
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER 96-011

GENERAL WATER REUSE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER AND WATER AGENCIES

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
(hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

PURPOSE and APPLICABILITY

1. This Order serves as a General Water Reuse Order authorizing municipal wastewater
reuse by producers, distrihutors and users of non-potable recycled wastewater
throughout the region. The intent of this Order is to streamline the permitting
process and delegate the responsiblity of administrating water reuse programs to local
agencies to the fullest extent possible.

2. This Order is intended to serve as a region-wide general permit for publicly owned
wastewater and water agencies that recycle treated municipal wastewater. It is
intended to replace individual reuse Orders and applies to the following suppliers of
recycl ed watel':

a. Producers of secondary and tertiary recycled water that meets CCR Title 22
water reuse criteria and is reused for a direct beneficial use or a controlled
use that would not otherwise occur.

b. A Distributor of recycled water - who receives wastewater from a municipal
wastewater facility, mayor may not give it additional treatment to meet CCR
Title 22 water reuse criteria for its intended use (.I) and distributes it to users. In
some cases, a written agreernen (e.g., Joint Powers Agreement or equivalent
contractual agreement) between a Producer and a Distributor may be preferable
to issuing this Order to the Distributor.

c. Although the statewide criteria specified in Title 22 apply only to use of
recycled water and not to the disposal of wastewater to land (e.g., to meet
NPDES restrictions for receiving water discharge) those discharges to land may
pose an identical degree of public exposure and risk.

Therefore, wastewater agencies that apply wastewater to land through irrigation for
the primary pupose of disposal, but operate in accordance with these requtrements,
may also apply to be regulated under this Order.

d. It should be noted that a project that is very complex in nature (long-term,
multi-phased projects, e.g., Zone 7/Llvermore water reuse program) may best be
served by an individual order.

3. A separate NPDES permit must be obtained from the Regional Board for projects
involving the use of ephemeral or year-round streams or other waters of the State for
recycled water conveyance or direct or indirect groundwater recharge.

4. Water reuse is an essential part of an overall program to manage local and regional
water resources. Many local governing bodies have adopted resolutions establishing
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