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II _.1 1.~!llMn L . F I LED . II 
II In the ciffke olllle s.a.i.Y" SIaIa II 
_ of the Slate or CaAforiIII BIB 
_ EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT ., 

II STATE OF. CALIFORNIA AUG 23 1993 II 
II I!JIII$.pst' ... UtL; ~N~~ II - ~----. - ~ -- -- -• • · -III EXECUTIVE ORO" ¥-59-" III 
II WHEREAS, wetlands act {IS pl·imary producer!; .in the food chain, help reta:in III 
_ floods, t'echargr:- .and d,ischargc grollodwatel-, act .315 wat;.el- quality filters, provide III 
EllIS rec:reational and"SCl;!n:ic w\lues, and harbor a significant number of California's _ 1[1 threflteoed and enrl~~nRere(l plant. and an.im<lJ Ijp(~des; and . III 
III WHEREAS, in thE'. ninet.eent.h centurY and early decades of the twentieth century -

as much as ninety percent of California's histod.c:al wetlands base has been -III converted t(l other uses, with a consequent reduction in the functions and values III III wetlands provide; and II 
III WHEREAS. wetlands in Cali!ornia continue to be converted tu other uses and 11& 
_ degr.aded by sedimentation, loss of a:;;soeiated upland habitat, and other !~ctors; 911 · ~ -III WHEREAS, past conservation efforts have resulted .in the long-term protection _ 
!lie of approximately two-thirds of California t 5 remai.ning wetland acreage; and III I WHEREAS, the administration of wetlands programs is often time consuming, I 
_ duplicatj,v~, itlconsistent, and the.refore costly to landowners and public agencies; _ · ~ . \'!III WlfEREAS, it is the po).icy of the State of C<;llifornia to streamline regulatory _ 
911 permitting processes; III 

III NOW. TIIEREFORS. I. PETE WILSON. Govel'nor of the State ot California. by virtue til 
118 of the power and authority vested in me by the Cons~itution and statutes of the ~ 
9:11 State of cal Hornia, do hereby issue this order to become effective immediately: BIB 

II 1. It is hereby declared to be the l?olic)' of the State of CaUtor-nia that all III III St.ate government programs and policies that aff.ect the wetlands of California -II be Gool-dinated as described herein. . Iii 
III TT. It is hel-eby dec.1al'ed to .be the polley of the State of California that its _ 
III COml.lT.'chensive W(".tJands Policy rests on three primary ohject.ives: _ 

II ') To ensure no overall net loss and lQng-te!'m net gain in the quantity, II 
_ quality, and permanence of wetlands acre.age and values in California in a _ 
III manner that fostfi\r!i creativity, stewardship. ilnd respac:t for private _ II propel-ty - III 
III 2) To re.duce pl'ocedural complexi ty in tIle administratjon of State and alB III Federal wethlf1cl~ c()llsel'vat.ioll f)l"ogr(lm!'>- ; 

_ 3) To !;'!1courage .rmrtnershlps to ITlai<e restoration, landowner illC~.l1t~ve. 
_ programs, at)d coo[Jenl:' i. \!~1 plannIng efforts \:he p1'ilOary focus of wetlands iii 
•. CO(l,st't'v;:H Ion, II 
_ All ::lge(1~:il:'s ot" the State shall condu(:l: their activities, consistent with _ 
III Ihr~il· e.d~tlng Illlthori.ti(;~. i.n il(;(:oniaocQ with these three object.lves. _ 
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r--.-.-.-.-.-.-.• ·-II-·ii.ii.fin.lI.ii'~.~.~II~II~.-II-.-II-Il-II-' - . . -•• • . ~~ -• • - . III III. The California Wetlands Conservation Policy addresses wetlands inventory. III 
III planning. wetlands,. regulation, landowne~ inc~ntives, wetlands mitigation III 
- banking. and other wetlands conservation approctcheg (e.g., acquisition. l1li 
III restoration, management, and education). The goal of the California Wetlands all 
lie Conservation Policy is to achieve a long term increase of wetlands acreage. 9Ie III functions and values in California. Steps taken to achi8ve this goal shall III 
all emphasize maintaining economic Uses (e.g., agriculture) of restored and ~ 
9Ie enhanced lands and be achieved through the voluntary ~rticipation of 91ft 
III landowners. This goal is not meant to be achieved on a permlt-by-permit 
_ basis. The Task Force or specific agencies as identified in tbe "California II 
1)1 Wetlands Conservation Policy, II will develop and implement the. following! II 
119 (a) a Statewide wetlands inventory and wetlands accounting sY5te~; lIB 
_ (b) identj.ficatj.on and implement.ation or regional and Statewide we\:lands _ 
lie ~estoration goals; ~ ! (e) State age.ncy assistance and support for tocal and regional wetlands ! 
~ planning efforts; ~ 

III (d) promotion of landowner incentive programs to preserVe. restore, and III 
_ enhance wetlands. including the provision of adequate funding from State _ 
III and Federal sources; 9IS 

III (el delegation of the permitting authority for the Federal Clean Water Act l1li 
11'1 Section . 404 program from the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers to the San _ 
iii Francisco Regional Water Quality Control Board and. for a limited set of SIR 
_ activities. the San Francisco Bay Com.ervation and DevelopmentComlllission l1li 
911 as part of a longer term effort to explore feasibility of Statewide 911 III delegation, with aciequate Federal fUnding, of the program; II 
III (f) development of a consistent regulatory wetlands definition for State ~ === agencies th~t improves the overall efficiency of the Federal-Sta~e ~ 
lie permitting process; 911 

II (gl development of a balanced Statewide policy concerning Army Corps of II) II Engineers nationwide permits; III 
_ (h) development of consistent sta.ndards and guidelines concerning mitigation II 
lie and monitpring of mitigation and restoration ·efforts; 

III_ (i) actions that promote efficiency of wetlands-related permitting p~ocesses ~ 
of various State agencies, ineludingbut not limited to creation of 911 

lIS consj stant de'ldl ines, establishment of concurrent permit review _ 
lie procedures, and sponsorship of pre-applicatlon consultations between ~ II perlllittees and pel-mitting agencies; III 
&1& (j) development of means to provide flexibility in the regulatory process. [or _ 
_ tnp. accidental ot' unint.entional creation of wetlands. and for allowlng _ 
&8 public agencies, water districts, and landowners to estab1:ish ~etlands on \'!III 
_ thell-. p,(,operty con~istent with the primary purpose of the property; l1li 

II (k) development of Statewide wetland mitigat.ion banking guidel:ines and the lIB 
: develo'l;lment of demonstration wetland mit'igation banks in the Central .11. 
: V.;IlleYj 

1&1 (1) enhanced coordination of State, Federal, and private acquisitioTJ, _ 
_ restoration, and incentive. programs. incl.udlng the establishment of a _ II demonstrat i on program in So\,thern CaHfol"Oi8; II 
_ (m) ongoing mc.tJl<.'lI':CJl1cnt of wetlands whicb maintains or enhances· wetlands EiIIIi 
_ values and. recognizes tbe responsibility to minimize impacts to _ II surrotmding }<lJlt!owne.L"S; III 
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• • III (n) the development of internal policies within State agencies that encourage l1li 
III wetland conservation activities wbich are compatible with programmatic IllS 
11& goals such as flood control. groundwater recharge. water management, III III water pollution control, recreation. and other purposes; l1li 
III (0) such other matters as are deemed necessary to carry out,tbe purposes of ~ iii this Executive Order. Iiii 

IV. It is hereby declared to be the policy'of tbe State of Califorriia that the ' III California Wetlands Policy and Plan will initially emphasize Regional l1li 
am strategies in the Central Valle}'. the San Fran.cisco Bay Area, and in Southern _ 
911 California. They will be designed to test how wetlands programs can be ~ 
all implemented, refined, and combined in unique ways to achieve the goals and l1li 
911 objectives of this California Wetlands Conservation Policy. ~ 

III V. An Interagency Task Force on Wetlands will be established by the Secretary of l1li 
mil Resources and Secretary for Cal/EPA to provide coordination and information !lIB :I exchange among agencies, boards. commissions, and departments as necessary to = 
lie ensure continued coordinated development and implementation of the california lie 
mIG Wetlands Conservation Policy. The Task Force shall invite the participation ~ 
_ as necessary of other boards and commissions. and local. Federal. and private SIB 
all agencies which bave jurisdiction. expertise, and resources which may 11& 
lie contribute to the continued development and implementation of the California III, 
l1li Wetlands Conservation Policy. The Secr'etary of the Resources Agency and the _ 
BE " Secretary for Cal/EPA shall serve as co-chairmen. . &18 - . II IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand III 

and e:aused tlle Great Seal of the State of -II California. to be affiXed this 2~rd day of II II August 1993. III 

- R -III Governor of California l1li 
II ATrEST: II 
II ' /'Yi rnJ;, '1?mt; ~ II III SecretarY of Sta,e III 
- -• • - -- -- -II II • • - -- -- -a, • - . CiiIIB~~~~~~szeCD.'GIll.Im~~s:a:~9SB&D!I~~IiiZIIIiI~9112~eazC'alllS!bl~mr.r;',I 

p/pd Wd9[:S0 800G ~G ·Inr P099 ~S9 9~6 : 'ON 3NOHd S3~IHJ~~ 31~lS ~IN~O~Il~J 

, i 

I 
I 
I 

'I 

i , 

1 
I 

WO~~ 

 
June 24, 2015 

Item No. 12 
Supporting Document No. 2




