
State of California 
Cnlifornia Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region 

RESOLUTION 1'\0. 04-023 
March 4, 2004 

Amendment to the Water Quality Control Plan for the Los Angeles Region 
to Amend the Total Maximum Daily Load for Trash in the Ballona Creek and 
Wetland. 

WHEREAS, the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles 
Region, rinds thnt: 

I. The rederal Clean Water Act (CW A) require< the California Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (Regional Board) to develop water quality objectives which are sufficient to 
protect benetlcial U'<C< for each water body found with1n its region. 

2. A con.<ent decree between the !J.S. EnvJ rnnmental Protection Agency (l JSEP A,), Heal the 
Bay, lnc. and Bay Keeper. Inc. was approved on March 22, 1999. 'l his cmm order dire<:ts 
the USEPA to complete Total Maximum Daily Load.> (T\1DL>) for all impaired waters 
"ithin 13 year>. A schedule "a" c:;lablishcd in the COTI>cnl decree for the ~ompletion of the 
first 29 "I />.lllLs within 7 years. The remaining 'I'MDLs will be sche<:Juled by Regional 
lloard .<talt withlll the I }-year pcr~od. 

3. The dcmcnls of a TMDL arc described in 40 CFR 130.2 and 130.7 ami section JOJ(J) of 
the CW A, a< well a<; in ll'iEPA guidance docurncnts (Report 'Jo. EPN440/4-91/00l). i\ 
r.v!I>L is Jdin•d '"I he sum of the individual wa,le load allocations for point source< and 
load allocations for nonpoint >muces and natural background (40 CFR I JO 2). Rcgulalwns 
further >I ipnbl<: I hal TMDLs must be >et at le\ eb necessary to attain and maintain the 
applicable narrative and numeric water quality standards w1th seasonal variations and a 
margin of satiety tltat lakes into ac~onnt any lack of knowledge concerning the relationship 
between eilluem limitations and water quality (,10 CFR IJ0.7( c)( I}). The T~gulal iOTI> in 40 
CFR 130.7 also state that TMDT s shall take inlo account critical condition> for stream 
flo,.., loading and "ater quality parameters 

'1 lJpon establishment ofTMDI.s by the State or USEPA, the Slate i> required to incorporate 
tbe TMDLs along with appropriate implementation mea>ures into the State Water Quality 
Management Plan ( 40 CFR 130 .6( c)( 1 ), 130.7). This \Vater Quality Control Plan fm the 
Los Angeles Region (Basin Plan), and applicable statewide plan>, sene a~ thu Stale Water 
Qual it)" Management Plan< goveming the w·at~r\hcrb under the jurisdictiDn of the Regional 
lloard_ 

5 _ Ball0na Creek i' located in I ,os Angc lcs County, C"Iifomia. Ballona Creek tlo"'' <I ightly 
over 1 0 "" ks from the City of J .n~ Angeles, through Cui\ er Ctl). reaching the ocean at 
Playa del Rcy. Adjacent to (he do"'n>tream channd of Ballona Creek are the r.1anna del 
Key Harbor, Ballona Lagoon. Venice CanaL<. Del Rey 1 ag.oon, and Ballor"' W ctbnrb. 
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6. On September 19, 2001, the Regional Board adopted the Ballona Creek and Wetland 
Trash TMDL. rhe TMDL sub>"')umlly v.as approved by the State Water Resource:; 
Control Board on February 19, 2002 and by the Office of Admmi.<tratiYe Law on July 18, 
2002. The United States Enviroruncntal Protection Ag~'Ilcy approved the Balluna Creek 
and Wetland Trash TMDL on August I, 2002_ 

7 The Oty of Los Angeles and the County of Los Ange]e, hath filed petition< 31ld 
complaml.s m Los Angeles Supenor Court challengmg the current Ballona Creek Trash 
TMDL. Subsequent negotiations led to a settlement agreement, which became effective 
on September 23, 2003. The Basin Plan amendment mcorporates the negottated language 
mto the Ballona C'reek and Wetland TMDL. 

8. On March 4. 201!4, prior to the Board's action on this resolution, pubhc heanngs were 
conducted on the Ballona Creek and Wetland Tmsh TMDL Notice of the hearing for the 
Ballona Creek and Weiland Trash TMDJ. was published in accordance With the 
rcquirm1cnt' of Water Cod~ ocction 13244. This notice wa; published in the Los Angdco 
Times_ 

~- In amending the Basm Plan, the Regional Boord considered the factor.< set tOrth in 
scchons 13240 and 13241 of the Watcr Code. 

10. The lllll~'I!dmcnt is conmtmt wtth the State Antidegradatton Policy (St~\c Board 
Resolunon No. 6g-l6), in that the changes to water quality obJectJves (i) conSider 
maximum benefit; to \he people of \he state, (ii) will not unrel!sonllbly ~ffect present llnd 
anticipated beneficial use of water.<, and (iu) will not re<ult in ""ter quality less than that 
presmbcd in policies. L1kcwisc, the llmcndmmt is ~omistml with the federal 
Ant1degradatwn Pol1cy ( 40 CFR 13 ]_ 12) 

ll_ The basin planmng process has been certified as funcnonally equinlent to the California 
Environmental Quality Act requirements for pn.:paring: environm~'Iltal documents (Public 
Resources Code, section 2\0IJIJ et seq.) and as such, the reqmred environmental 
documental! on and CEQA cnvironmmtal chcckhst have been pwpared. 

12. The propo>K:d amendment results in no pokntial for l!dverse effect (de mm1mis fmdmg), 
e1ther mdividually or cumulatively, on WI Tdl ife_ 

13. The regulatmy action meets the "Necessoty" standard of th~ Admini>tm live Procc<lurcs 
Act, Gowmrncn\ Code, section 11353. ;ubdivision (b). 

]4_ The Basin Plan amendment mcorporahng minor ~hang:~; to the Ballona Creek and 
Weiland Trash TMDL must b-e suhmitted t(lr revoew and approval by lhc Stat~ Wai~r 
Rc,ourocs Control Board (State Board), the Stl!te Office of AdmmJSI!<ttlve Law (OAL), 
anJ the US.C.PA. 'l'he Basin Plan amendment w1l1 become etlectove upon approval hy 
OAT. and llSFPA_ A Notice ofDec1sion Will be filed. 

15. If Juring it; apprOvlll process the SWRCB or OAL dete1mines that mJnor_ non. 
substantive corrections to the language of the amendment are neede<lti.rr clarity or 
consistency, the Executive Officer may make such change>, and "hall mfonn the Board 
of any 'uch changes 
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THEREFORE, be it resolved that pursuant to sections 13240 and 13-242 of lhe Water 
Code, the Regional Board hereby amends the Basin Plan as follow~: 

Pursuant to sections 13240 and 13242 of the Cahforrua Water Code, the Regional Goard, 
after cons1denng the entire record, mcluding oral testimony at the hearing, hc'Tcby adopt:; 
the amendments to Chapters 3 and 7 of the Water Quahty Control Plan for the Los 
Angeles Reg10n, as set forth m Attachment A hereto, to mcorporate revisions to the 
Ball on a Creek and Wetland Trash TMDL 

2 The Executive Officer is directed to forv.ard copies of the Basin Plan amendment to the 
State Board m accordance wnh the requirements of sect ton 13245 of th-e Cahfom1a Water 
Code. 

3. '!he Regional Board reque>tS that the State Board approve the Basm Plan amendment m 
accordance wtth the requirements of sectiOns 13245 and 13246 of the California Watcr 
Code and for.vard it to OAL and the US!Ol' A. 

4. If dunng its approval proces.; the State Goard or OAL detennmes that mmor. non
substantive corrections to the language of the ammdmmt fire needed for clanty or 
con<IStency, the Executive Officer may make such changes. and shall infonn the Board 
of any such change>. 

5. The Fxecutove Officer" authorized to sign a Cemficate of Fee ExemptiOn_ 

I, Dennis A. Dickerson, Pxecut1ve Officer, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true. 
and correct copy of a re<olunon adopted by the California Regional Water Quahty Control 
lloarJ, Los !UI~'Cks Region, on March 4, 2004. 

Demus A. Dickerson 
flxecutive Offtcer 


