STATE OF CALIFORNIA







PRIVATE 

REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION






STAFF SUMMARY REPORT  







STAFF:  Wil Bruhns







MEETING DATE: September 19, 2001

ITEM:


14

SUBJECT:

CITY OF PALO ALTO, REGIONAL WATER POLLUTION CONTROL PLANT, SANTA CLARA COUNTY – Hearing to Consider Mandatory Minimum Penalty for Discharge of Partially Treated Wastewater to Waters of the State 

  DISCUSSION:
The Palo Alto treatment plant had 44 violations of effluent limits between May 24 and December 21, 2000; four pH violations (less than 6.5), five chlorine residuals (greater than 0.0 mg/l), and 35 5-day median coliform limits (greater than 23 MPN/100ml). The specific violations are contained in Appendices A and B. The apparent cause of all but the first of these violations was the rehabilitation of two of the treatment units, i.e. the fixed film reactors (FFR), at the plant. The series of violations began when the first of two rehabilitated FFRs was brought on line and the second was taken off-line. The violations ended after several different attempts at changing plant operations to deal with the violations. 

Forty-two of the 44 violations between May and December are subject to mandatory penalties. Of the first three, one was serious and two were chronic violations as defined under SB 709, thus two of the first three do not count towards mandatory penalties. This leads to 42 violations and a mandatory penalty of $126,000.

Palo Alto has waived its right to a hearing and agreed to pay the mandatory penalty, see Appendix C. 

RECOMMEND-  
No action required

ATION: 

 

File Number: 

2189.8011 (WKB)

Appendices:

A – Complaint 




B – Staff Report




C - Palo Alto letters

APPENDIX A

APPENDIX B
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