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SUBJECT:

EAST FORT BAKER, MARIN COUNTY – Notification of Executive Officer’s Intent to Sign Record of Decision

CHRONOLOGY:
The Regional Board has not previously considered this item.

DISCUSSION:

The U.S. Army owns East Fort Baker (EFB) and operated it as an active military base from 1866 until 1995.  EFB is currently comprised of 93 acres and is located immediately adjacent to San Francisco Bay, just inside the Golden Gate Bridge.  Of the 93-acre total, the submerged land in Horseshoe Bay occupies approximately 12 acres and the remaining 81 acres are upland.  The property is scheduled to be transferred to the National Park Service for inclusion in the Golden Gate National Recreation Area once the Record of Decision (ROD) is signed and implemented.  

Historic Army operations at EFB resulted in the unauthorized releases of chemicals including polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), lead, dioxins, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), and petroleum hydrocarbons.  However, in comparison to other closing military bases in our Region, this site was never severely affected by pollutants.  The onshore areas of concern included a concrete basin where hazardous materials were potentially disposed and/or burned, a vehicle wash rack, an engine repair shop, underground fuel tanks, a fuel distribution pipeline system, and a small boat repair facility that currently houses the Presidio Yacht Club.  With the advice and concurrence of the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) and Regional Board staff, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has completed remediation of the onshore areas of concern.  Cleanup consisted of excavation and disposal of soil that exceeded risk-based remedial goals.  No significant groundwater pollution was encountered at this site.  Based on USACE’s reports, the upland portion of the site no longer poses significant risks to public health, safety, or the environment.

A localized area of offshore sediment with elevated levels of lead and PAHs was identified in Horseshoe Bay.  Several alternatives acceptable to Regional Board and DTSC staff have been identified to address the sediment pollution in Horseshoe Bay; however, the Army is awaiting the results of additional characterization before selecting their preferred alternative.  We are confident that a remedial alternative that is acceptable to both the regulatory agencies and the USACE will be identified and that the ROD will be available for signature in early September 2001.

 

RECOMMEN-

 DATION:

I intend to sign the Record of Decision unless Regional Board members object.

File No.: 

2159.5145 (LBJ)
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