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TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND AGENCIES:

NOTICE OF CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) SCOPING
MEETINGS REGARDING DEVELOPMENT OF A PROPOSED BASIN PLAN

AMENDMENT TO INCORPORATE THE LAKE TAHOE TMDL INTO THE LAHONTAN
REGION WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN '

Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board staff will hold two CEQA scoping
meetings to discuss the development of a proposed amendment to the Water Quality
Control Plan for the Lahontan Region (Basin Plan). The proposed amendment will
incorporate a fine sediment and nutrient control plan, known as a Total Maximum Daily
Load (TMDL), for Lake Tahoe. Lake Tahoe is impaired for clarity and transparency,
caused by suspension of fine particles and phytoplankton (fed by phosphorous and
nitrogen) in the water column. The proposed Lake Tahoe TMDL will specify the
maximum fine sediment and nutrient load that the lake can assimilate and still achieve
water quality standards. The proposed TMDL will allocate these loads to sources and
will include an implementation plan. The objective of the proposed activity is to reduce
these loads to levels that protect Lake Tahoe’s beneficial uses. The proposed Basin

Plan Amendment (BPA) codifies these actions within the Water Quality Control Plan for
the Lahontan Region. ‘

Members of the public are invited to participate at either meeting.

Date: Tuesday, July 15, 2008 Thursday, July 17, 2008

Time: 4:00 pm — 6:00 pm 4:00 pm — 6:00 pm

Location: North Tahoe Conference Center  Lake Tahoe Community College
Evergreen Suite Aspen Room
8318 North Lake Blvd. One College Drive
Kings Beach, CA 96143 South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

For the meeting scheduled on July 15, 2008 at the North Tahoe Conference Center,

free parking is available in Kings Beach at the Brook Street parking lot across the street
from the conference center.

For the meeting schedule on July 17, 2008, parking is free at Lake Tahoe Community
College.
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WHO SHOULD ATTEND: Public and private land owners, county officials in charge of
land use and storm water management, federal, state and local regulators and water
management officials, environmental groups, and other groups or individuals interested
in fine sediment and nutrient reduction efforts for the Lake Tahoe watershed.

The meeting will provide participants with: (1) background on the proposed Lake Tahoe
TMDL and the proposed Basin Plan Amendment process, (2) a review and discussion
of the impairment of Lake Tahoe’s clarity and the studies that inform development of
the proposed Lake Tahoe TMDL, and (3) an opportunity to comment on the potential

environmental impacts that may result from implementing fine sediment and nutrient
control actions identified in the proposed TMDL.

Supporting documents for the Basin Plan Amendment will include a TMDL technical
staff report and a CEQA environmental document. The Lahontan Water Board’s
planning program has been certified by the Secretary for Resources pursuant to Public
Resources Code section 21080.5 of CEQA as being a substitute environmental
document to preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Your input on

potential environmental impacts of the proposed BPA will be used by Water Board staff
to develop the substitute environmental document.

Interested parties may submit written comments regarding potential environmental
impacts at the meeting, or mail them to the attention of Dan Sussman at the address
above, or via email at dsussman@waterboards.ca.gov. Written comments must be
received by August 18, 2008 to be considered in preparation of the draft environmental
document. Staff will review all written comments and complete a draft TMDL staff
report, proposed Basin Plan Amendment and environmental document for public review

and comment. Water Board staff anticipate that these documents will be available in
late 2008.

v

If you would like more information about this meeting, please contact Dan Sussman at
(530) 542-5466, at the email address above, or visit the Tahoe TMDL website
(http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwacb6/water issues/programs/tmdl/fiake tahoe/). Any
person who is disabled and requires special accommodations to participate in the public
workshop and/or public scoping meeting, please contact Laurie Applegate at (530) 542-
5414 no later than 10 days before the scheduled public workshop and public scoping

meeting. Please bring the above information to the attention of anyone you know who
would be interested in this matter.

Doug Smith .
TMDL/Basin Planning Unit Supervisor

DS/cIhT: Tahoe Stakeholder Scoping Letter.doc
[filename: Tahoe TMDL Scoping ML.doc]



PROJECT DESCRIPTION

PROPOSED BASIN PLAN AMENDMENT:
LAKE TAHOE TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD

Description of the Proposed Activity

The proposed activity is the adoption of an amendment to the Lahontan Regional
Water Board’s (Water Board) Water Quality Control Plan (Basin Plan) to
incorporate total maximum daily loads of fine sediments (<20 micrometers in
diameter), phosphorous, and nitrogen to Lake Tahoe. These pollutants are
causing Lake Tahoe to not meet the clarity standard of 97.4 feet as measured by
secchi disk. Lake Tahoe has been losing its famed clarity at a rate of nearly nine
inches per year since clarity was first monitored in the late 1960’s. Fine"
sediments decrease clarity by scattering light as the particles slowly settle
~through the water. Nitrogen and phosphorous stimulate algae growth, which in
turn absorbs light, reducing how far light can penetrate into the lake.

Lake Tahoe is located on the California-Nevada border in the Sierra Nevada
Mountain Range (see map, Figure 1). The lake is situated at an elevation of 6229
feet with a surrounding landscape that rises to 10,881 feet. The California portion
of the Lake is split between Placer and El Dorado Counties. The Lake Tahoe
TMDL is a joint effort between California and Nevada. This proposed TMDL
applies to all waters in the Lake Tahoe Watershed that are tributaries to Lake
- Tahoe. The proposed Basin Plan Amendment, however, only applies to the
California portion of the watershed. Land uses in the Tahoe Basin include
forests, recreation, urban, dispersed residential, and concentrated residential.

The proposed Lake Tahoe TMDL will specify the maximum fine sediment and
nutrient load the lake can assimilate and still achieve water quality standards.
The TMDL will allocate these loads to sources and will include an implementation
plan. The objective of the proposed activity is to reduce these loads to levels that
protect Lake Tahoe’s beneficial uses. The proposed Basin Plan Amendment

(BPA) codifies these actions within the Water Quality Control Plan for the
Lahontan Region. '

The proposed Tahoe TMDL will be developed to fulfill requirements of section
303(d) of the Clean Water Act. The proposed implementation plan is required by
the California Water Code (CWC) section 13242, which also requires that
implementation plans be incorporated into the Water Board’s Basin Plan.

The Water Board designated Lake Tahoe as an Outstanding National Resource
Water, and considers non-contact recreation (aesthetic enjoyment of lake clarity)
a primary beneficial use of the lake. This beneficial use is impaired by fine
sediment and nutrient loading to Lake Tahoe. The Lake Tahoe Clarity Model



suggests that fine sediment has the greétest' potential to impair the lake's clarity.
The proposed TMDL implementation plan will focus on reducing fine sediment,
but both sediment and nutrient loading are targeted for reduction.

The proposed Basin Plan Amendment (BPA) will not by itself require specific
project implementation, and the Water Board will not directly undertake any
actions that could physically change the environment. Adoption of the proposed
BPA could indirectly result in local jurisdictions selecting specific projects to
satisfy the requirements of the BPA. The Water Board is required by the
California Environmental Quality Act to analyze impacts and mitigation measures
that are a reasonably foreseeable consequence of adopting the BPA.

The technical and scientific characteristics of the TMDL can be found in the Lake
Tahoe TMDL Technical Report (2007) in chapters 3, 4 and 5. The report details
the sources of pollutants and their impacts on lake clarity. The Water Board

cannot specifically prescribe design, location, type or particular manners of
- compliance with TMDL implementation plans to address these pollutants (CWC
Section 13360). The Water Board can require dischargers to implement fine
- sediment and nutrient controls necessary to attain the water quality standards of

Lake Tahoe. The proposed TMDL will be implemented primarily through
~ regulation of urban runoff via waste discharge requirements and National
Pollution Discharge Elimination System permits, and rural lands pollutant source
control performed by public land management agencies. The first 20 years of the
proposed TMDL Implementation Plan will encompass achievement milestones
every five years. Economic analysis of the proposed TMDL implementation can
be found in Chapter 6 of the Pollutant Reduction Opportunity Report (2007).

Typical implementation measures for reduction of sediment may include:
e Residential Best Management Practices
s Stream Restoration

o Stormwater runoff controls (infiltration basins, filtration galleries, etc)
¢ Dirt road maintenance or decommissioning

e Road abrasive application management and recovery
e Slope stabilization

Some implementation actions will likely require that dischargers obtain various
federal, state, or local permits, such as streambed alteration agreements from
the Department of Fish and Game, waste discharge requirements from the Water
Board, local grading permits, and permits from the Tahoe Regional Planning
Agency. These agencies may use this environmental documentation, and are |
expected to conduct more detailed environmental analyses when specific
implementation actions are identified and proposed by the dischargers.
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Figure 1 Lake Tahoe Watershed Location (Tetra Tech 2007)
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Brown and Caldwell
P.O. Box 1593
Carmichael, CA 95609

Elise Fett
P.O. Box 5989
Incline Village, NV 89450

Woody Loftis

USDA Natural Res. Cons. Serv.
870 Emerald Bay Rd.

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Robert Patrick Heffernan:
P.O. Box 10417
Zephyr Cove, NV 89449

David Hamilton
923 Tabira Court
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Dennis cocking
1275 Meadow Crest Drive
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Glen Smith
P.O. Box 1476
Zephyr Cove, NV 89448

Mahlon Machado
96A Washoe Blvd.
Markleeville, CA 96120

Patrick Wright

'CA Tahoe Conservancy

1061 Third Street
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Lew Feldman
P.O. Box 1249
Zephyr Cove, NV 89448 .
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b. State Water Resources Control Board
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FROM: Gerald W. Bowes, Ph.D.,
Manager, Cal/EPA Sc1ent1ﬁc Peer Review Pro gram
Office of Research, Planning and Performance

DATE: April 21, 2009

SUBJECT: SCIENTIFIC PEER REVIEWERS FOR LAKE TAHOE NUTRIENT AND
SEDIMENT TMDL

‘In response to your request for peer reviewers for the subject noted above, the
University of California, through an Interagency Agreement with Cal/EPA, identified
candidates it considered qualified to perform this assignment. Each candidate was
required to complete and sign a Conflict of Interest Disclosure form.

After my review of the disclosure forms, | contacted selected candidates to provide
clarification where necessary and confirmation they could perform an objective and
independent review free of conflict of interest and bias. | forwarded to approved
reviewers my latest (January 7, 2009) supplement to the Cal/EPA peer review
guidelines, and am attaching it here. Please read it carefully. The approved reviewers
are identified below.

1. Patrick L. Brezonik, Ph.D.
Professor of Environmental Engineering
Department of Civil Engineering
University of Minesota
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: (612) 625-0866
Email: brezonik@umn.edu

California Environmental Protection Agency
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Douglas F. Smith, Chief -2- April 21, 2009

2. Menachem (Meny) Elimelech, Ph.D.
Roberto Goizueta Professor and Chair
Department of Chemical Engineering

Environmental Engineering Program
Yale University

New Haven, CT 06520-8286

Telephone: (203) 432-2789

Home Page: http://www.yale.edu/env/elimelech/bio.htm]
Email: menachem.elimelech@yale.edu

3. Thomas M. Holsen, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering
W.J. Rowley Laboratory, Box 5710

Clarkson University

Potsdam, N.Y. 13699-5710

Street Address: 8 Clarkson Avenue
Telephone: (315) 268-3851

Fax: (315) 268-7985
Email: tholsen@clarkson.edu

4. William M. Lewis, Jr., Ph.D.
Associate Director
Cooperative Institute for Research in Environmental Sciences
Professor and Director
Center for Limnology
216 UCB, CIRES
Boulder, CO 80309-0216

Telephone: (303) 492-6378
Fax: (303) 492-0928
Email: william.lewis@colorado.edu

5. John Melack, Ph.D.
Professor

Bren School of Environmental Science and Management
University of California

Santa Barbara, CA 93106

California Environmental Protection Agency
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Douglas F. Smith, Chief -3- April 21, 2009

Telephone: (805) 893-7363
Fax: (805) 893-7612
Email: melack@lifesci.ucsb.edu

Biographical information for the approved reviewers is provided with this memorandum.

Please contact your reviewers right away. Tell them when you will transmit the
material. They have accepted the assignment based on the date of availability given in
your letter of request to me. |f preparation of the material is delayed, ask them if the
new date is acceptable, including me as a “cc.” If subsequent delays occur, inform the
reviewers and me as soon as possible. | am often contacted by reviewers and the
University if delays occur and reviewers are not kept up to date.

If the number of pages you plan to send the reviewers is significant, | recommend you
provide them a hard copy of this material. You can enquire if any would prefer an
electronic copy as well. Ask them (1) if their preferred mailing address is the same as

that given above; and (2) to provide whatever additional mformatlon is necessary for an
overnight dellvery service.

Provide a cover Ietter to initiate the review process. Include with it your request letter to
me, which provides a concise synopsis for your intended actions, and its three

attachments. Please inform them that their review must follow the guidance
provided in Attachment 2.

When the reviews have been completed, please let me know and send me a copy of
each review and cover letter to the reviewers for the review files | keep here.

If I can provide additional help, contact me at any time during the review process.

AttachMents ‘

cc. Sheila Vassey, Office of Chief Counsel (w/o biographical material)
Rik Rasmussen, Division of Water Quality (w/o biographical material)

California Environmental Protection Agency
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3laise Carrig

s/o Heavenly Mountain Resort

2.0. Box 2180
Stateline, NV 89449

Ellen Lapham
15215 Monte Vista Drive
Nevada City, CA 95959

Carl Ribaudo
P.O. Box 10109
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Jill Sarick Santos
P.O. Box 4605
Stateline, NV 89449

Adrian Freund

1001 E. Ninth Street, Bldg A
P.O. Box 11130

Reno, NV 89520

Kay Scherer

Dept. of Conservancy/Natural Resources
123 W. Nye '

Carson City, NV 89706

Bill Horn
893 Southwood Blvd
Incline Village, NV 89451

Pam Jahnke
P.O. Box 1023
Kings Beach, CA 96143

Michael Berg
P.O. Box 15070
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96151

Rochelle Nason
955 Emerald Bay Road
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150
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P.O. Box 12308
Zephyr Cove, NV 89448

Greg McKay
P.O. Box 4720
Incline Village, NV 89450

Laurel Ames
P.O. Box 9072
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Gordon Shaw
P.O. Box 5875
Tahoe City, CA 96145

John McCall
PO Box 10916
Zephyr Cove, NV 89448

Steven Rogers

Town Manager

6550 Yount Street
Yountville, CA 94599

Bruce McNulty
P.O. Box 6464
Incline Village, NV 89450

Mike Bradford
Lakeside Inn

P.0O. Box 5640
Stateline, NV 89449

Nancy Harrison
P.O. Box 17423
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96151

Jerome Evans
P.O. Box 7101
South Lake‘Tahoe, CA 96158
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Sue Norman
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South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150-4500

US Army Corps of Engineers

Phil Brozak
1325 J St. ED-GD
Sacramento, CA 95814

California Department of Water
Resources

Michael Cooney

3251 S Street

Sacramento, CA 95816

California State Parks
Ken Anderson

P.O. Box 266
Tahoma, CA 96142

California Tahoe Conservancy
Patrick Wright

1061 Third Street :
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

EPA, Region 9

Peter Kozelka

75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

integrated Environmental Restoration
Michael Hogan
P.0.Box 580

. Tahoma, CA 96142

League to Save Lake Tahoe
Melissa Thaw

- 955 Emerald Bay Road

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Nevada Tahoe Conservation District
Kim Gorman

PO Box 4605

Stateline, NV 89449-4605

Nothwest Hydraulic Consultants
Ken Rood

3950 Industrial Bivd Suite 100C
Sacramento, CA 95691

Placer County Department of Public
Works

Kansas McGahan

10825 Pioneer Trail, Suite 105
Truckee, CA 96161

Charity Meeks
1325 J St. ED-GD
Sacramento, CA 95814

California State Parks
Pam Armas

P.O. Box 266
Tahoma, CA 96142

CalTrans

Joyce Brenner

P.O. Box 911
Marysville, CA 95901

California Department of Fish & Game
Kent Smith .

1701 Nimbus Road

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

Daniel L. Siegel

Supervising Deputy Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General

1300 | Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

EPA, Region 9

Jack Landy

PO Box 1038

Zephyr Cove, NV 89448

Environmental Incentives

Jeremy Sokulsky
1027 Emerald Bay Road
Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Nevada Tahoe Conservation District
Scott Brown

PO Box 4605

Stateline, NV 89449-4605

Alfred Kaler
1080 Julie Ln #62
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Sierra Resource Strategies
Ken Roberts

PO Box 130

Cedar Ridge, CA 95924
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Program Director, WEPD
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Californial Dept. of Forestry and Fire
Protection

Mary Huggins
2092 Lake Tahoe Blvd. #600
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

State Clearinghouse
P.O. Box 3044
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044
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SIERRA BOAT COMPANY
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