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Tom Skjelstad, General Manager 
Donner Summit Public Utility District 
53823 Sherritt Lane 
Soda Springs, CA 95728 
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NOTICE OF APPLICABILITY, WAIVER OF WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
SPECIFIC TYPES OF DISCHARGE WITHIN THE CENTRAL VALLEY REGION, 
ORDER R5-2008-0182-0027, DONNER SUMMIT PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT, NEVADA 
COUNTY 
 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Central Valley Water Board) staff 
reviewed the 6 September 2012 Report of Waste Discharge (RWD) submitted by Donner 
Summit Public Utility District to apply for regulatory coverage under the Waiver of Reports of 
Waste Discharge and Waste Discharge Requirements for Specific Types of Discharge 
Within the Central Valley Region (Resolution R5-2008-0182) for the use of recycled water for 
dust control and soil moisture conditioning during construction of improvements at the District’s 
wastewater treatment facility (WWTF).  Resolution R5-2008-0182 (the waiver), which was 
adopted by the Central Valley Water Board on 4 December 2008, is a conditional waiver of 
waste discharge requirements for certain land discharges.   
 
The RWD contains the information required and the discharge as described in the RWD 
qualifies for coverage under Category 11 of the waiver.  You are hereby assigned 
Order R5-2008-0182-0027 for the discharge.  A copy of the waiver is enclosed and it is also 
available on the internet at: 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/board_decisions/adopted_orders/#waivers. 
 
Please familiarize yourself with the contents of the waiver, including the discharge and 
monitoring requirements.  The discharge must be conducted and managed in accordance with 
the requirements contained in the Order and with the information submitted in the RWD. 
 
DISCHARGE DESCRIPTION  
Donner Summit Public Utility District (Discharger) owns and operates the Donner Summit 
Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF) at 53823 Sherritt Lane in Shingle Springs, Nevada County 
The United State Forest Service owns the land (Assessor’s Parcel No. 47-021-04). 
 
The Discharger is constructing major improvements to the WWTF and proposes to use 
approximately 3,000 gallons per day of treated domestic wastewater for dust control and soil 
moisture conditioning during construction.  Construction is expected to last through 
November 2014.   
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The wastewater will be treated and disinfected pursuant Waste Discharge Requirements Order 
R5-2009-0034 (NPDES No. CA0081621).  The WWTF produces effluent that meets California 
Department of Public Health standards for disinfected tertiary-2.2 recycled water pursuant to 
California Code of Regulations, Title 22, section 60301.220.  Based on effluent monitoring 
completed in June and July of 2012, the discharge is expected to contain essentially no 
biochemical oxygen demand (BOD), up to 15 mg/L total nitrogen (primarily in nitrate form), and 
less than 2.2 MPN per 100 mL of total coliform organisms.  The electrical conductivity of the 
effluent will be approximately 500 µmhos/cm.   
 
Recycled water will be used as needed within the general area depicted on Attachment A of this 
Notice of Applicability, and will be managed to prevent runoff from the application area to 
surface waters.  On 7 September 2012, the California Department of Health Services (CDPH) 
issued written approval of the Discharger’s plan for the recycled water use described above 
provided that the Discharger complies with the following requirements: 
 

1. Effluent samples shall be obtained on each day during which recycled water used and 
tested for total coliform organisms pursuant to Monitoring and Reporting Program 
R5-2009-0034. 

2. Any effluent that does not meet the secondary-23 recycled water treatment levels shall 
be returned to the WWTF headworks and shall not be mixed with effluent that will be 
recycled. 

3. Operations shall be in compliance with the Recycled Water Guidelines attached to the 
7 September 2012 CDPH approval letter (which are also included as Attachment B of 
this NOA). 

 
The proposed discharge therefore qualifies for coverage under Category 11 of the waiver. 
 
MONITORING AND REPORTING  
The waiver includes specific monitoring and reporting requirements that you must comply with, 
including routine monitoring and reporting to the Central Valley Water Board.  Please review the 
Monitoring and Reporting Program closely and establish the appropriate record keeping system 
so that you are able to complete the required Annual Monitoring Report form, contained in the 
waiver.  The Annual Monitoring Report form must be submitted to our office by 1 February of 
each year, even if there is no discharge during the reporting year.  
 
GENERAL INFORMATION AND REQUIREMENTS 
The waiver includes specific and general conditions required for your operation.  In addition, you 
must maintain control over the discharge and operate in accordance with the information 
provided in your application, this Notice of Applicability (NOA), and the 7 September CDPH 
approval letter. 
 
Please review this NOA carefully to ensure that it completely and accurately reflects the facility 
name, location, and discharge.  Failure to comply with the requirements of the Order, including, 
but not limited to the Conditions of Discharge in Attachment A of the waiver, may result in 
enforcement action as authorized by provisions of the California Water Code, which could 
include civil liability.      
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Discharge of wastes not described in the RWD is prohibited.  If the method of waste disposal 
changes from that described in your application, you must submit an updated RWD to describe 
the new operation. 
 
Please note that the waiver will expire on 4 December 2013, at which time you must do one of 
the following: 

1. Submit a new application with a filing fee to obtain coverage under a subsequently 
adopted waiver; or 

2. Submit an application with a filing fee to apply for individual or general Waste Discharge 
Requirements, or  

3. Cease the discharge. 
 
If you have any questions regarding submitting an updated RWD, or questions about making 
changes to your permitted operations, please contact Robin Merod at (916) 464-4697 or 
rmerod@waterboards.ca.gov.   
 
All compliance and enforcement questions should be directed to Guy Childs of the Compliance 
and Enforcement Section at (916) 464-4648 or gchilds@waterboards.ca.gov. All monitoring 
reports must be submitted to Mr. Childs by the compliance due date. 
 
 
Original Signed by Rick Moss for 
  
PAMELA C. CREEDON 
Executive Officer 
 
Attachments: A – Site Plan 
 B – Guidelines for the Use of Reclaimed Water for Construction Purposes 
 
Enclosure:   Conditional Waiver of WDRs, Order R5-2009-0097 
  
cc w/o enc:  Gary Schultz, California Department of Public Health, Redding 

Wesley Nicks, Nevada County Environmental Health Department, Truckee



ATTACHMENT A 
ORDER R5-2008-0182-0027 

 



ATTACHMENT B 
ORDER R5-2008-0182-0027 
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