall not exceed 35/100 mi. 

2. Siug!e_Sample l0~m'l' 
a Total cohfonn JcnS!Iy shall not exceed 10,000/100 mi. 
b_ fecal cohform density shall not exceed 400/100 mi. 
c. Enterococcus density shall not exceed 10411 00 mi. 
d_ Tot:a.l coliform denslly shall not exceed 1,000/100 ml, 1fthe 

ratio of fecal-to-total coliform exceeds 0.1. 

The targets apply throughout the year_ The compliance point for 
the targets is the wave wa.<h1, wh~-rc there is a freshwater outlet 

,;,':;,:~::,~:,::: :~;;~,:; to the beach. or at ankl<;< Jcplh ·,,t 
b without a freshwater outlet. 

The geometric mean targets may not be exceeded at any t1me. For the 
single >ample targets, each existing shorclmc monitoring site is 
assigned an allowable number of exceedance days for two time periods 
(sununerdry weather and winter dry weather as defined in Table 7-
4.2a). (A sqmrate amendment will address the allowable nun>ber of wet 
weather exceedance days.) 

(I) 
quality at ""Y as good as ala 

reference site within the watershed and (2) there is no 

" . 1 i '" . beaches 

1 The wave wash is defmed as the point at which the stoml drain or creek emp!i~• and the effluent from the storm 
drain mitially m1xes with the recci•ing ocean water. 



!S ouppmted by the findmg that historical monitoring data from lho 
reference beach indicate no excccdances of the single sample targets 
during summer dry weather and on average only three percent 
cxceedance during w•ntcr dry weather. 



---

~-'!"". ~.<Jading CllJHlcity ' 1 
from the lo - ' - 1 ' indicator densities "t SMB beaches. capacity lS 

defined on terms ofbaclcrial ind,cator dcnsihcs, lh~ most 
appropriate f<Jr addressing pubhc health risk, and is equivalent to the 
numenc 

" " h 1 
shoreline monitonng S!lc that may 1 ' identified under "'Numenc Target.' 1 ' cxpr.,;sed as allowable excccdance days because the bacterial density 
and frequency of single sample exceedancc' are the most relevant to 
public health protection 

For each shoreline monilnrlng site and correspondmg subwatershed, the 
allowable number of cxccedance days is set for tv,o time penods. These 
two period• are: 
L summer dry weather (Apnl 1 to October 31 ), and 
2. winl~T dry weather (November 1 to March Jl)_ 

-
The allowable number of exceedancc days for a shoreline rne>nitoring 
site for each t1me period 1S based on the lesser of two criteria (I) 
exceedance days in the designated reference system and (2) cxcccdance 
days based on h1stoncal bactenological data at the monitonng 5lte_ Th1s 
ensures that shoreline bact<.'Iiologtcal water quality is at least as good as 
thalofu largely undeveloped system and that there is no dcgmdation of 
existing shoreilnc hactcriological water quality.' All responsible 
Junsdictions and respon" hie agcnc1c>3 within a sulm.,tcrshcd are 
JOmtly rcsponsibk forcomplymg with the allowable numher of 
exceedance days fm each a"ociated shorel1ne monitonng Site identified 
in Table 74.2u below. 

The three Pubhcly Owned Treatment Works (POTWs)' discharging to 

~~~ 
each given indw!<.lual WLAs of zero 

1 

' - dintwo1 OE'r · 
1 . . -

1 Storm Water Nl'DES 
1 • t: th:=, three NPOES p~nnits for 

the POTWs, and the authority vested m the Executive Officer VIa 13267 
of the Porter.Colognc Water Quality Control Act. 

With;~ "' ed~te~ -lli 

' In onler to fully protect pubhc hoalth, no excee<bnces are pemutted at aTiy shorehne momtonng location dunng 
summer dty weather (April 1 to October 31 ). In addiuon to being consistent with the 1\\o criteria, waste load 
allocations of zero (OJ exceedance days are further supported by the fact that the C!lifurnia Dep.trlmL'Tlt of Health 
SeJVices has established minimum protccti>c bactoriological standards - the = as the numeric targets m this 
TMDl.- which, when exceeded dunng the period April 1 to October 31, result in posting a beach ,.-rth a health 
haLllrd w•rning (California Code of Regulations, title 17, section 7958). 
3 

For the purpose' of this ThfDL, "responsible jurisdicnons and responsible ageTicics" mcludes: (1) local agencies 
that are responsible for discharges from a publicly o"ned treatment works to the Santa Monica Bay watershed or 
directly to the Bay, (2) k><:.l agencies that are permittees or eo· permittees on a nmnicipal storm water p<-Tinit, (3 J 
local OT stat< agencies that have jurisdiction over a heach adjacent to Santa Monica Bay, and (4) the Caltfomia 
Department of Transportation pursuant to its storm "ater permit 
4 

Ilypenon Wastewat<r Treatment Plan~ Joint Wat<r Pollution Control Plant, and Tapia Wastewater Redarnahon 
Facility_ 



Table 7-4.2a: Santa Monica Bay Beaches Ba:•:;";•,:m=:':''~';•:•::•:;~~;•::•::•:•::•::•; :::;:~::' 
Allowable Number of Days that May Exceed I 
Monitoring Sta~ons 

""""'Tho-"""""""'"""""""""""""- »inb.c<>y ""'""' ~ """""""" .,._, oo 11><10\boo""""" ,_ ~ '""'" Olnon-<a~..,.. ot.., W< m-0~ station. 
Tho....._ of-...,..,,"' .. _,._..,_.,..~- ............ 01 (11 ... """"""'- o.-{2) "'"""" """'" 01 """"""""' ... .., ... _..,- .. .._ 
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' A ""'"'""" ~ ,. ........ I<>< ""' ,...,... - ""' offeott" ""' or tt~ ThOlL ~ """ to "'"'""'""" 1M ~'"""'~ """'""""" <Ia)" .O,rlng ,...._. d'l' ''"""'" "'""' oo 
- mon!orl"" ,.., 



l 

T~blo 7-<1.2b_ Sanla Monica Bay Beaches Bactorla TMDL lmplemonlall0<1 Schedule (Dry Woatllerl: 
Required Reduction In Numb...- of Days Exceeding Slnglo Samplo Bacterial lndiCOIIor Targets fo~ Existing Shoreline Mon~o~ng 
Slallons 

Compl'""co Doadllno 

aod ....,.. .. ,. -.;;ooo durlng ,._,,.,....,.,,._. on aJ-n~ ,..,,,_., .. ,. . 

.. ~-'"'" ""'"'"""' "" """' "" ""' """"""""" " ..... """'"""' 





Table 7-4..3. Santa Monica Bav Beaches Bacteria TMDL (D Weather Onlv): Significant Dates 

Date Action 

120 days after the effective date Responsible jurisdictions and responsible agcncic~ must 
ofthe TMDL :;ubmlt coordinated shoreline monitoring plan(s), 

including a list of new sites or sites relocated to the wave 
wash at which time responsible jurisdictwns and 
responsible agencies will select between daily and weekly 
shoreline sampling_ 

120 days after the effective date Responsible jurisdictions and responstble agencies rrn,;t 
ofthe'D.:IDL identifY and provide documentation on 342 potent1al 

discharges to Santa Monica Bay beaches lislcd m 
Appendix C of the TMDL Staff Report dated January II, 
2002. Documentation must include a Report of Waste 
Discharge (ROWD) where necessary. 

Respons1hle JUrisdJctions and responSJhlc agencies must 

- 1dcntify and pro-. ide documentation on potential 
discharges to the Area of Special Eliological Significance 
(ASBS) m northern Santa Monica Bay from Latigo Point 
to the Connty I me_ 

Cessation of the disdrnrges into the ASBS shall be 
required in conformance with the California Ocean Plan. 

2 years after effective date of Re-open TMDL tn re..;valuatc allowable wmter dry 
!MDL weather exccedancc days ba<ed on add1t10nal data on 

bacterial indicator den.,iues in the wave wash, are-
cvalnation of the refcrt..'nCe system selected to set 
allowable cxcecdance levels, and a rc-c\ aluation of the 
reference year used m the calculation of allm<-ahle 
exceedance days. 

3 :;cars after cfftcllve date of the Achieve compliance wiTh allowable exce<:,dance days as 
TMDL set ti:>rth in Table 7-4.2a and rolling 30-Jay geometric 

mean target' during sumnKI dry weather (April I tn 
October 31). 

6 years after effecttvc date of the Ach1cvc compliance with allowable cxcccdancc days as 
TMDL set forth in Table 7-4_2a a~d rolling 30-day geometric 

mean targets during winter dry weather (November I to 
March 31). 


