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Imagine the result 

 
Constantine Kontaxis 
NPDES Stormwater Chief 
California Department of Transportation 
District 11, MS242 
4050 Taylor Street 
San Diego, CA 92110-2737 

Subject: 

Notification of Existing Discharge of Treated Groundwater to Stormwater Facility 
under National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit No. 
CAG919002 
 
Dear Mr. Kontaxis: 

ARCADIS U.S., Inc. (ARCADIS) has prepared this letter on behalf of SFPP, L.P., an 
operating partnership of Kinder Morgan Energy Partners, L.P. (Kinder Morgan), to 
summarize our understanding of recent discussions with the California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans), District 11 staff regarding an existing discharge of treated 
groundwater to a stormwater facility within a Caltrans right of way. This letter is 
submitted at the request of Mr. John Markey, Permit Branch Chief, as detailed below. 

Kinder Morgan currently discharges treated groundwater from the Mission Valley 
Terminal located at 9950 San Diego Mission Road, San Diego, California 92108 to 
Murphy Canyon Creek, which abuts the Caltrans right of way on the east. This 
discharge has been on-going since May 1994 and is currently conducted under 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Diego Region (RWQCB) 
General Permit Order No. R9-2008-0002, National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) Permit No. CAG919002 (General Permit). The discharge is an 
essential component of on-going groundwater cleanup efforts. Groundwater 
extracted from the underlying aquifer is treated at the Mission Valley Terminal and is 
discharged through a 6-inch pipe that terminates at an underground culvert that 
discharges to Murphy Canyon Creek. Both the culvert and associated section of 
Murphy Canyon Creek are located within the Caltrans right of way. 

Application for enrollment under the General Permit, most recently renewed in 2008 
(see attached re-enrollment letter dated June 23, 2009), requires the Discharger to 
notify and receive authorization from the appropriate local agency with jurisdiction 
over the MS4. This requirement is intended to encourage communication between 
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Dischargers enrolled under the General Permit and agencies responsible for MS4s in 
an effort to reduce misunderstandings and concerns over the types of discharges 
covered by the General Permit. Documentation of this communication was recently 
requested by the RWQCB in association with a request submitted by Kinder Morgan 
to increase the average daily discharge rate from the currently permitted 0.795 
million gallons per day (mgd) or approximately 550 gallons per minute (gpm) to 1.26 
mgd or approximately 875 gpm. Considering the time that has elapsed since the 
discharge was originally authorized in 1994, no previous records of such 
communication could be located.  

In response to the RWQCB’s request, Caltrans was contacted on February 2, 2012 
to: (1) communicate the issue; (2) confirm that the discharge was located within the 
Caltrans right of way; and (3) discuss what procedures, if any, Caltrans may have for 
allowing a Discharger to fulfill this condition of the General Permit. Discussions 
occurred with a number of Caltrans staff between February 2, 2012 and February 23, 
2012. George Schuh (Caltrans, District 11, Division of Land Surveys) confirmed that 
both the culvert and section of Murphy Canyon Creek associated with the discharge 
are located within the Caltrans right of way (see attached Caltrans right of way 
drawings and email dated February 2, 2012). Additional communications were made 
to seek guidance on any procedures Caltrans may have for accepting the discharge 
within their right of way. Following discussions with various Caltrans departments, 
including NDPES/Stormwater (Constantine. Kontaxis, NPDES Program Manager), 
Maintenance (Cory Binns, Deputy Director of Maintenance), and Permits (John 
Markey, Branch Chief), it was determined that Caltrans would not require a permit or 
formal authorization in this situation. Additionally, John Markey followed up with his 
counterpart at the Caltrans State Headquarters and confirmed that there does not 
appear to be any need to issue a permit or formal authorization for this discharge. 
Further, Mr. Markey requested that this letter be sent to your attention, documenting 
the notification and related communications that have occurred in association with 
this discharge and enrollment under the General Permit.  
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If you have any questions regarding the information provided in this letter, please 
contact me. 

Sincerely, 

ARCADIS U.S., Inc. 
 
 
 
 
Marcelo A. Garbiero, P.E. 
Senior Civil Engineer 

Copies: 

C. Binns, Caltrans District 11 
J. Markey, Caltrans District 11 
S. Martin, KMEP 
N. Van Burgel, KMEP 
Ben Neill, RWQCB San Diego Region 
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Garbiero, Marcelo

From: George J Schuh [george_j_schuh@dot.ca.gov]
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 1:01 PM
To: Garbiero, Marcelo
Cc: Cynthia L Gerhold
Subject: RE: R/W maps of SD-15, PM 6.6/7.5
Attachments: RWLO 55533.2.pdf; S0150701.pdf

 
Mr. Garbiero, 
The heavy dashed lines are mostly contained within Caltrans R/W.  The lines 
with "whiskers" indicate the boundary or Caltrans R/W.   The heavy dashed 
line you created leaves Caltrans R/W at the point where it crosses a line labeled " N 76° 12' 
10" W, 100.18 ".  That area is under the jurisdiction of the City of San Diego according to 
the map attached for the R/W to the south (s0150701.pdf) of the map you had marked up. 
The area in orange is where the R/W was located prior to this R/W map. You don't need the map 
reference you clouded with red as it is no longer 
representative of the State R/W.   I've taken the same map you and outlined 
the present State R/W in red.  The hachured areas of these maps are generally relinquishments 
(transfer of responsibility) to the local agency, in this case being the City of San Diego. 
 
(See attached file: RWLO 55533.2.pdf)(See attached file: S0150701.pdf) 
 
George J. Schuh 
Dept. of Transportation, District 11 
Division of Land Surveys 
619‐688‐3691 
 
 
                                                                            
             Cynthia L                                                      
             Gerhold/D11/Caltr                                              
             ans/CAGov                                                  To  
                                       "Garbiero, Marcelo"                  
             02/02/2012 11:30          <Marcelo.Garbiero@arcadis‐us.com>    
             AM                                                         cc  
                                       George J                             
                                       Schuh/D11/Caltrans/CAGov@DOT         
                                                                   Subject  
                                       RE: R/W maps of SD‐15, PM 6.6/7.5    
                                       (Document link: George J Schuh)      
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
 
 
 
George would you please help Marcelo with his question.  Also, I looked and I can not find 
55552‐3 on our web server or the color R/W maps folder. 
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             "Garbiero,                                                     
             Marcelo"                                                       
             <Marcelo.Garbiero                                          To  
             @arcadis‐us.com>          Cynthia L Gerhold                    
                                       <cynthia_l_gerhold@dot.ca.gov>       
             02/02/2012 10:53                                           cc  
             AM                                                             
                                                                   Subject  
                                       RE: R/W maps of SD‐15, PM 6.6/7.5    
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
 
 
 
 
Cyndi ‐ here is one of your sheets marked up with the features of interest shown as the thick 
red dashed lines, which represent an underground culvert and what is now a concrete lined 
channel (Murphy Canyon Creek). The blocks in yellow are private property now belonging to 
SFPP ‐ Kinder Morgan Energy Partners. I am pretty sure that the area I show in orange is 
Caltrans R/W. 
 
Could you help me interpret into whose area the items of interest fall? 
 
Also, there is a reference under the Caltrans R/W stating, "FOR EXISTING R/W SEE L.O. 55552‐
3". Is this a more current reference perhaps showing existing features? 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Cynthia L Gerhold [mailto:cynthia_l_gerhold@dot.ca.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 8:07 AM 
To: Garbiero, Marcelo 
Subject: R/W maps of SD‐15, PM 6.6/7.5 
 
 
(See attached file: S0150708.tif)(See attached file: S0150707.tif)(See attached file: 
S0150706.tif)(See attached file: S0150705.tif)(See attached 
file: S0150704.tif)(See attached file: S0150703.tif) (See attached file: 
S0150702.tif)(See attached file: S0150701.tif)(See attached file: 
S0150601.tif) 
 
These are the R/W maps I found.  Please let me know if these will work for you and if you 
need anything else.  Have a great day! 
 
Cyndi Gerhold 
619‐688‐6608 
 
________________________________ 
 
NOTICE: This e‐mail and any files transmitted with it are the property of ARCADIS U.S., Inc. 
and its affiliates. All rights, including without limitation copyright, are reserved. The 
proprietary information contained in this e‐mail message, and any files transmitted with it, 
is intended for the use of the recipient(s) named above. If the reader of this e‐mail is not 
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this e‐mail in error 
and that any review, distribution or copying of this e‐mail or any files transmitted with it 
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is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e‐mail in error, please notify the sender 
immediately and delete the original message and any files transmitted. The unauthorized use 
of this e‐mail or any files transmitted with it is prohibited and disclaimed by ARCADIS U.S., 
Inc. and its affiliates. Nothing herein is intended to constitute the offering or performance 
of services where otherwise restricted by law. 
[attachment "Caltrans 55533.2 Markup.pdf" deleted by George J Schuh/D11/Caltrans/CAGov] 
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