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SAN MATEO COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION –Resolution of Concurrence for San Mateo County Declaration of Public Health Threat Related to Sewage Disposal for Community of Pescadero

CHRONOLOGY: 
No Previous Board Actions

DISCUSSION:
The Community of Pescadero has a long history of sewage disposal problems. All of the approximately 110 residences and small businesses are served by individual on-site septic systems, many dating back to the late 1890’s. The current wastewater systems are providing inadequate and unsafe treatment and dispersion of waste, posing a continuing threat to the underlying groundwater aquifer, used by many residents for drinking water. The resulting high nitrates and bacteria contamination in the groundwater also pose a threat to the water quality of local streams and wetlands. Poor soils and a high water table in the area preclude the installation of effective new septic systems. 

In 1974 San Mateo County Public Health and Environmental Protection Division (Environmental Health) issued a Notice of Health Hazard alerting local residents of extremely high nitrates in the community’s water supply. Subsequently, to reduce potential public health hazards, especially to young children, Environmental Health found a remote water source and connected most residences to a small County water system in the late 1980’s. However, about 20% of residents still rely on local wells for their source of drinking water (Staff Report, Appendix C).

On October 5, 2004, Environmental Health issued a Public Health Threat Declaration stating that the present failing wastewater disposal systems continue to pose a significant hazard to public health and water quality (Appendix B). Staff concurs with Environmental Health that bacterial and nitrate contamination of the community’s local groundwater aquifer poses a significant threat to public health and poses a threat to water quality in local surface waters. It is also concluded that the combination of inadequate soil structure and high groundwater in the area precludes the installation of effective new septic systems.

The Community of Pescadero, with the support of Environmental Health, has applied for grant funding under the State’s 2004 Small Community Grant program to replace the existing septic systems with a wastewater collection and treatment system that meets State Department of Health Sciences recycled water criteria for local reuse. 

A Tentative Resolution supporting Environmental Health’s Public Health Threat Declaration in the Community of Pescadero is in Appendix A. The Resolution also recommends to the State Board that the Community of Pescadero be considered for grant assistance under the 2004 Small Community Grant program to plan and construct a small community wastewater collection, treatment and disposal system. 

RECOMMEN-

DATION
Adoption of the Tentative Resolution (Appendix A)
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