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ATTACHMENT C 
- 

ACRONYMS, ABBREVIATIONS AND DEFINITIONS 

ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
1. Acronyms and Abbreviations  
AMAL Average Monthly Action Level 
ASBS Area(s) of Special Biological Significance 
  

BMP Best Management Practice 
Basin Plan Water Quality Control Plan for the San Diego Basin 
  

CEQA  California Environmental Quality Act 
CCR California Code of Regulations 
CFR Code of Federal Regulations 
CWA  Clean Water Act 
CWC California Water Code 
CZARA Coastal Zone Act Reauthorization Amendments of 1990 
  

ESAs Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
  

GIS Geographic Information System 
  

IBI Index of Biological Integrity 
  

LID Low Impact Development 
  

MDAL Maximum Daily Action Level 
MEP Maximum Extent Practicable 
MS4 Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
  

NAL Non-Storm Water Action Level 
NAICS North American Industry Classification System 
NOI Notice of Intent 
NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
  

ROWD Report of Waste Discharge (application for NPDES reissuance) 
  

SAL Storm Water Action Level 
San Diego Water Board California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Diego Region 
SIC Standard Industrial Classification Code 
State Water Board State Water Resources Control Board 
  

TMDL Total Maximum Daily Load 
  

USEPA United States Environmental Protection Agency 
  

WDID Waste Discharge Identification Number 
WLA Waste Load Allocation 
WQBEL Water Quality Based Effluent Limitation 
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2. Definitions  

DEFINITIONS 
 

Active/Passive Sediment Treatment - Using mechanical, electrical or chemical means to 
flocculate or coagulate suspended sediment for removal from runoff from construction sites prior 
to discharge.   
 
Anthropogenic Litter – Trash generated from human activities, not including sediment. 
 
Average Monthly Action Level – The highest allowable average of daily discharges over a 
calendar month. 
 
Beneficial Uses - The uses of water necessary for the survival or wellbeing of man, plants, and 
wildlife.  These uses of water serve to promote tangible and intangible economic, social, and 
environmental goals.  “Beneficial Uses” of the waters of the State that may be protected include, 
but are not limited to, domestic, municipal, agricultural and industrial supply; power generation; 
recreation; aesthetic enjoyment; navigation; and preservation and enhancement of fish, wildlife, 
and other aquatic resources or preserves.  Existing beneficial uses are uses that were attained 
in the surface or ground water on or after November 28, 1975; and potential beneficial uses are 
uses that would probably develop in future years through the implementation of various control 
measures.  “Beneficial Uses” are equivalent to “Designated Uses” under federal law.  [California 
Water Code Section 13050(f)]. 
 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) - Defined in 40 CFR 122.2 as schedules of activities, 
prohibitions of practices, maintenance procedures, and other management practices to prevent 
or reduce the pollution of waters of the United States.  BMPs also include treatment 
requirements, operating procedures and practices to control plant site runoff, spillage or leaks, 
sludge or waste disposal, or drainage from raw material storage.    
 
Bioassessment - The use of biological community information to evaluate the biological 
integrity of a water body and its watershed.  With respect to aquatic ecosystems, bioassessment 
is the collection and analysis of samples of the benthic macroinvertebrate community together 
with physical/habitat quality measurements associated with the sampling site and the watershed 
to evaluate the biological condition (i.e. biotic integrity) of a water body. 
 

Biofiltration - Practices that use vegetation and amended soils to detain and treat runoff from 

impervious areas. Treatment is through filtration, infiltration, adsorption, ion exchange, and 
biological uptake of pollutants.   
 
Biological Integrity - Defined in Karr J.R. and D.R. Dudley. 1981.  Ecological perspective on 
water quality goals.  Environmental Management 5:55-68 as:  “A balanced, integrated, adaptive 
community of organisms having a species composition, diversity, and functional organization 
comparable to that of natural habitat of the region.”   Also referred to as ecosystem health.  
 
BMP Design Manual – A plan developed to eliminate, reduce, or mitigate the impacts of runoff 
from development projects, including Priority Development Projects. 
 
Clean Water Act Section 303(d) Water Body - An impaired water body in which water quality 
does not meet applicable water quality standards and/or is not expected to meet water quality 
standards, even after the application of technology based pollution controls required by the 
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CWA.  The discharge of runoff to these water bodies by the Copermittees is significant because 
these discharges can cause or contribute to violations of applicable water quality standards. 
 

Construction Site – Any project, including projects requiring coverage under the Construction 
General Permit, that involves soil disturbing activities including, but not limited to, clearing, 
grading, disturbances to ground such as stockpiling, and excavation. 
 
Contamination - As defined in the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, contamination is 
“an impairment of the quality of waters of the State by waste to a degree which creates a hazard 
to the public health through poisoning or through the spread of disease.  ‘Contamination’ 
includes any equivalent effect resulting from the disposal of waste whether or not waters of the 
State are affected.” 
 
Copermittee – An incorporated city within the County of Orange, County of Riverside, or 
County of San Diego in the San Diego Region, the County of Orange, the County of Riverside, 
the County of San Diego, the Orange County Flood Control District, the Riverside County Water 
Conservation and Flood Control District, the San Diego Regional Airport Authority, or the San 
Diego Unified Port District. 
 
Copermittees – All of the individual Copermittees, collectively. 
 
Critical Channel Flow (Qc) – The channel flow that produces the critical shear stress that 
initiates bed movement or that erodes the toe of channel banks.  When measuring Qc, it should 
be based on the weakest boundary material – either bed or bank. 
 
Daily Discharge – Defined as either: (1) the total mass of the constituent discharged over the 
calendar day or any 24 hour period that reasonably represents a calendar day for purposes of 
sampling (as specified in the permit), for a constituent with limitations expressed in units of 
mass or; (2) the unweighted arithmetic mean measurement of the constituent over the day for a 
constituent with limitations expressed in other units of measurement (e.g. concentration.) 
 

The Daily Discharge may be determined by the analytical results of a composite sample taken 
over the course of one day (a calendar day, or other 24 hour period other than a day), or by the 
arithmetic mean of analytical results from one or more grab samples taken over the course of a 
day. 
 
Development Projects - Construction, rehabilitation, redevelopment, or reconstruction of any 
public or private residential project, industrial, commercial, or any other projects. 
 
Dry Season –May 1 to September 30. 
 
Dry Weather – Weather is considered dry if the preceding 72 hours has been without 
measurable precipitation (>0.1 inch).  
 
Enclosed Bays – Enclosed bays are indentations along the coast that enclose an area of 
oceanic water within distinct headlands or harbor works.  Enclosed bays include all bays where 
the narrowest distance between the headlands or outermost bay works is less than 75 percent 
of the greatest dimension of the enclosed portion of the bay.  Enclosed bays do not include 
inland surface waters or ocean waters. 
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Erosion – When land is diminished or worn away due to wind, water, or glacial ice. Often the 
eroded debris (silt or sediment) becomes a pollutant via storm water runoff.  Erosion occurs 
naturally but can be intensified by land clearing activities such as farming, development, road 
building, and timber harvesting. 
 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs) - Areas that include but are not limited to all Clean 
Water Act Section 303(d) impaired water bodies; areas designated as Areas of Special 
Biological Significance by the State Water Board and San Diego Water Board; State Water 
Quality Protected Areas; water bodies designated with the RARE beneficial use by the State 
Water Board and San Diego Water Board; areas designated as preserves or their equivalent 
under the Natural Communities Conservation Program within the Cities and County of Orange; 
and any other equivalent environmentally sensitive areas which have been identified by the 
Copermittees. 
 
Estuaries – Waters, including coastal lagoons, located at the mouth of streams that serve as 
areas of mixing fresh and ocean waters.  Coastal lagoons and mouths of streams that are 
temporarily separated from the ocean by sandbars shall be considered estuaries.  Estuarine 
waters shall be considered to extend from a bay or the open ocean to a point upstream where 
there is no significant mixing of fresh water and ocean water.  Estuaries do not include inland 
surface waters or ocean waters. 
 
Existing Development – Any area that has been developed and exists for municipal, 
commercial, industrial, or residential purposes, uses, or activities.  May include areas that are 
not actively used for its originally developed purpose, but may be re-purposed or redeveloped 
for another use or activity. 
 
Flow Duration – The long-term period of time that flows occur above a threshold that causes 
significant sediment transport and may cause excessive erosion damage to creeks and streams 
(not a single storm event duration).  The simplest way to visualize this is to consider a histogram 
of pre- and post-project flows using long-term records of hourly data. To maintain pre-
development flow duration means that the total number of hours (counts) within each range of 
flows in a flow-duration histogram cannot increase between the pre- and post-development 
condition.  Flow duration within the range of geomorphologically significant flows is important for 
managing erosion. 
 
Grading - The cutting and/or filling of the land surface to a desired slope or elevation.  
 
Hazardous Material – Any substance that poses a threat to human health or the environment 
due to its toxicity, corrosiveness, ignitability, explosive nature or chemical reactivity.  These also 
include materials named by the USEPA in 40 CFR 116 to be reported if a designated quantity of 
the material is spilled into the waters of the U.S. or emitted into the environment. 
 
Hazardous Waste - Hazardous waste is defined as “any waste which, under Section 600 of 
Title 22 of this code, is required to be managed according to Chapter 30 of Division 4.5 of Title 
22 of this code” [CCR Title 22, Division 4.5, Chapter 11, Article 1]. 
 
Household Hazardous Waste – Paints, cleaning products, and other wastes generated during 
home improvement or maintenance activities. 
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Hydromodification – The change in the natural watershed hydrologic processes and runoff 
characteristics (i.e., interception, infiltration, overland flow, and groundwater flow) caused by 
urbanization or other land use changes that result in increased stream flows and sediment 
transport.  In addition, alteration of stream and river channels, such as stream channelization, 
concrete lining, installation of dams and water impoundments, and excessive streambank and 
shoreline erosion are also considered hydromodification, due to their disruption of natural 
watershed hydrologic processes. 
 
Illicit Connection – Any connection to the MS4 that conveys an illicit discharge. 
 
Illicit Discharge - Any discharge to the MS4 that is not composed entirely of storm water 
except discharges pursuant to a NPDES permit and discharges resulting from fire fighting 
activities [40 CFR 122.26(b)(2)]. 
 
Inactive Areas – Areas of construction activity that are not active and those that have been 
active and are not scheduled to be re-disturbed for at least 14 days.  
 
Infiltration – Water other than wastewater that enters a sewer system (including sewer service 
connections and foundation drains) from the ground through such means as defective pipes, 
pipe joints, connections, or manholes. Infiltration does not include, and is distinguished from, 
inflow [40 CFR 35.2005(20)].   
 
Inland Surface Waters – Includes all surface waters of the State that do not include the ocean, 
enclosed bays, or estuaries. 
 
Jurisdictional Runoff Management Program Document – A written description of the specific 
jurisdictional runoff management measures and programs that each Copermittee will implement 
to comply with this Order and ensure that storm water pollutant discharges in runoff are reduced 
to the MEP and do not cause or contribute to a violation of water quality standards. 
 
Low Impact Development (LID) – A storm water management and land development strategy 
that emphasizes conservation and the use of on-site natural features integrated with 
engineered, small-scale hydrologic controls to more closely reflect pre-development hydrologic 
functions. 
 
Low Impact Development Best Management Practices (LID BMPs) – LID BMPs include 
schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, maintenance procedures, and other 
management practices to prevent or reduce the pollution of waters of the United States through 
storm water management and land development strategies that emphasize conservation sand 
the use of on-site natural features integrated with engineered, small-scale hydrologic controls to 
more closely reflect pre-development hydrologic functions.  LID BMPs include retention 
practices that do not allow runoff, such as infiltration, rain water harvesting and reuse, and 
evapotranspiration.  LID BMPs also include flow-through practices such as biofiltration that may 
have some discharge of storm water following pollutant reduction.  
 
Major Outfall – As defined in the Code of Federal Regulations, a major outfall is a MS4 outfall 
that discharges from a single pipe with an inside diameter of 36 inches or more or its equivalent 
(i.e. discharge from a single conveyance other than a circular pipe which is associated with a 
drainage are of more than 50 acres); or, for MS4s that receive storm water from lands zoned for 
industrial activity (based on comprehensive zoning plans or equivalent), a MS4 outfall that 
discharges from a single pipe with an inside diameter of 12 inches or more or from its equivalent 
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(i.e. discharge from other than a circular pipe associated with a drainage area of 2 acres or 
more). 
 
Maximum Daily Action Level (MDAL) –The highest allowable daily discharge of a pollutant, 
over a calendar day (or 24 hour period).  For pollutants with action levels expressed in units of 
mass, the daily discharge is calculated as the total mass of the pollutant discharged over the 
day.  For pollutants with action levels expressed in other units of measurement, the daily 
discharge is calculated as the arithmetic mean measurement of the pollutant over the day. 
 
Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP) – The technology-based standard established by 
Congress in CWA section 402(p)(3)(B)(iii) for storm water that operators of MS4s must meet.  
Technology-based standards establish the level of pollutant reductions that dischargers must 
achieve, typically by treatment or by a combination of source control and treatment control 
BMPs.   MEP generally emphasizes pollution prevention and source control BMPs primarily (as 
the first line of defense) in combination with treatment methods serving as a backup (additional 
line of defense).   MEP considers economics and is generally, but not necessarily, less stringent 
than BAT.  A definition for MEP is not provided either in the statute or in the regulations.  
Instead the definition of MEP is dynamic and will be defined by the following process over time: 
municipalities propose their definition of MEP by way of their runoff management programs.  
Their total collective and individual activities conducted pursuant to the runoff management 
programs becomes their proposal for MEP as it applies both to their overall effort, as well as to 
specific activities (e.g., MEP for street sweeping, or MEP for MS4 maintenance).   In the 
absence of a proposal acceptable to the San Diego Water Board, the San Diego Water Board 
defines MEP.  
 

In a memo dated February 11, 1993, entitled "Definition of Maximum Extent Practicable," 
Elizabeth Jennings, Senior Staff Counsel, SWRCB addressed the achievement of the MEP 
standard as follows: 
 

“To achieve the MEP standard, municipalities must employ whatever Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) are technically feasible (i.e., are likely to be effective) and are not cost 
prohibitive.  The major emphasis is on technical feasibility.  Reducing pollutants to the MEP 
means choosing effective BMPs, and rejecting applicable BMPs only where other effective 
BMPs will serve the same purpose, or the BMPs would not be technically feasible, or the 
cost would be prohibitive.  In selecting BMPs to achieve the MEP standard, the following 
factors may be useful to consider: 

 

a. Effectiveness:  Will the BMPs address a pollutant (or pollutant source) of concern? 
b. Regulatory Compliance: Is the BMP in compliance with storm water regulations as well 

as other environmental regulations? 
c. Public Acceptance: Does the BMP have public support? 
d. Cost:  Will the cost of implementing the BMP have a reasonable relationship to the 

pollution control benefits to be achieved? 
e. Technical Feasibility: Is the BMP technically feasible considering soils, geography, water 

resources, etc.? 
 

The final determination regarding whether a municipality has reduced pollutants to the 
maximum extent practicable can only be made by the Regional or State Water Boards, and 
not by the municipal discharger.  If a municipality reviews a lengthy menu of BMPs and 
chooses to select only a few of the least expensive, it is likely that MEP has not been met.  
On the other hand, if a municipal discharger employs all applicable BMPs except those 
where it can show that they are not technically feasible in the locality, or whose cost would 
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exceed any benefit derived, it would have met the standard.  Where a choice may be made 
between two BMPs that should provide generally comparable effectiveness, the discharger 
may choose the least expensive alternative and exclude the more expensive BMP.  
However, it would not be acceptable either to reject all BMPs that would address a pollutant 
source, or to pick a BMP based solely on cost, which would be clearly less effective.  In 
selecting BMPs the municipality must make a serious attempt to comply and practical 
solutions may not be lightly rejected.  In any case, the burden would be on the municipal 
discharger to show compliance with its permit.  After selecting a menu of BMPs, it is the 
responsibility of the discharger to ensure that all BMPs are implemented.” 

 
Monitoring Year – October 1 to September 30 
 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) – A conveyance or system of conveyances 
(including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, 
man-made channels, or storm drains): (i) Owned or operated by a State, city, town, borough, 
county, parish, district, association, or other public body (created by or pursuant to State law) 
having jurisdiction over disposal of sewage, industrial wastes, storm water, or other wastes, 
including special districts under State law such as a sewer district, flood control district or 
drainage district, or similar entity, or an Indian tribe or an authorized Indian tribal organization, or 
designated and approved management agency under section 208 of the CWA that discharges 
to waters of the United States; (ii) Designated or used for collecting or conveying storm water; 
(iii) Which is not a combined sewer; (iv) Which is not part of the Publicly Owned Treatment 
Works (POTW) as defined at 40 CFR 122.26.   
 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) - The national program for 
issuing, modifying, revoking and reissuing, terminating, monitoring and enforcing permits, and 
imposing and enforcing pretreatment requirements, under Sections 307, 318, 402, and 405 of 
the CWA.   
 
Non-Storm Water - All discharges to and from a MS4 that do not originate from precipitation 
events (i.e., all discharges from a MS4 other than storm water).  Non-storm water includes illicit 
discharges and NPDES permitted discharges. 
 
Nuisance - As defined in the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, a nuisance is “anything 
which meets all of the following requirements: 1) Is injurious to health, or is indecent, or 
offensive to the senses, or an obstruction to the free use of property, so as to interfere with the 
comfortable enjoyment of life or property.  2) Affects at the same time an entire community or 
neighborhood, or any considerable number of persons, although the extent of the annoyance or 
damage inflicted upon individuals may be unequal. 3) Occurs during, or as a result of, the 
treatment or disposal of wastes.” 
 
Ocean Waters – the territorial marine waters of the State as defined by California law to the 
extent these waters are outside of enclosed bays, estuaries, and coastal lagoons.  Discharges 
to ocean waters are regulated in accordance with the State Board’s California Ocean Plan. 
 
Order – Unless otherwise specified, refers to this Order, Order No. R9-2013-0001 (NPDES No. 
CAS0109266) 
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Persistent Flow - Persistent flow is defined as the presence of flowing, pooled, or ponded 
water more than 72 hours after a measureable rainfall event of 0.1 inch or greater during three 
consecutive monitoring and/or inspection events.  All other flowing, pooled, or ponded water is 
considered transient. 
 
Person - A person is defined as an individual, association, partnership, corporation, 
municipality, State or Federal agency, or an agent or employee thereof [40 CFR 122.2]. 
 

Point Source - Any discernible, confined, and discrete conveyance, including, but not limited to, 
any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, container, rolling stock, 
concentrated animal feeding operations, landfill leachate collection systems, vessel, or other 
floating craft from which pollutants are or may be discharged.  This term does not include return 
flows from irrigated agriculture or agricultural storm water runoff.  
 

Pollutant - Any agent that may cause or contribute to the degradation of water quality such that 
a condition of pollution or contamination is created or aggravated. 
 

Pollution - As defined in the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, pollution is “the 
alteration of the quality of the waters of the State by waste, to a degree that unreasonably 
affects the either of the following: 1) The waters for beneficial uses; or 2) Facilities that serve 
these beneficial uses.”  Pollution may include contamination. 
 

Pollution Prevention - Pollution prevention is defined as practices and processes that reduce 
or eliminate the generation of pollutants, in contrast to source control BMPs, treatment control 
BMPs, or disposal. 
 

Pre-Development Runoff Conditions  – Runoff conditions that existed onsite before the 
existing development was constructed, or exists onsite before planned development activities 
occur.   
 

Priority Development Projects - New development and redevelopment projects defined under 
Provision E.3.b of Order No. R9-2012-0011. 
 

Rainy Season (aka Wet Season) –October 1 to April 30  
 

Receiving Waters – Waters of the United States. 
 

Receiving Water Limitations - Waste discharge requirements issued by the San Diego Water 
Board typically include both: (1) “Effluent Limitations” (or “Discharge Limitations”) that specify 
the technology-based or water-quality-based effluent limitations; and (2) “Receiving Water 
Limitations” that specify the water quality objectives in the Basin Plan as well as any other 
limitations necessary to attain those objectives.  In summary, the “Receiving Water Limitations” 
provision is the provision used to implement the requirements of CWA section 402(p)(3)(B). 
 

Redevelopment - The creation, addition, and or replacement of impervious surface on an 
already developed site.  Examples include the expansion of a building footprint, road widening, 
the addition to or replacement of a structure, and creation or addition of impervious surfaces.  
Replacement of impervious surfaces includes any activity that is not part of a routine 
maintenance activity where impervious material(s) are removed, exposing underlying soil during 
construction.  Redevelopment does not include trenching and resurfacing associated with utility 
work; resurfacing existing roadways; new sidewalk construction, pedestrian ramps, or bike lane 
on existing roads; and routine replacement of damaged pavement, such as pothole repair. 



Tentative Order No. R9-2013-0001  Month Day, 2013 

 

ATTACHMENT C: ACRONYMS, ABBREVIATIONS, AND DEFINITIONS 
Definitions 

C-9 

 

Reporting Period – The period of information that is reported in the Annual Report.  The 
reporting period consists of two components:  1) July 1 to June 30, consistent with the fiscal 
year, for the implementation of the jurisdictional runoff management programs, and 2) October 1 
to September 30, consistent with the monitoring year for the monitoring and assessment 
programs.  Together, these two time periods constitute the reporting year for the Annual Report 
due January 31 following the end of the monitoring year. 
 
Retain –Keep or hold in a particular place, condition, or position without discharge to surface 
waters. 
 

Retrofitting – Storm water management practice put into place after development has occurred 
in watersheds where the practices previously did not exist.  Retrofitting of developed areas is 
intended to improve water quality, protect downstream channels, reduce flooding, or meet other 
specific objectives.  Retrofitting developed areas may include, but is not limited to replacing 
roofs with green roofs, disconnecting downspouts or impervious surfaces to drain to pervious 
surfaces, replacing impervious surfaces with pervious surfaces, installing rain barrels, installing 
rain gardens, and trash area enclosures. 
 
Runoff - All flows in a storm water conveyance system that consists of the following 
components: (1) storm water (wet weather flows) and (2) non-storm water including dry weather 
flows. 
 

San Diego Water Board – As used in this document the term "San Diego Water Board" is 
synonymous with the term "Regional Board" as defined in Water Code section 13050(b) and is 
intended to refer to the California Regional Water Quality Control Board for the San Diego 
Region as specified in Water Code Section 13200.   
 
Sediment - Soil, sand, and minerals washed from land into water.  Sediment resulting from 
anthropogenic sources (i.e. human induced land disturbance activities) is considered a 
pollutant.  This Order regulates only the discharges of sediment from anthropogenic sources 
and does not regulate naturally occurring sources of sediment.  Sediment can destroy fish-
nesting areas, clog animal habitats, and cloud waters so that sunlight does not reach aquatic 
plants.    
 
Source Control BMP – Land use or site planning practices, or structural or nonstructural 
measures that aim to prevent runoff pollution by reducing the potential for contamination at the 
source of pollution.  Source control BMPs minimize the contact between pollutants and runoff.   
 
Storm Water – Per 40 CFR 122.26(b)(13), means storm water runoff, snowmelt runoff and 
surface runoff and drainage.  Surface runoff and drainage pertains to runoff and drainage 
resulting from precipitation events. 
 
Stream, Channel, or Habitat Rehabilitation – Measures or activities for the purpose of 
improving or restoring the environmental health (i.e. physical, chemical and biological integrity) 
of streams, channels, or river systems.  Rehabilitation techniques may include, but are not 
limited to, riparian zone restoration, constructed wetlands, bank stabilization, channel 
reconfiguration, and daylighting drainage systems.  
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Structural BMPs - A subset of BMPs which detains, retains, filters, removes, or prevents the 
release of pollutants to surface waters from development projects in perpetuity, after 
construction of a project is completed.  
 
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) - The maximum amount of a pollutant that can be 
discharged into a water body from all sources (point and non-point) and still maintain water 
quality standards.  Under CWA section 303(d), TMDLs must be developed for all water bodies 
that do not meet water quality standards after application of technology-based controls. 
 

Toxicity - Adverse responses of organisms to chemicals or physical agents ranging from 
mortality to physiological responses such as impaired reproduction or growth anomalies). The 
water quality objectives for toxicity provided in the Basin Plan, state in part…“All waters shall be 
free of toxic substances in concentrations that are toxic to, or that produce detrimental 
physiological responses in human, plant, animal, or aquatic life….The survival of aquatic life in 
surface waters subjected to a waste discharge or other controllable water quality factors, shall 
not be less than that for the same water body in areas unaffected by the waste discharge”.  
 

Treatment Control BMP – Any engineered system designed to remove pollutants by simple 
gravity settling of particulate pollutants, filtration, biological uptake, media absorption or any 
other physical, biological, or chemical process. 
 

Unpaved Road – Any long, narrow stretch without pavement used for traveling by motor 
passenger vehicles between two or more points.  Unpaved roads are generally constructed of 
dirt, gravel, aggregate or macadam and may be improved or unimproved. 
 

Waste - As defined in CWC Section 13050(d), “waste includes sewage and any and all other 
waste substances, liquid, solid, gaseous, or radioactive, associated with human habitation, or of 
human or animal origin, or from any producing, manufacturing, or processing operation, 
including waste placed within containers of whatever nature prior to, and for purposes of, 
disposal.” 
 

Article 2 of CCR Title 23, Chapter 15 (Chapter 15) contains a waste classification system that 
applies to solid and semi-solid waste, which cannot be discharged directly or indirectly to water 
of the state and which therefore must be discharged to land for treatment, storage, or disposal 
in accordance with Chapter 15.  There are four classifications of waste (listed in order of highest 
to lowest threat to water quality): hazardous waste, designated waste, non-hazardous solid 
waste, and inert waste. 
 

Water Quality Objective - Numerical or narrative limits on constituents or characteristics of 
water designated to protect designated beneficial uses of the water.  [California Water Code 
Section 13050 (h)]. California’s water quality objectives are established by the State and 
Regional Water Boards in the Water Quality Control Plans.  Numeric or narrative limits for 
pollutants or characteristics of water designed to protect the beneficial uses of the water.  In 
other words, a water quality objective is the maximum concentration of a pollutant that can exist 
in a receiving water and still generally ensure that the beneficial uses of the receiving water 
remain protected (i.e., not impaired).  Since water quality objectives are designed specifically to 
protect the beneficial uses, when the objectives are violated the beneficial uses are, by 
definition, no longer protected and become impaired.  This is a fundamental concept under the 
Porter Cologne Act.  Equally fundamental is Porter Cologne’s definition of pollution.  A condition 
of pollution exists when the water quality needed to support designated beneficial uses has 
become unreasonably affected or impaired; in other words, when the water quality objectives 
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have been violated.  These underlying definitions (regarding beneficial use protection) are the 
reason why all waste discharge requirements implementing the federal NPDES regulations 
require compliance with water quality objectives.   (Water quality objectives are also called 
water quality criteria in the CWA.) 
 

Water Quality Standards - Water quality standards, as defined in Clean Water Act section 
303(c) consist of the beneficial uses (e.g., swimming, fishing, municipal drinking water supply, 
etc.,) of a water body  and criteria ( referred to as water quality objectives in the California Water 
Code ) necessary to protect those uses.  Under the Water Code, the water boards establish 
beneficial uses and water quality objectives in water quality control or basin plans. Together with 
an anti-degradation policy, these beneficial uses and water quality objectives serve as water 
quality standards under the Clean Water Act.   In Clean Water Act parlance, state beneficial 
uses are called “designated uses” and state water quality objectives are called “criteria.” 
Throughout this Order, the relevant term is used depending on the statutory scheme. 
 

Waters of the State - Any water, surface or underground, including saline waters within the 
boundaries of the State [CWC section 13050 (e)]. The definition of the Waters of the State is 
broader than that for the Waters of the United States in that all water in the State is considered 
to be a Waters of the State regardless of circumstances or condition.   
 
Waters of the United States - As defined in the 40 CFR 122.2, the Waters of the U.S. are 
defined as: “(a) All waters, which are currently used, were used in the past, or may be 
susceptible to use in interstate or foreign commerce, including all waters which are subject to 
the ebb and flow of the tide; (b) All interstate waters, including interstate “wetlands;” (c) All other 
waters such as intrastate lakes, rivers, streams (including intermittent streams), mudflats, 
sandflats, “wetlands,” sloughs, prairie potholes, wet meadows, playa lakes, or natural ponds the 
use, degradation or destruction of which would affect or could affect interstate or foreign 
commerce including any such waters: (1) Which are or could be used by interstate or foreign 
travelers for recreational or other purposes; (2) From which fish or shellfish are or could be 
taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce; or (3) Which are used or could be used for 
industrial purposes by industries in interstate commerce; (d) All impoundments of waters 
otherwise defined as waters of the United States under this definition: (e) Tributaries of waters 
identified in paragraphs (a) through (d) of this definition; (f) The territorial seas; and (g) 
“Wetlands” adjacent to waters (other than waters that are themselves wetlands) identified in 
paragraphs (a) through (f) of this definition.  Waters of the United States do not include prior 
converted cropland.  Notwithstanding the determination of an area’s status as prior converted 
cropland by any other federal agency, for the purposes of the Clean Water Act, the final 
authority regarding Clean Water Act jurisdiction remains with the EPA.” 
 
Watershed - That geographical area which drains to a specified point on a water course, 
usually a confluence of streams or rivers (also known as drainage area, catchment, or river 
basin). 
 
Wet Season (aka Rainy Season) –October 1 to April 30  
 
Wet Weather – Weather is considered wet if there is a storm event of 0.1 inches and greater 
and the following 72 hours, unless otherwise defined by another regulatory mechanism.  
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