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C.13. Copper Controls 
The control program for copper is detailed below. The Permittees shall implement the 
control measures and accomplish the reporting on those control measures according to 
the provisions below. The purpose of these provisions is to implement the control 
measures identified in the Basin Plan amendment necessary to support the copper site-
specific objectives in San Francisco Bay. The Permittees may comply with any 
requirement of C.13 Provisions through a collaborative effort. 

C.13.a. Manage Waste Generated from Cleaning and Treating of Copper Architectural 
Features, Including Copper Roofs, during Construction and Post-Construction. 
i. Task Description – The Permittees shall prohibit the discharge of wastewater to 

storm drains generated from the installation, cleaning, treating, and washing of 
the surface of copper architectural features, including copper roofs. 

ii. Implementation Level 
(1) The Permittees shall require, when issuing building permits, use of 

appropriate BMPs for managing waste during and post-construction   

(2) The Permittees shall educate installers and operators on appropriate BMPs 
for managing copper-containing wastes. 

(3) The Permittees shall enforce against noncompliance. 

iii. Reporting 
(1) In the 2016 Annual Report, the Permittees shall certify that legal authority 

currently exists to prohibit the discharge of wastewater to storm drains 
generated from the installation, cleaning, treating, and washing of copper 
architectural features, including copper roofs. 

(2) In the 2016 Annual Report, the Permittees shall report how copper 
architectural features are addressed through the issuance of building 
permits.  

(3) The Permittees shall report annually permitting and enforcement activities. 

C.13.b. Manage Discharges from Pools, Spas, and Fountains that Contain Copper-
Based Chemicals 
i. Task Description – Permittees shall prohibit discharges to storm drains from 

pools, spas, and fountains that contain copper-based chemicals. 

ii. Implementation Level – The Permittees shall either: 1) require installation of a 
sanitary sewer discharge connection for pools, spas, and fountains, including 
connection for filter backwash, with a proper permit from the POTWs; or 2) 
require diversion of discharge for use in landscaping or irrigation. 
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iii. Reporting  
(1) In the 2016Annual Report, the Permittees shall certify that legal authority 

currently exists to prohibit the discharges to storm drains of water 
containing copper-based chemicals from pools, spas, and fountains. 

(2) In the 2016 Annual Report, the Permittees shall report how copper-
containing discharges from pools, spas, and fountains are addressed 
through the permitting process.  

(3) The Permittees shall report annually permitting and enforcement activities. 

C.13.c. Industrial Sources 
i. Task Description – The Permittees shall ensure industrial facilities do not 

discharge elevated levels of copper to storm drains by ensuring, through 
industrial facility inspections, that proper BMPs are in place. 

ii. Implementation Level –  
(1) As part of industrial site controls required by Provision C.4, the Permittees 

shall identify facilities likely to use copper or have sources of copper (e.g., 
plating facilities, metal finishers, auto dismantlers) and include them in 
their inspection program plans.  

(2) The Permittees shall educate industrial inspectors on industrial facilities 
likely to use copper or have sources of copper and proper BMPs for them.  

(3) As part of the industrial inspection, inspectors shall ensure that proper 
BMPs are in place at such facilities to minimize discharge of copper to 
storm drains, including consideration of roof runoff that might accumulate 
copper deposits from ventilation systems on-site. 

iii. Reporting 
The Permittees shall highlight copper reduction results in the industrial 
inspection component in the C.13 portion of each Annual Report. 
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