
Anaheim’s Stormwater 

Credit Program

March 18, 2022  
Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board Meeting
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The Issue: Distributed Treatment Systems

• MS4 Permit “New Development” Requirements 
• 1000s of distributed treatment systems 
• Effective but expensive and inefficient
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Moving Toward Regional Treatment
Distributed Septic Systems to 

POTWsX 100,000

Backyard Incinerators to 
Regional Landfills

X 100,000

Distributed BMPs to  
Regional Stormwater Retention Systems

X 100,000
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Solution: Regional Stormwater Retention Systems

• First System at Modjeska Park 
• Improves Receiving Water Quality and local Water Supply on a 

Large Scale
• 5 times LESS EXPENSIVE

Anaheim.net



Stormwater Credit Program
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Key Program Components

• Complies with MS4 Permit 
• Credit Generation limited to City - owned projects 
• Credits ONLY generated after project constructed, operational, 

and verified 
• Accounting System
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Program Benefits
Accelerates Pollutant Removal = Clean Beaches 

                  Generates Funding for New Regional Projects 

Less Costly and Cuts Red Tape for Development 

                  Recharges Aquifer 

Improves BMP Effectiveness/Efficiency 

     Flood Control
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Traditional Development v. Regional Projects

• Regional Projects create stormwater retention and improve water 
quality decades sooner than traditional distributed development
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Program Outreach

• Orange County Water District  
• Orange County Sanitation District 
• BIA/CIQWC 
• Orange County Coastkeeper  
• All 34 Orange County Cities 
• California Waterkeeper Alliance 
• Natural Resources Defense Council 
• San Francisco Bay Coastkeeper 

• Irvine Ranch Water District 
• County of Orange 
• OC Business Council 
• San Diego Coastkeeper 
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Letters of Support 
Orange County Coastkeeper Orange County Transportation Authority

Orange County Business Council Irvine Ranch Water District
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Letters of Support
Construction Industry 

Coalition on Water Quality Orange County Water District Orange County Sanitation District
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City’s Credit Program Development

2017 - 2019 - Internal Stakeholder (City Departments) Meetings, Review, Input 
2019 - 2020 - External Outreach to Solicit Review/Comments/Support 

• County 
• OCWD (Letter of Support) 
• Orange County Coastkeeper (Letter of Support) 
• Other Environmental Groups (Coastkeeper Alliance, NRDC) 
• NPDES Technical Advisory Committee/Co - Permittees 
• BIA/CICWQ (Letter of Support) 

RWQCB Outreach, Meetings, Addressing Questions 
• July 2020  -  Initial meeting/provided draft documents  
• August – October 2020 - Follow - up coordination/addressed RWQCB questions and comments 
• December 2020 - Additional questions/information request from RWQCB 
• January 2021 – Meeting/presentation to RWQCB to address questions 
• March 2021 – City provided letter addressing additional questions from January meeting 
• October - November 2021 - Re - engage with RWQCB on the Draft Credit Program 
• December 2021 – City provided letter addressing questions from November 2021 Meeting 

RWQCB Executive Officer Approval 
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Questions?

Thank You
Anaheim.net
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