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Gentle Ladies:

On August 10, 2017, and over the next several days & weeks, Clear Lake experienced an immense
fish die-off. T have provided pictures to illustrate the severity of this event. Over several days, my
husband took 720 pounds of dead fish, the larger ones only, to the green waste dump. This die-off
was not confined to one area, but was evident in various areas around the lake: North Lakeport,
Windflower Point, The Oaks, Konocti Bay, West and East Baylis Point, Baylis Cove, Jago Bay (that
I know of.) None of the long-term residents and property owners in my area remembers anything
comparable. My husband has been coming to Clear Lake since the 1940s, and we have lived here
full time since 1995. Experts have stated the die-off was caused by lack of dissolved oxygen in the
water. This low oxygen level was the result of a large algae bloom following a sustained period of
high temperatures. Nutrient loading of the lake, partly due to erosion of upstream soils and partly,
I believe, due to upstream illegal farming of marijuana (and fertilization thereof) has continued
unabated, and even increased, despite a program to control it.

Since my husband and I moved here in 1995, there has been a project underway to restore Middle
Creek Marsh. After 20 years, this project has not been completed, due to lack of funding to buy out
the owners of the properties created in the marsh area by levees. If we ever hope to be in compliance
with the TMDLs, it is imperative that funding be found to complete this project, as much of the
nutrients come into the lake from Middle and Scotts creeks. I would hope that AB707 would be able
to provide some of that funding.

Meanwhile, we must NOT delay compliance with the TMDLs, as the conditions that led to the die-
off will continue and worsen. Since this county depends on tourism for its economic well-being,
the health of the lake is critical. Please help.

Yours truly,
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ALLEGED ARSONIST

record-bee.com

- Clayton Fire trial delayed again

By Zack Jordan
zjo rdu-n@rewrd beecom

LAKE COUN’!‘Y » A disposition is
still not completed for the alleged
arsonist who started the Clayton
Fire. A preliminary hearing has
now been set for November 1.
Damin Pashilk had a short ap-
pearance in the court room Fri-
day morning where his first pre-
liminary hearing was to be held
— a day shy of the one year anni-

versary of the blaze.

He has been in custody for a
year now facing 17 counts of ar-
son, not only for the disastrous
fire, but also for a series of smaller
burns in the same area. When
arrested, Pashilk was reportedly
in possession with methamphet-
amines and driving with a sus-
pended license, adding to the
charges he already is facing.

The fire lasted a little over a
month and was the cause of more

than $10 million in damages.

After further investigation on
Pashilk there was a link to be-
tween him and several other fires
that were started in Lower Lake
before the Clayton Fire erupted.
This led authorities to believe an
arsonist was involved in making
the fires.

With the continual push on
the trial, his sentence is still to
be determined. His set bail when

TRIAL » PAGE3

Damin Pashilk
appeared briefly
in Lake County
Superior Court on
Friday morning.
He is alleged to
have started the
Clayton Fire one

year ago.

RECAP
Thompson
visil: healthcare,
lax revenue,

Clear Lake

By Tammy Murga
tmurga@record-bee.com
tammyrmurga on Twitter

LAKE COUNTY » U.S, Representa-
tive Mike Thompson visited Lake
County on Thursday, holding sev-
eral public meetings and convers-
ing with residents about topics of
interest. This comes after several
members of congress abandoned
town hall gatherings due to pub-
lic anger.

Thompson spoke with City of
Hope representatives at the Lake
County Chamber of Commerce,
then made his way to the Lake
County Courthouse in Lakeport
for “(.()ft’ee with our Congress-
man.” His busy agenda concluded
at an evening town hall in Mid-
dletown, accompanied by the
Middletown Area Town Hall ad-
visory group and Distriet 1 Super-
visor Moke Simon. Over 50 people
showed up at the public meeting,

One of the Congressman’s more
lengthy discussions was on the
topic of healthcare. With the cur-
rent administration’s efforts to
repeal the Affordable Care Act
(ACA), Thompson shared the Con-
gressional Budget’s office analysis
stating that if a repeal took place,
around 45 million people would
lose their healthcare.

“We need to figure out how
both sides of the political spec-
trum can come together and
work on the ACA ... and expand
it to bring more pmp]e to quality
healthcare,” he said.

Thompson added that he would
like to see some form of single-
payer healthcare. When discuss-
ing the rise of insurance pricing,
Thompson said it is important to
lose advertising in medical pre-
scriptions,

Tax revenue came in second
in Thompson’s set of topics he

shared in Lakeport and Middle-
VISIT » PAGES
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NOW THAT SMELL

PHOTO COURTESY OF

Clear Lake fishing guide Ross England photographed this while carpet of dead shad and
other fish on Thursday at Windflower Point near Clearlake. Fish die-offs from Nice to
Clearlake Oaks have occurred in recent days. According to officials, the hot weather com-
bined with algae blooms has depleted shallow water, especially in many of the lake’s many
arms, of dissolved oxygen, which the fish need to survive, Fish that don’t move out of the
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VETERANS

VA office
pushes

for second
petition

By Zack Jordan
zj ordan. rewni beg.com

LAKE COUNTY » The Veterans Af-
fairs Office in Lake County is
looking to get another petition
signed by local veterans and sent
to their congressman.

This petition, unlike the last,
is to bring awareness on the trav-
eling difficulties veterans have if
they live in rural areas such as

Lake County. When a veteran files
a claim that they have a disability,
they are asked to have a Compen-
sation and Pension exam (C&P) to
support their claim.

These exams are mandatory
for the veteran and are sched-
uled by corporations that are con-
tracted through the VA and some-
times veterans are given only a
few days’ notice, Veteran Service
Representative Joseph Dore’ said.

“What’s happening with these
Compensations and Pension ex-
ams, is that the VA issues them
out to two separate corporations
and these entities pick whoever
is available throughout the entire
Bay Area,” Dore” said. “These vet-
erans could have an appointment
in LA and they’re from up here.”

With an increase in older vet-
erans coming into the local VA
office to get their benefits, there
will also be an increase in C&P
appointments and no way to get

to them Dore” said.

Saul Sanabria, a Lake County
Veterans Service Officer said since
these are mandatory exams done
by QTC Management and MSLA
Medical Corporation, they should
also offer transportation or travel
reimbursement. Within the past
three years, they have stupped
VA »PAGE3
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