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At a hearing on November 4, 2010, the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control 
Board adopted Resolution No. R1 0-010, an amendment to the Water Quality Control 
Plan for the Los Angeles Region (Basin Plan). This Basin Plan amendment adds 
section 3939.43 to title 23 of the California Code of Regulations, and this new section 
establishes a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for debris in Nearshore and Offshore 
Santa Monica Bay. The amendment illustrates separate TMDL implementation plans 
for point source and non point source dischargers of trash. The amendment also 
establishes compliance deadlines for all responsible parties, and details how these 
deadlines may be extended if a party takes certain additional measures in furtherance 
of pertinent water quality goals. 

OAL approves this regulatory action pursuant to section 11353 of the Government 
Code. 
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Trru 23. Warers 
Division 4. Regional V/akr Quaid) Control Uourds 

Chapter 1. \Vater Quality Control Plnns, Policit:s, and Ciuidelincs 
Article 4. Los Angeles Region 

0 3939 .. :1:3. 11 A Total Maximum Daily Load Cor Debris in Nearshore and on~shore Sant<l Monica Bay. 

On November 4. 20 I 0, the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Conrml lloard (Regional Board) miopted 
Resolution No. RI0-010. amending the Waler ()uality Control Plan lor lhe Los Angeles Region (Basin 
Plan) by csrablishing a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) I(Jr debris in Nearshore and Offshore Santa 
Monica Bay. The TMDL establishes numeric targets nnd waste load allocations (\VLAs) for point 

sou1·ce discharges and load allocations (LAs) for nonpoin1 source discharges that are equal to '·zero'' trash 
and "zero" plastic pellets. 

To comply' ·with trash WLAs, responsible jurisdictions nnd agencies may install Executive Officer­
ccrtifiL;d full capture systems. or partial capture systems in con_i.unction with best managemem practices 
upon Executive Officer approval. Nonpoint source dischargers may achieve compliance \~1 ith trash LAs 
by i mplcmenti ng a program o I" minimum frequency of assessment and collection in conjunction with best 

mannp,emcnt practices. The TMDL establishes an eight-year implemcnLation schedule for point source 
dischargers of trash and a five-y·ear schedule for nonpoint source dischargers. Final compliance 

deadlines may be extended to eleven years for point source dischargers and eight years for nonpoint 
source dischargers if n city or county adopts local ordinances to ban plastic bags, smoking in public 
places, and single use expanded polystyrene food packaging \Nithin three years of the Regional Board 

adoption of the Debris TMDL. 

The TMDL assigns n V\'LA of zero plastic pellets to industrial facilities regulated through storm water 
NPDES permits and includes a five-year implementation schedule to achieve the WLA. The TMDL does 
not assign a plastic pellet WLA to MS4 permittees. Instead. MS4 permittees w1th industrial facilities or 
activities related to plastic pellet manufacturing, handling, or transportation under their jurisdiction must 

monitor for plastic pellets. establish triggers ror increased industrial l'~lcility inspections. and develop a 
plan for addressing possible plastic pellet spills. 


