
  
 

   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
      

 
             

 
  

 
  
 

  

 

    
  

  
 

  
 

 
   

   
     

   
    

 
  

  
  

  
  

   
 

   
 

 
   

     
    

   
  

  
  

 
   

  
 

   
  

 

  
      

 
 

   
  

 
 

 

State of California 
Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board 

3737 Main Street, Riverside, CA 92501 

Minutes of the September 7, 2018 Board Meeting 
City of Loma Linda 
25541 Barton Road 

Loma Linda, CA 92648 

1. Chair Ruh called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Board Members Present Board Members Absent 
William Ruh, Chair 
Linda Ackerman, Vice-Chair 
Tom Rivera 
William P. von Blasingame 
Lana Peterson 
Daniel P. Selmi 

Staff Members Present 
Hope A. Smythe, Executive Officer 
Jayne Joy, Assistant Executive Officer 
Teresita Sablan, Regional Board Counsel 
Lauma Willis, Division Chief 
Mark E. Smythe, Division Chief 
Ann E. Sturdivant, Division Chief 
Xinyu (Cindy) Li, Chief of Land Disposal 
Michelle Beckwith, Chief of Storm Water - Coastal 
Dave Woelfel, Chief of Regional Programs 
Adam Fischer, Chief of Storm Water - Inland 
Chuck Griffin, Senior Water Resources Engineer 
Ken Theisen, Water Resources Control Engineer 
Mary Bartholomew, Environmental Scientist 
Sue Ann Neal, Engineering Geologist 
Claudia Tenorio, Environmental Scientist 
Christine Silken, Water Resources Control Engineer 
Maria Marquez, Student 
Reyna Mendoza, Student 
Daniel Mefford, Assistant Information Systems Analyst 
Felipa Carrillo, Executive Assistant 

Public in Attendance 
Marsha Westropp, OCWD Andy Ramirez, City of San Jacinto 
Pat Boldt, WRCAC Sarah Spinuzzi, Orange Co Coastkeeper 
Mark Norton, SAWPA/LESJWA Lynn Morrill, City of San Jacinto/Rialto 
Mark Baker, Contech Al Javier, EMWD 
Andrea Gonzalez, RCFC&WCD Cynthia Gabaldon, Citizen 
Michelle Brown, WVMVCD 

2. Public Forum 
None. 

3. State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Liaison Report 
Taken out of order. See after Item 11. 
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4. Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of June 15, 2018 
There being no additions or corrections, the Minutes were approved as presented. 

Motion: It was moved by Board Member Rivera, 
seconded by Board Member Ackerman, and 
unanimously carried to approve the Board 
Meeting Minutes of June 15, 2018 as 
presented. 

5. *Consent Calendar Items 
Chair Ruh announced that 5gItems 6 and 8 had errata. 

*6. Amendment to Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) and Master 
Reclamation Permit for Irvine Ranch Water District’s Water Recycling Plants, 
Surface Water Discharges and Recycled Water Use, Order No. R8-2015-
0024, NPDES No. CA8000326, Orange County - Order No. R8-2018-0070 
with two errata 

*7. Revision of Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) for GATX Rail 
Corporation, Liquid Disposal Ponds, Colton, San Bernardino County - Order 
No. R8-2018-0084 

*8. Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) for Beckman Coulter, Inc., 4300 
North Harbor Boulevard, Fullerton, California - Order No. R8-2018-0087 with 
errata 

*9. Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) for Inland Empire Utilities Agency 
Groundwater Recharge Basin Operations and Maintenance Project in San 
Bernardino and Riverside Counties - Order No. R8-2018-0088 

*10. Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) for Embee Processing, LLC., 2136 
South Hathaway Street, Santa Ana - Order No. R8-2018-0089 

Motion: It was moved by Board Member Ackerman, 
seconded by Board Member Peterson, and 
unanimously carried to adopt Order Nos. R8-
2018-0070 with two errata, R8-2018-0084, 
R8-2018-0087 with errata, R8-2018-0088 and 
R8-2018-0089, as presented. 

11. Status Report on Amending the Septic Tank Prohibition in Quail Valley, Riverside County – 
Information Item 

This item was presented by Board staff, Ms. Mary Bartholomew, Environmental Scientist of the Inland 
Planning Unit. Ms. Bartholomew apprised the Regional Board on the direction of the amendment to 
the septic tank prohibition in Quail Valley. She showed the Regional Board the location of Quail Valley 
and its history of septic system failures that had occurred in 2004/2005, during a series of heavy rain 
events, which caused a significant number of septic system failures. She explained this is what led to 
the adoption of the Prohibition in Resolution No. R8-2006-0024. 

Ms. Bartholomew explained that the Resolution established a prohibition on waste discharges from 
new septic systems in Quail Valley. She talked about the Basin Plan Amendment process and the 
proposed revisions to the Prohibition. Ms. Bartholomew also described the Onsite Wastewater 
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Treatment System Policy (OWTS) adopted by the State Water Resources Control Board and Riverside 
County’s Local Area Management Plan (LAMP) that addressed the septic systems that came into effect 
after the Prohibition was adopted, and how it will be used to structure the proposed Basin Plan 
Amendment. 

Speakers: Sarah Spinuzzi, Staff Attorney, Orange County Coastkeeper. 

3. State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Liaison Report 

Steve Moore, Vice-Chair, State Water Resources Control Board. Presented a brief update on some of 
the activities at the State Board. Mr. Moore talked about some legislative bills that are of importance, 
especially the ones related to Region 8. 

Mr. Moore reported that the Bacteria Water Quality Objectives was adopted. He also said that the State 
Water Board has had over one hundred hearing days on the proposed California Water Fix Project. He 
said they also had a hearing on the Bay Delta, and that the plan is to focus on flow, water quality 
objectives, and salinity. He said adoption of this is scheduled for November 7, 2018. 

Region 8 related issues: 

Mr. Moore indicated that State Board approved to augment the small community grant amount for the 
Quail Valley Project. He said that this is the State Board’s priority, to help disadvantaged communities 
deal with septic system related issues. 

Mr. Moore said that a Board Meeting regarding the increase of annual fees is scheduled, and they will 
try to keep the increases below 10%, but ultimately, the fees will increase. He said the Cannabis 
Program is now the 8th largest program in the State and it exceeds the Irrigated Lands Regulatory 
Program budget. 

Mr. Moore said that ever since the Sanitary Sewer Overflow Waste Discharge Requirements that the 
Board adopted in 2006, there have been fewer reported spills; 6,127 to almost half of that in FY17/18. 

Mr. Moore also said that the Inland Empire Utilities Agency, Storm Water Implementation Project was 
awarded almost $10 Million dollars in Prop 1 grant funds for the Wineville Jurupa Basin RP3 Basin 
improvements pumping and conveyance system. 

Mr. Moore invited the Board to attend the next Water Quality Coordinating Committee (WQCC) meeting 
in October. He said they were dedicating the second day of the meeting to Regional/State Board 
coordination on climate change, setting a strategic objective throughout all operations to consider 
climate change in actions taken and to demonstrate to the public how it is being considered. 

Mr. Moore mentioned some things of interest in the legislature concerning disadvantaged communities, 
with both wastewater and drinking water issues. He said there is proposed language to amend the 
Budget Act SB862 and it is awaiting the governor’s signature. He said this would affect safe drinking 
water for schools, emergency grants to individual households for well and septic system replacement; 
water systems connections, well or septic system abandonment, installation, water treatment systems, 
and technical assistance on water issues. The legislature thought these issues should be managed 
through the State Water Board. 

Mr. Moore mentioned several other bills; SB901, regarding wildfires; SB1133, allows the State Water 
Board to accept donations of funds from a permittee for Basin Planning activities; SB1215, a provision 
of sewer service to disadvantaged communities, served by one or more inadequate onsite sewage 
treatment systems; SB1263 and SB1422 looks at the issues of microplastics and the other bill is on the 
Safe Drinking Water Act, where the State Water Board through the drinking water division would have 
a definition of microplastics and a standard methodology for measuring them. He said that the 
legislative bills are under consideration by the governor and have yet not been signed. 
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12. Status Report on the Revision on Update to the TMDLs for Nutrients in Lake Elsinore and Canyon 
Lake, Riverside County - information item 

Executive Officer Hope Smythe introduced Mark Norton as the presenter of this item, followed by Tim 
Moore. Ms. Smythe mentioned Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority’s (SAWPA) effort of updating the 
TMDL and that they have embraced the leadership role in moving this TMDL along. She said they been 
working with all the various stakeholders to develop appropriate control measures. Ms. Smythe 
particularly acknowledged Mark Norton for his leadership in the TMDL Task Fforce for over 14 years. 

Mr. Norton said that over $15 Million in State grant funds were used to implement lake improvements at 
both lakes. He said SAWPA and LESJWA played an important role as administrators of Lake Elsinore 
and Canyon Lake Nutrient TMDL Task Force that was formed in 2006. He said two of the main efforts 
for the past two years is updating the TMDL. He said he appreciated the Regional Board and Regional 
Board staff for the ongoing support of these multi-agency collaborative task force efforts, as well as 
many other task forces that have been indispensable. 

Mr. Tim Moore of Risk Sciences, a consultant to the Lake Elsinore and Canyon Lake TMDL Task Force 
presented the work being completed to revise and update the nutrient TMDL, which were first adopted 
in 2004 by the Regional Board. He provided the history of both lakes and their challenges in reducing 
algae, salinity, and nutrient loads. He explained that maintaining the lake level in Lake Elsinore is an 
effective management practice to improve its quality and adding a controlled amount of alum to Canyon 
Lake has improved its clarity. He also presented a list of the major changes to the TMDL, both current 
and revised TMDL. 

Mr. Moore indicated that staff is presenting the proposed revisions to the TMDLs in early 2019 during 
two public workshops that will include public review and a CEQA scoping meeting. He said Board staff 
anticipates presenting the proposed TMDLs to the Board for adoption in July of 2019. He indicated that 
the proposed revisions, must still go through State Board, OAL, and EPA. This is expected to be done 
by the end of 2019. He said it is important to make these changes before the end of 2019 for the TMDL 
deadline are in 2020. 

He welcomed any questions or comments. 

No Speakers. 

13. Public Workshop on Sector-Specific General Permit for Storm Water Runoff Associated with 
Industrial Activities from Scrap Metal Recycling Facilities within the Santa Ana Region (NPDES No. 
CAG618001) - Order No. R8-2018-0069 

This item was presented by Board staff, Ms. Christine Silken, Water Resources Control Engineer in the 
Coastal Storm Water Section. Ms. Silken, explained the reason for the workshop on renewing the Scrap 
Metal permit. She offered the Board a brief history of stormwater, stormwater permits, the industrial 
storm water permit, and the scrap metal permit. Ms. Silken discussed some major features of the current 
scrap metal permit and the proposed changes. 

Ms. Silken indicated that the current permit had been adopted by the Regional Board on February 10, 
2012 and expired on February 9, 2017 and has been extended until the adoption of this permit. Ms. 
Silken indicated that Board staff have prepared a draft permit for renewal. The draft permit has been 
reviewed by USEPA with suggestions to change some of the permit language that have been 
incorporated in the draft permit. Two public workshops were held this year. Written public comments 
have been received from various stakeholders. She reviewed some of the major comments that were 
received and the Board staff responses to those comments. 

Ms. Silken indicated that the report presented, included the red-line version showing changes from 2012 
to 2018 and that it was available on the website. She said they plan on finalizing the draft permit, 

Minutes of September 7, 2018 
Page 4 



responses to comments and recommendations in preparation for the public hearing and permit adoption 
on October 19, 2018. 

Numerous questions were asked by the Regional Board and answered by Ms. Beckwith and Ms. Silken. 

Speakers: Sara Spinuzzi. 

14. Underground Storage Tanks Corrective Action Plans 
Information item. 

15. Underground Storage Tanks Corrective Action Plans 
Information item. 

16. Executive Officer's Report 

Executive Officer Smythe offered a brief update on the ldyllwild and Corona fires. She said Board staff 
is working with the local agencies to affect clean up and ensure that the downstream waters are 
protected as a result of the ldyllwild and Corona catastrophic fires. She said there was no wastewater 
treatment or water supply issue associated with those fires. 

17. Regional Board Member and Executive Officer Communications 

The Regional Board extended their appreciation to Board staff for their hard work in pulling together 
the reports and the presentations for these meetings, as well as the helpful briefings that the Executive 
Officer offers to them. 

18. Closed Session 
None. 

Adjournment 

Chair Ruh adjourned the meeting at 11 :55 AM, to the regular Board Meeting of October 19, 2018 at 
9:00 AM at Orange County Sanitation District, 10844 Ellis Avenue, Fountain Valley, CA 92708. 

Respectfully submitted: 

:~f;t-/h 
Executive Officer 

/fc 
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