STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD
RESOLUTION NO. 2008-0081

APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN
FOR THE SAN DIEGO BAY BASIN (BASIN PLAN) TO INCORPORATE REVISED
CONDITIONAL WAIVERS OF WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
FOR SPECIFIC TYPES OF DISCHARGE WITHIN THE SAN DIEGO REGION

WHEREAS:

1.

On October 10, 2007, the San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board (San Diego
Water Board) adopted Resolution No. R9-2007-0104 amending the Basin Plan to
incorporate revised conditional waivers of waste discharge requirements for specific types of
discharge within the San Diego Region.

The San Diego Water Board found that the analysis contained in the staff report, the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) checklist, notice of public hearing, and notice
of filing prepared by San Diego Water Board staff comply with the requirements of the State
Water Resources Control Board’s (State Water Board’s) certified regulatory CEQA process,
as set forth in the CEQA, Title 23, section 3775 et seq.

The San Diego Water Board found that adoption of this amendment would result in no
adverse effect on wildlife, and the amendment would be consistent with the State
Antidegradation Policy (State Water Board Resolution No. 68-16) and federal
antidegradation requirements.

The State Water Board finds that the Basin Plan amendment is in conformance with the
California Water Code section 13240, which specifies that Regional Water Quality Control
Boards may revise Basin Plans.

The purpose of this Basin Plan amendment is to revise the conditional waivers in the Basin
Plan to include waiver conditions intended to minimize or eliminate the discharge or
potential discharge of pollutants to waters of the state, as well as allow additional types of
discharge to be eligible for conditional waivers.

There are 35 (26 existing and nine new) types of discharge for which the San Diego Water
Board would waive the requirement to file a report of waste discharge and has adopted
conditional waivers of waste discharge requirements. Instead of developing conditional
waivers for each specific type of discharge, an integrated approach was developed to
simplify the conditional waivers. Types of discharge that are similar in nature or originate
from a common setting or operation have been grouped together into a “discharge
classification.”

The State Water Board is working with other agencies to establish uniform criteria for green
waste and composting operations. Four amendments the San Diego Water Board proposed
for its Basin Plan concern green waste and composting operations. These amendments are
Item 3.1.C. General Waiver Conditions for Composting Manure from Animal Operations,
Item 4.1.C. General Waiver Conditions for Composting Green Waste from Agricultural and
Nursery Operations (Page D-22), Item 5.1.B. General Waiver Conditions for Composting
Green Waste During/From Silvicultural Operations (Page D-26), and Item 8.11.B. Specific
Waiver Conditions for Discharges to Composting Operations (Page D-36) in Appendix D to
the Basin Plan. The State Water Board disapproves these four amendments to the Basin
Plan in order to ensure they will not be inconsistent with ongoing state efforts.


http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/agendas/2008/nov/res_r9_2007_0104.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/1968/rs68_016.pdf

8. The disapproval of the three amendments in whereas paragraph 7 does not change the
conclusions of the environmental or antidegradation analysis performed by the San Diego
Water Board.

9. The Basin Plan amendment must be submitted for review and approval by the State Water
Board and the Office of Administrative Law (OAL). Once approved by the State Water
Board, the amendment is submitted to OAL. The Basin Plan amendment will become
effective upon approval by OAL.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
The State Water Board:

1. Except for the four amendments incorporating conditional waivers for Item 3.1.C. General
Waiver Conditions for Composting Manure from Animal Operations, Item 4.1.C. General
Waiver Conditions for Composting Green Waste from Agricultural and Nursery Operations
(Page D-22), Item 5.1.B. General Waiver Conditions for Composting Green Waste
During/From Silvicultural Operations (Page D-26), and Item 8.11.B. Specific Waiver
Conditions for Discharges to Composting Operations (Page D-36) in Appendix D to the
Basin Plan, approves the amendment to the Basin Plan as adopted under San Diego Water
Board Resolution No. R9-2007-0104.

2. Directs the Executive Director to make any conforming changes to the Basin Plan language
and accompanying documents to implement resolved paragraph 1.

3. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to submit the amendment as adopted under
San Diego Water Board Resolution No. R9-2007-0104 to OAL for approval of the regulatory
provisions.
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