
 
 
 

 

14 July 2017 

 

Daniel Sanchez, Water Quality Manager 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
6111 Bollinger Canyon Road, 3rd Floor 
San Ramon, CA 94583 

 
 

NOTICE OF APPLICABILITY 
 
 
WATER QUALITY ORDER 2003-0003-DWQ, STATEWIDE WASTE DISCHARGE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR DISCHARGES TO LAND WITH A LOW THREAT TO WATER 
QUALITY, PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY, DEWATERING DISCHARGES FROM 
NATURAL GAS PIPELINE REPLACEMENT PROJECT LINE R-532, MERCED COUNTY 
 

On 26 June 2017, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) submitted a Notice of Intent (NOI) to 
obtain coverage under Water Quality Order No. 2003-0003-DWQ, Statewide General Waste 
Discharge Requirements for Discharges to Land with a Low Threat to Water Quality (hereafter 
General Order) for discharges to land of groundwater from construction dewatering of trenches from 
Natural Gas Pipeline Replacement Project R-532 (Project) near Hilmar in Merced County.  Up to 
eight million gallons per day of dewatered groundwater will be discharged to approximately 27 acres 
of privately owned agricultural land in the vicinity of the Project. 
 
The submittals contain all the information required to evaluate applicability of the General Order.  
Based on the information provided in the NOI, the discharge meets the conditions of the General 
Order.  The discharge is hereby covered under General Order No. 2003-0003-DWQ-0174.  
Please include this number on all correspondence related to this discharge.   
 
This Project is also covered under General Permit 2009-0009-DWQ for construction storm water 
discharges (WDID#5F24C375827). 
 

PROJECT LOCATION 

Project R-523, includes the deactivation and replacement of approximately 3,000 feet of 8-inch 
diameter natural gas pipeline, along Lander Avenue starting approximately 1,300 feet north of 
Johnson Avenue and ending approximately 1,350 feet south of Bradbury Road in Merced County.  
This portion of Merced County is within the Sacramento and San Joaquin River Basins. 
 
The Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento and San Joaquin River Basins, Fourth Edition, 
revised July 2016 (hereafter Basin Plan), designates beneficial uses, establishes water quality 
objectives, and contains implementation programs and policies to achieve water quality objectives 
for all waters of the Basin. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The new pipeline segment will be installed using horizontal directional drilling, which will require 
excavations at three locations along the proposed alignment.  Pre-construction investigations 
identified the potential for groundwater to be encountered during the excavation and that 
dewatering of the excavations will be necessary.  Dewatering will be performed using in-pit 
submersible pumps or a series of groundwater extraction wells.  Groundwater will be dewatered 
and placed in a fractionation tank to allow sediment to settle.  PG&E will then transfer the 
extracted groundwater to agricultural land for discharge using water trucks or temporary pipelines.  
Preliminary pump tests indicate that two to eight million gallons per day of groundwater may need 
to be extracted.   
 
PG&E has obtained permission from the owners of Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 045-100-023 
(Sabino Herrera) and APN 045-330-018 (Lonnie Alvares) to accept the discharge of extracted 
groundwater.  Some of the extracted groundwater may also be used for dust control within the 
Project easement.  No indication of sensitive species or active waste sites have been reported for 
this location.  Samples of groundwater collected in the vicinity of the project to establish a baseline 
did not exceed water quality objectives.  Due to the fact that shallow groundwater will be extracted 
and discharged back into the same aquifer at or near the area from which it was extracted, the 
discharge poses little or no threat to water quality, provided the water is discharged in a manner to 
prevent runoff or discharges to a surface water.   
 
The discharge will comply with PG&E’s Best Management Practices (BMPs) for non-stormwater 
discharges.   As part of its Discharge Monitoring Plan (DMP), PG&E personnel will monitor all 
discharges to land on a daily basis to verify compliance with best management practices at the 
point of discharge and to ensure the discharge does not create a nuisance and that no runoff or 
discharge to surface water occurs.   
 
The General Order and this Notice of Applicability (NOA) regulate the discharge of dewatered 
groundwater from Natural Gas Pipeline Replacement Project R-532 to private property owned by 
Sabino Herrera and Lonnie Alvares in Merced County.  This NOA may be amended to add 
additional properties if necessary upon request by PG&E with permission from the appropriate 
property owner.   
 

FACILITY-SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS 

1. Any extraction wells shall be permitted, constructed, and permanently abandoned in 
accordance with Merced County requirements and under the oversight of the Merced 
County Division of Environmental Health 

2. Extracted groundwater shall be disposed of as described in the NOI and in accordance 
with the requirements contained in the General Order. 
 

3. Discharge of water at a location or in a manner different from that described in the NOI is 
prohibited. 

 
4. All technical reports required herein that involve evaluation, or other work requiring 

interpretation and proper application of engineering or geologic sciences, shall be 
prepared by or under the direction of persons registered to practice in California 
pursuant to California Business and Professions Code, section 6735, 7835, and 7835.1.  












































