December 7, 2006

Mr. Bruce Wolfe, Executive Director

San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board

1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400

Oakland,  CA  94612

Re:  Comments on Draft Stormwater Municipal Regional Permit (MRP)

Dear. Mr. Wolfe,

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the Regional Water Quality Control Board’s working draft of the Municipal Regional Permit (MRP).

While the Town supports the MRP concept as it provides consistent implementation of the stormwater permit requirements amongst all jurisdictions, we have concerns that the proposed MRP goes beyond existing requirements without providing a link to water quality benefits.  The increased requirements have substantial costs associated with them, and place an unreasonable burden on local resources.   Following are some comments provided by staff on the proposed working draft:

· Provision C.3.b proposes further reduction of the C.3 implementation threshold from 10,000 square feet to 5,000 square feet, which places additional burden on local agencies’ limited staff resources with unknown water quality benefits.

· Provision C.3.c. eliminates the single-family home exemption for requiring treatment controls, which places an additional burden on local agencies’ limited staff resources with unknown water quality benefits.

· Provision C.3.j proposes increased new development data collection and reporting to projects greater than 1,000 square feet, which would require extensive staff time and cost for unknown benefit or use.

· Provision C.10 proposes potentially extensive trash assessment and removal programs, which could be costly with unknown reductions in trash loading.

· Provision C.2.1 proposes requiring agencies to replace 50% of existing street sweeping equipment within five years, which would require significant capital expenditures for certain jurisdictions.

The current C.3 requirements requiring additional permitting requirements for projects meeting the 10,000 square foot threshold have just come into effect.  We have not even begun to evaluate the impacts of this new requirement.  It seems appropriate to allow jurisdictions time to comply with the existing C.3 provisions before mandating more changes.  
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We are concerned that overly prescriptive reporting takes time away from efforts to implement stormwater pollution prevention programs and best management practices that help to improve water quality.  

Specific to the Town of Portola Valley, we have a population of 4,500 with 1,750 households.  Out of a staff of thirteen, that includes administration, finance, building, engineering, planning and public works, the implementation and reporting requirements currently involves 40% of our small staff.  We are concerned over the impacts that the proposed new requirements will impose upon our staff and budget. 

The Bay Area Stormwater Management Agencies Association (BASMAA) has proposed MRP performance standards that provides an integrated and comprehensive approach to managing stormwater.  These performance standards have been implemented by many jurisdictions.  We encourage the use of BASMAA’s proposed performance standards for illicit discharges, construction inspections, municipal maintenance, new development and public information and participation.

Again, thank you for providing the opportunity to provide comments on the working draft of the MRP.   If you have any questions regarding these comments, please contact me at (650) 851-1700, extension 12 or llambert@portolavalley.net.

Sincerely,

Leslie A. Lambert

Planning Manager

cc:  
Town Administrator


Town Attorney


Town Council


Public Works Director


Matthew Fabry, STOPPP Coordinator


Geoff Brosseau, BASMAA

