
 

 

June 21, 2018 

 

Hope Smythe 

Executive Officer 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Santa Ana Region 

3737 Main Street, Suite 500 

Riverside, CA 92501 

Sent via electronic mail to: hope.smythe@waterboards.ca.gov   

 

RE: Expert Reports to Demonstrate Fatal Flaws in the Poseidon – Huntington Beach Application  

 

Dear Ms. Smythe:  

 

California Coastkeeper Alliance (CCKA) is a network of California Waterkeeper organizations working to protect 

and enhance clean and abundant waters throughout the state for the benefit of Californians and California 

ecosystems. Poseidon has submitted application materials asserting that subsurface intakes are infeasible for the 

Poseidon – Huntington Beach Project proposal. The expert reports enclosed within are evidence to be considered 

as part of the administrative record and demonstrate that Poseidon’s assertions that subsurface intakes are 

infeasible is legally flawed.   

 

The three enclosed expert reports were commissioned by Orange County Coastkeeper to offer a third-party 

analysis of the legal, economic, and technical accuracy of Poseidon’s application materials.  

 

➢ HydroFocus Expert Report (Huntington Beach Seawater Desalination Facility Groundwater Model) - 

Identified limitations and uncertainty with the Geosyntec model developed on behalf of Poseidon to 

conclude slant wells were infeasible at Poseidon’s predetermined site. HydroFocus concluded that the 

Geosyntec model results were inconclusive until physical tests could verify the computer modeling. 

HydroFocus also concluded slant wells may help manage seawater intrusion of the Talbert Aquifer.  

➢ Fryer Expert Report (A Review of Water Demand Forecasts for the Ocean County Water District) - 

Concluded that the Urban Water Management Plans relied upon by Poseidon are flawed and do not prove 

supply demand for the proposed project. Fryer demonstrated that the Poseidon application does not 

include a defined and documented need for 50 MGD in water supply that cannot otherwise be met by 

alternative means. 

➢ Hanemann Expert Report (An Assessment of the Reports on the Proposed Huntington-Poseidon Seawater 

Desalination Project Prepared by the Independent Scientific Technical Advisory Panel) - Concluded that 

the ISTAP Phase 1 and Phase 2 reports are inadequate for showing that slant wells are neither technically 

nor economically feasible according to the requirements set forth in the Ocean Desalination Amendment 

to the California Water Quality Control Plan for Ocean Water. 

 

We respectfully request these three expert reports be considered by the Regional Board as part of the 

administrative record. The reports individually, and in whole, demonstrate that Poseidon’s application materials 

are legally flawed and do not meet their burden of demonstrating that subsurface intakes are infeasible for the 

Poseidon – Huntington Beach project proposal.   
 

Sincerely,  

 
Sean Bothwell  

Policy Director 

California Coastkeeper Alliance 
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