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HENRY ABARBANEL, PH.D., CHAIR  I   DAVID GIBSON, EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

2375 Northside Drive, Suite 100, San Diego, California 92108-2700  I  www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego 

RECYCLED PAPER

   San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board 

September 21, 2017    

Mr. Larry Notheis 
Deputy Director-Region II 
California Conservation Corps 
1719 24th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95816 

Ms. Noelle Graham-Wakoski 
United States Forest Service 
10845 Rancho Bernardo Road, Suite 200 
San Diego, CA 92127 

Subject: Notice of Applicability for Order WQ 2014-0153-DWQ Los Piños Conservation 
Camp, Onsite Wastewater Treatment System 

Mr. Notheis and Ms. Graham-Wakoski: 

This Notice of Applicability (NOA) enrolls the California Conservation Corps (CCC) in Order 
WQ 2014-0153-DWQ, General Waste Discharge Requirements for Small Domestic 
Wastewater Treatment Systems (General Order) for the discharge of domestic wastewater 
from the Los Piños Conservation Camp Onsite Wastewater Treatment System (OWTS).  The 
California Conservation Corps (CCC or Discharger) is required to comply with the 
requirements specified in this NOA and all applicable requirements in the General Order.  A 
copy of the General Order is enclosed with this NOA and is available online at: 

http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/water_quality/2014/wqo2014_0153_
dwq.pdf 

A NOA dated August 10, 2017 was initially sent to the United States Forest Service (Forest 
Service), however, the Forest Service notified the California Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, San Diego Region (San Diego Water Board) that the CCC took over occupancy of the 
Camp on August 31, 2017, and requested that the CCC take over responsibility for maintaining 
active Waste Discharge Requirements for the Camp.  The land occupied by the Camp is 
owned by the Forest Service, while the CCC is responsible for overseeing operation and 
maintenance of the Camp and the OWTS serving the Camp.  Although both the CCC and 
Forest Service are enrolled in the General Order, this NOA recognizes the CCC as the primary 
party responsible for operation and maintenance of the treatment system and ensuring 
compliance with the General Order.  

The discharge from the OWTS has been regulated by Order No. 94-46, Waste Discharge 
Requirements for the County of Orange General Services Agency, Los Piños Forestry Camp, 
Orange County.  The San Diego Water Board will consider rescinding Order No. 94-46 at its 
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meeting on Wednesday, October 11, 2017. This NOA will be effective upon rescission of 
Order No. 94-46. Enclosed is a revised copy of the Tentative Order No. R9-2017-0102 
rescinding Order No. 94-46. The revised copy of Tentative Order No. R9-2017-0102 reflects 
that the CCC has been enrolled in the General Order and taken occupancy of the Camp. 

The Discharger must comply with all applicable requirements in the General Order as well as 
the following requirements: 

1. FACILITY AND DISCHARGE DESCRIPTION 

The Camp is located at 39251 Ortega Highway in the City of Lake Elsinore, California; 
within the Mission Viejo Hydrologic Area (HA 901.20). The OWTS has a maximum daily 
flow of 15,000 gallons per day (gpd) and consists of three facultative oxidation ponds, one 
emergency pond, and a spray disposal area with no public access. 

2. CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

The proposed project is the enrollment of an existing facility in the General Order and will 
not involve expansion or modification of the OWTS. As such, this project is categorically 
exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to title 
14, California Code of Regulations, section 15301, and in compliance with title 14, section 
15300.2. 

3. SITE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS 

The operator of the OWTS must be familiar with the requirements contained in the General 
Order, this NOA, and the Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP) in Section 4 below. 

The General Order contains prohibitions and specifications that apply to aU wastewater 
systems, and specifications that apply only to specific treatment and/or disposal systems. 
The Discharger shall comply with the following specific requirements below: 

a. Required Technical Reports/Plans 

The Discharger shall submit the following plans as described below: 

i. A Spill Prevention and Emergency Response Plan consistent with the 
requirements of General Order Provision E.1.a. to be received by the San Diego 
Water Board by 5:00 p.m. on January 11, 2018. 

ii. A Sampling and Analysis Plan consistent with the requirements of General Order 
Provision E.1.b to be received by the San Diego Water Board by 5:00 p.m. on 
January 11, 2018. 
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111. A Sludge Management Plan consistent with the requirements of General Order 
Provision E.1.c to be received by the San Diego Water Board by 5:00 p.m. on 
January 11, 2018. 

Upon approval of the plans by the San Diego Water Board, the Discharger shall implement 
the plans. 

b. Applicable Requirements of the General Order (Pond Systems) 

The Discharger must comply with Section 8.5 (Pond Systems) of the General Order, 
which includes requirements such as maintain sufficient freeboard, accommodate 
seasonal precipitation, manage and mitigate breeding of mosquitoes, control odors from 
ponds, prevent compromise of pond integrity by burrowing animals; and prior to sludge 
removal submit a Sludge Management Plan consistent with the requirements of 
Provision E.1.c. 

c. Setback Requirements 

New discharges must maintain the applicable setbacks specified in Table 3 of the 
General Order. 

4. MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM 

The Discharger shall comply with the monitoring requirements below which are based on 
the MRP of the General Order. 

a. Submit quarterly and annual monitoring reports as described in Sections A and B of 
Attachment C of the General Order respectively. The first quarterly report due is the 
January-March 2018 quarterly report, which must be received by the San Diego Water 
Board by 5:00 p.m. on May 1, 2018. The first annual report due is the 2018 annual 
report, which must be received by San Diego Water Board by March 1, 2019. 

b. The Discharger shall collect effluent samples from the final oxidation pond in use as 
described in Table 1: 

T bl 1 Effl t Q rt M ·t . a e uen ua ICY om onng 
Constituent Units Sample Type Sample Reporting 

Frequencyb,c Frequencyc,d 
Flow Ratea gpd Meter Continuous Quarterly 
Biological mg/L Grab Monthly Quarterly 
Oxygen Demand 
(BOD) 
Total Suspended mg/L Grab Monthly Quarterly 
Solids (TSS) 
pH pH Units Grab Monthly Quarterly 
Total Nitrogen mg/L Grab Monthly Quarterly 
Sulfate mg/L Grab Annually Annually 
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Chloride mq/L Grab Annually Annually 
Total Dissolved mg/L Grab Annually Annually 
Solids 
Dissolved mg/L Grab Monthly Quarterly 
Oxygen 

Table Notes: 

a. At a minimum, the total flow shall be measured monthly to calculate the average daily 
flow for the month. Flow rates may be measured on influent or effluent flow. 

b. Monthly is defined as a calendar month. 
c. Annually is defined as a period of 12 consecutive calendar months beginning on January 

1. 
d. Quarterly is defined as a period of three consecutive calendar months beginning on 

January 1, April 1, July 1, or October 1. 

c. The oxidation ponds shall also be monitored as described in Table 2: 

Table 2: Oxidation Pond Monitoring 
Constituent Units Sample Type Sample Reporting 

Frequencyb,c Frequencyc,ct 
Freeboard 0.1 feet Measurement Monthly Quarterly 
Odors -- Observation Monthly Quarterly 
Berm conditions -- Observation Monthly Quarterly 

5. ENFORCEMENT 

Please review this NOA carefully to ensure that it completely and accurately reflects the 
discharge. If the Discharger violates the terms or conditions listed in the NOA or the 
General Order, the San Diego Water Board may take enforcement action, including 
assessment of administrative civil liability. Prior to allowing changes to the wastewater 
strength, generation rate, or changes to the method of waste disposal, you must contact the 
San Diego Water Board to determine if submittal of a Report of Waste Discharge is 
required. 

The Discharger is primarily responsible for compliance with the General Order and this 
NOA. Failure to comply with the requirements in the General Order or this NOA could 
result in an enforcement action as authorized by provisions of the Water Code. Discharges 
of wastes other than domestic wastewater are prohibited. 

6. ANNUAL FEES AND SAN DIEGO WATER BOARD CONTACT INFORMATION 

The discharge has a threat to water quality and complexity rating of 3-C. The annual fee 
corresponding to a threat to water quality and complexity of 3-C can be found using the 
current fee schedule; 1 however, based on the flow rate, the discharge qualifies for the 
50-percent fee discount. The fee is due and payable on an annual basis until enrollment in 
the General Order is formally terminated. If the wastewater discharge ceases, you must 

1 http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/fees/water quality/ 
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provide written notice to enable the San Diego Water Board to terminate enrollment and 
billing. 

Please review the conditions specified in this NOA and applicable sections of the General 
Order and notify the San Diego Water Board if for any reason you are not able to comply 
with any of the conditions specified in this NOA or the General Order. 

Please submit all future monitoring reports and documents required by the General Order 
to the San Diego Water Board by email. The email submittals must include a signed 
transmittal letter with the facility name, facility contact information, and reference code 
237456:BBushnell. Monitoring reports, documents, and other email submittals must be 
sent to sandiego@waterboards.ca.gov. Routine email correspondence may be sent 
directly to individual San Diego Water Board staff members. 

Documents that are 50 megabytes or larger should be transferred to a disk and mailed to 
the San Diego Water Board. For more extensive information provided in larger documents, 
the San Diego Water Board staff may request that specific individual items such as 
appendices to large/complex technical reports and/or large drawings, grading plans, or 
maps continue to be provided in paper format. If you have specific questions about email 
submittal procedures, please contact Ms. Cleo Munoz of our Mission Support Services Unit 
at 619-521-3384, or via email at Cleo.Munoz@waterboards.ca.gov. 

Please contact Mr. Brandon Bushnell at 619-521-8044 or via email at 
Brandon.Bushnell@waterboards.ca.gov if you have any questions or comments. 

David W. Gibson 
Executive Officer 

DG:jgs:jpa:jro:oo:bb 

Enclosure: 

1. Order WQ 2014-0153-DWQ, General Waste Discharge Requirements for Small Domestic 
Wastewater Treatment Systems 

2. Revised Copy of Tentative Order No. R9-2017-0102 

CIWQS INFO 
Place ID 237456 
Party ID 465642 
Requlatorv Measure ID 142292 
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